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Hon.  fl.G.  Blair 

Minister  of  Railways  and  Ganals 

.    RESIGNS  AND  eCNDEMNS 
THE  GOVERNMENT'S  RAILWAY  POLieV 


Hbb.  a.  G.  BLAIU  (St.  John  city).  I  do  I  P"""c»  "ho  would  think  I  wai  over  nnnpHiin... 
«t,  Mr.  Speaker.  And  my«^lt  in  auy  le^l  if  declining  to  pursue  that  cou.^  and  X  w« 
•■pleaaant  »  poeuion  to-day  than  I  occupied  «'""*  afterward,  that  I  had  Dientioned  it  ?! 
■ome  two  or  three  weeks  ago  in  explaining  f^  correspondence,  b«cause  there  are  umnv 
*■ ,   .  .  r  »    warm  personal  frii.n,l.  „„  .i..  _°™      "  ."^"^ 


^  eauies  of  my   resignation   from   the   niiu 
■try.     It   ia   a   disagreeable    task   unde 
•uetunatances     to  criticise  and  perhaps     con 
damn    a      measure      introduced    by    a   govern- 
■WBt   of   which   one    has   so    recently    been   a 
aMOkbtr,    and    there     are,    and     there     must 
•lw»y»     be,     circumstances     attending     such 
mtieism   and  such   condemnation   as   will   nn- 
nronrably     affect     many   friends,   many  col- 
MacaM   and   many  of   those   with   whom   one 
baa  been  heretofore  politically    associated.     I 
am  pleased,  however.  Sir,  to  be  able  to  avail 
aiyielf   of   the   ^resent   opportunity   of   exon- 
•rating   the  right   hon.   leader   of   the   govern- 
ment    (Bt.   Hon.   Sir.   Wilfrid   Laurier)    from 
tke  charge  which   has   been   frequently   made 
"Si"**™.?*"   "  '"*   *•■"   difficulty   has   origin- 
ated.    The  ngiit     hon.     gentleman    has    been 
eiurgcd    with    having    made    a    suggestion    to 
vae  that   I  should,   having   the   opinions   which 
I  ratertain  with  respect  to  the  railway  scheme 
mat    the    governmen     have    determined    upon, 
wniain  a  member  of  the  government  and  should' 
giuetly  and  sUently  continue  to  act  as  a  col 
iMgne  with  him  in  that  administration.     The 


f  rraiignauon  rrom  tiie  miu-  i  "'"'■'"  peraonal  friends  on  the  govemment'^S. 
disagreeable  task  under  any  "'"''  ^*«*een  the  time  that  my  resiiTnation 
'  "*'*«=*~  «"<1  -'►»"-     ">"     trns'S^mM  ^h"    """'•  ."■"    the"^PW 

T   hL       .    '""''*'   ''■^«   criticised   me    because 
I   had  not  pursued  that  very  same  couw  ^ 

n  V  rthThl'T-  f^  I".'""  ""o  ictton, 

Ch  ''S,  '.o7  r'^hatlhiT-^J  JS't 
iTsu  "h  a  n  r^"  ri^r'  '"•f^^adianre 
erca  in  aJZ  its  bearings,  and  so  studied  that  a 
iwue  with  him  in  that  administration.  The  f  nJll  *'^°  """'**  ^  '"'^"''•ed  that  it  was 
^«ij[e  which  has  been  preferred  is  that  this  'f  cS/"^*  °"'l'^'^  ""'"''  '°  ">•  int^est 
popoeihor,  was  made  by  himself  to  me.  I  am  these  eondiVinn  '""''  '  P'"'''^*  surrounded  bv 
bonnd  to  say,  m  justice  to  the  right  hon.  gen-  ihZ  '''""'' V"'  '^ere  presented  to  parUament 
Oeman  that  the  proposiHon  did  not  emafa°e  "  '""  "■""■*  """  *"  "'-'  ^^-'  •"'™^''*' 
Irom  him,  and  I  make  this  statement,  not  at 
to  instance,  but  aa  a  matter  of  fair  play  to 

^^i.°'  '"!'  i^'  *°  "y*"-     1°  the  cor- 
f^»^?«e   Tfliich   ensued    pending   my   con- 

if  the  grace 

choicest  lan- 

Iniow  it  was 

e  measure 


th^^     .   .  """  presenteu  to  parliament 

ur     sho'ul'S'^li'  "'l^  ^.  «""•  t*"^*  .uchTven-' 
ment  of    L^   ^°  ""'*   "P""   ^y   t^e   govern- 

te/inihr,'t»^  "f^'^"--  *^  P^me  Minis- 
ter  m  the  statement  which  he  made  with   ♦»,« 

«W|stion  had  been  made  in  Coundi,  wd"  f|Shon*«nH=    "^"   "   """y   '»"   *»   the 
mentioned   the   reasons   which   I   thoueht  had    T/  .i„^       gentleman  to  say  that  if  the  irrace 
n^T^  it  impossible  for  me   to  fX„K  ^a^T/l?^ '*   ^^  «T*   '""'   cho-^^S! 
•atertaia  such  a  suggestion.    I  did  it  be^ni    ^fhk      fJoquence  coupled  as  I  ki 
I  thought  that  there  ^ere  perhaps  "eL^"^  |  r  a^^^ jSu^Hni^'^;  1 


proper  and  judicious  one^ii  ttese"^^ 


:i  . 
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couKt  haT»  rarrird  eonvirttoa  to  tb«  mlntli  of 
mimhrni  of  imrlininfnt,  Ihrn  I  mj  that  nwrn- 
l>e»n  of   (larlinnicnt   bikI   the  roiintry  ifniTnllr 
woulil  hav*-  licen  iiiiprpuMHl  hy  tht  I'riiiif  y,\n- 
Uter'i    prrwntation    of    Ih*    raw.      But,    Sir, 
■pmkitiR    for    myM<lf    anil    for    myvlf    nine 
whilff  I  was  imprpnH>il  with  the  lin^lnr  oblC 
of  thf  riuht  hon.  Kcnth-mnn,  ami  whllp   t   fi 
that   all   hnil   lo-pn  miid   hr   him   that  rouM   lie 
Mill    liy   iinylvMlT.  an<l   miirh    morp   than   loiilil  I 
haw  been  Mii.i  hr  any  ont-  «lmi  with  the  nnmc 
effwt:   yrt,    1    iitill   frit  invwif  nbnoliitrlv  nml  I 
entirely  um-onvinroil.  nn<l   I  rMII  felt  thiit  the 
obiMlic.n*   which  exiiite<l   in   mv   mina   nfiiiiniit 
thii    meRmire    nlmotit    in    itii   entirety    hn>l    i,M 
been   rrmnveil   pxrept   but    in   a   very  ininll   il»- 
gree. 

Some   hon.   MRMIiKKS.      Hear.  hear. 
Hon.   Mr.  BLAIR.     Tlie  Rovernment  of  »hi< 
eoiintry,   realizing  the   enormoiia  mnKnituile  of 
thin    nienmirt';    reiiliziiitf    that   it    ih   perh«(»i   n 
meamire  withont  parallel  in  the  history  of  thin 
eoiint.y;   realizinK  that  ni>  ((iK-ttion  «o  nininen' 
toua  in  itR  nature,  and  invoh  iriR  »urh  large  re- 
<ipon«ibilities    on    the    iNinntry    had    ever    tieen 
presented    to    pnrliftnieiit    it'",'e    the   confedera- 
tion of  the  provincen  of  Hri.mii  .North  Amori.n; 
renlirint,  nlw)  that  this  decixion  nnd  deteri.dnn 
tion  to  carry  this  project  thronjjli,  if  it  cohI<I 
be  curried  through  tliiH  parliiiment.  and  if  the 
assent  of  the  country  eouid  be  aeeured  for  it' 
realizii.if    nil    thiH,    my    right    hon.    friend    very 
naturally   felt  that    the   people  of  the  country 
would   expect   that   »ome  aatisfactor-   explimn- 
tion  iihould  be  furnished,  -a  to  why,  with  such 
unusual    nnd    such    unexan  ;:led    haste    a    niens- 
ure    if  this  magnitude  and   this  character  had 
been  pressed  upon  them.     My  right  hoa.  friend 
realized    this    as    any    one    with    the    sime    i-e- 
•pcisibilities  and  occupying  the  same  position 
would   have   lealized  it,   nnd   therefore,  wc  idi- 
serve  that  the  very  first  feature  of  this  whole 
queation  to  which  the  Prime  Minister  directed 
his    attention     was     to     repel    if     possible    the 
ehart:,:  or  to  answer  if  possible  the  accusstiou 
which  must  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  al- 
most everybody   from  one   part  of  Canada   to 
the  other,  that  this  question   had  been  sprung 
with    undue    haste    and    without    due    deliber- 
ation.     The    right    hon.    gentleman    undertook 
an   answer   to   that   phase   of   the   case,   and   1 
will  give  the  House  in  his  own  words  the  answer 
which  he  gave.     Let  me  tell  the  H^use  in  the 
first  place,  however,  what   the  right  hon.  j  en- 
Jeman  did  not  say  in  explanation  of  his  course. 
He  did  not  deny  that  there  had  not  been  de- 
hberation;   he  did  not  aflSrm   that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  had  a\  liled  itself  of  all 
proper  sources  of  information,  and  h,"»d  waited 
until  they  had  exhausted  all  the  means  in  their 
power   tr    ascertain   what   the   conditions   were 
In   the  various  portions  of   the  country  which 
this  road  was  to  traverse;   he  did  not  tell  us 
the    nee<l    which    had   arisen    for   us   to   jumo 
headlong  into  a  scheme  of  this  kind;   he  did 
not  tell  us  that   he  had  summoned  to  his  as- 
sistesce  the  wisest  counsels  which  the  country 
coiUd  afford;   he  did  not  tell  us  that  he  had 
sought  the  assistance  of  experts  in  order  to 
know   what  the   traffic   conditions  were   which 
would  make  this  railway  desiraW";  be  did  not 
even  pretend  to  tell  us  that  he  had  done  these 


thlBgi;  but,  Hr,  I  will  quote  hU  owa  » 
a*  to  what  he  did  aay,  to  repel  what  waa  i 
a    self-.irrusation.      ilie    rigLt    boa.   gentleau 

ExieptioB  kaa  tieen  t*k«B  to  the  iranHdtato 

salty  of  building  such  a  road,  cxcepUoB  kaa 

••'•B  to  the  iMilicy  which  we  have  to  •«»• 

•he  i!  mediate  consimetioB  of  aaek  ft 

'    out   as   t.1  the   idea  itself  I  have  Mvw 
h  a   woril  of  oppositioB,   nor  do  I  beHav* 

thai  kuch  a  word  will  be  heard  in  the  <laba(ab 
Tiie  first  of  these  objections,  that  is  tr  "-•>  iai- 
nieilinte    construction    of    such     a     road      c«b 
be    disposeil     of,     I     believe,     with     a    V  ik|b 
observation.      To    those    who    urge    upoa    m 
the  jKilicy  of  lomorrow,  and  tomorrow,  sad  to- 
morrow; to  tliose  who  till  IIS,  wait,  wait    wait- 
to  thiMe   whi.  advis.'    is  to  pause,  to  eoaaiilerl 
to    reflect,    to    calciunle    and    to    in.niire,    our 
imswcr  is:    No,  this  is  ni>t  a  time  for  ilelibera- 
tion,  this  is  a   lime   for  action.     Tli.-  floo.1  of 
fl.lc    IS   u|H>n   us   that    hads   on    to    fortune;    if 
we   l(  I    it    pass   it   may   never   recur  iiraia.    If 
we  let  It  pass,  tlie  voyage  of  our  hationu!  Ufa. 
bright  as  it  is  to  day,   will   1*   bound  in  shat 
lows.     We  cannot  wiiit,  lieeauso  ti'ie  doea  not 
ivait ;  we  cannot  wait  because,  in  these  dBya  of 
wonderful  development,  time  lost  U  doubly  loatt 
we     cannot     wait,     h,.,iius«     at    this     momeiit 
there  la  a  transfommtiou  going  on  in  the  .-oa- 
.litions    of    our    national    life    which   it    we«M 
lie     folly    to     ignore     and    ii     cr,,,,,.    to    over- 

ri  ',  L  ■  ■  ^^''  '^y  "'»*  t»<l«y  it  ia  tha 
duty  of  the  ("anntUi  n  govemmem,  it  in  the  duty 
of    the    Canadian    ,  arliament,    it    is    the   doR 


>f  oil  th.«e  who  i  .ve  -i  iiuindMie  from  th^ 
people  to  atteml  to  the  necthi  and  requiremcala 
of  this  fast  growing  country,  to  give  heed  to 
that  condition  of  things.  We  consider  that  it 
IS  the  duty  of  all  those  who  sit  within  theaa 
walls  ly  the  will  of  the  people,  to  provije  ia- 
n.ediate  means  whereby  the  pro<'i.,  ts  of  tboaa 
new  settlers  may  find  an  exit  to  the  ocean  at 
the  least  possible  ciwt;  and  whereby,  likewise 
a  r  'ft  niny  be  found  in  this  ne.»  region  tot 
thost  .o  toil  in  the  forests,  in  the  fielda.  ia 
the  mi.ifs.  in  the  shops  of  the  older  provineea. 
Nuch  is  o„r  duty;  it  is  immediate  and  impor- 
"*"'*:  'u'"  •■""*  "'  to-mor  ow,  but  of  this  Sn. 
of  this  hour  ,f  this  minute.  TTeavcn  Riaat 
ttat  it  he  not  al-endy  too  late;  hei./en  grant 
that  whilst  we  tirry  nnd  dispute,  the  trade 
of  I  anada  is  not  d,-vinfe.l  to  other  channek. 

Now,  Mr.  Speak,  r,  it  is  only  fair  that  I 
shoul.I  cnll  the  grrve  nnd  serioiui  atteaUoB 
of  this  pariiament  r  n.l  of  this  country  to  the 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  gentleiuui  hsa 
nmile.  As  I  sairl.  it  i..  „ot  a  deniil  of  the 
charge  that  there  hns  been  want  of  dtUbrrn- 
tion  and  undue  ar-i  improper  haste  in  tUa 
matter.  It  is  not  a  -leniol  of  the  charge  that 
the  fcovernment  h  ,e  not  studied  the 
question,  and  before  I  conclude  my  ob- 
ervations  on  tUx  Kill,  this  resolrti.-n  and 
this  contract,  I  think  I  will  convince  the  ma- 
jonty—well.  I  will  .  .invince  the  minds  of  tho 
mu.ic.rity  of  this  Il.>.,se  at  all  even**,  that 
what  IS  alleged  against  the  govemmeat  in  tkia 
regard  is  absolutelv  and  entirely  tm» 
Some  hon.  MEJnil'RS.  Hear  hear 
Hon.  Mr.  BLAIR.  What  does 'the  right  hoa. 
gentleman  mean  vh.n  he  says— 
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Th*  «iH..I  of  ll.lc  la  upoB  M  thnt  k-ndi  on 
«o  fortune  J  If  we  Wt  it  poM  It  nmr  never  ro- 
««r  again.  •  j  •. 

Wbttt  .lueii  the  right  hoa.  Bentle-  ,m  niena 
Wneii  he  itityn : 

life   hrlght   Bi   It    «•   (o-day    will    U-    iKuml   in 
mnllowa. 

What  ,U^t  the  right  hon.  gentleniim  menn 
when   he   iiiyp : 

We  eiiimot  »mit  Iwcaiuie  time  doea  not  wait. 

I    think,    .Mr.    .S,H.ukpr,   nn<l    I    nuy    H    „ith 
all    reaiMTt    to    my    right   hon.    fri.n.l,    Ihut   it' 
woul.1    hine    Iwen    nii   .orriHt    if    not   ro    imeti- ' 
/or   him    to   have   iiaid:      We   cannot   uuit    he* 
caiuK-  Senator  Cmx  <annot   wait. 

8«ni.'  hon.   .MKMUKKS.     Hear,  hear 

Hon.  Mr.  HI.  \IH.  Wh  it  .Iocs  the  riifht 
lion.    giMithirian    mean    hy   aaying: 

We  j-annov  wait  l.waiiHe  in  thew  ilnv^  of 
won.  erfii    .hvelopment  time  lo«t  ia  .louMy  loat 

woHl.l    he    to   (l,.i,troy   our   future    national   life 
VVh'>r.in    iH    our    national    life     g,.inK     to     1m- 
^e«troye.l  hecnuw  iHT.han.e  we  take  thi-  proper 
time   in    onler   to    «u<ly    what    we   are    .h.inK. 
«nrt   in   oriler   to   reneh   a   wine   nn<l    jnat   eon- 
■elusion  with  regard  to  an  enterprise   which  is 
vaster,   gn-atly    vaHfer   than   any    thnt    has   ever 
fcefore  engaKed   the   eonsi.lernMon   of  this   par- 
liament.     I    fail    to   dia<over   ;vherein    «.-   have 
to    appeal    to    heaven    against    the    ,.(wsil.ilitv 
of  a  little  delay  in   this  mattej.     I    know  of 
no    reason    why    the    interesU    of    On'.lu    an- 
«oing  to  Ik.  prejudienlly  affected  becmise  when 
we  move  forwar.l  we  see  the  end,  or  think  we 
«ec  the  en<l,  to  whi.h  we  are  looking.  Ixnause 
we   knov   the   limits   of   the   refponsihiii-ies   by 
whiih    we    assume    to    he    bonnd,    and    heeange 
we    Iwlieve    „e   undersund    the   eonditions   un- 
der which   wo  are  operating.     Why  is  it  aaid 
by  my  hon.  fri.ml  in  this  nianmr  and  in  thcw 
temis,    that   we   must   not   pause   a   moment   to 
^lilK-ratef     (iovernment  may  possibly  not  de- 
■berate,  but  parliament  has  a  right  to  deliber- 
ate, the  country  has  a  right  to  deliberate;  nrd 
in  my  judgment,  Sir,  before  we  impose  a  bur- 
den  of  su<h   great   magnitude  on   the  neck   of 
the  people  of  Canada,  before  we  commit  this 
country    by   nn    Act   of   this    parliament    to    a 
•eheme   of   such   large   and  extraordinary   pro- 
portions, It  is  only  just  to  the  people  of  Canada 
tliat  they  should  have  a  chance  to  t  ilk  it  over 
and    think    about    it,    that    the     pr  is    should 
<ljiseu88  It,  an.l  that  everybody  in  the  country 
Should    know    what    the    government    are    con- 
tnnnlatBig.     I  cannot  help   feeling   that  it  is 
-rather  a  condition  of  hysteria  than  a  condition 
-of  eahn   reason  and  judgmental  cunnot  help 
feeling   that   it   is   a   condition  of  sentimental 
exalt  .ion    that    has    inspired    the    hurry    and 
liaate  with  which  this  measure  is  pressed  for- 
ward;   because   I    will   not   believ.   i^   possible 
hat    any    other    than    a    straightforward    and 
iionourable  motive  has  inspired  my  coUeagiiae 
la  tins  transaction.  * 

My  hon.  friend,  having  disposed  of  this 
■question  of  -ant  of  deUbention,  proceeds  to 
-talie  up  ano.Hei  question  which  he  regards  as 
-oiie  of  very  gru^e  and  serious  magnitude.  With 
M  tl,e  shll  of  an  old  parUamentary  hand,  with 
aa   vhe   deftness  and  ability  which  we  know 


he    eaa  aurevsafnny  en.pl  .y;   my  kra.   tittm4. 

referring    t*    Curncgi,.    uu.i    hi.s    Um-atji,    qiio? 
I  ing    what    was    s:ii,i    ;„     !',,  liiUnt    (;|,.vejluuL 
I  reeling   from    .les,«ic,„ ,,    ui.,1   otherwiw,  iro^ 
icecle,!   in   working  up  o.ir  anxiety   uii.l  aroim- 
ng    our    feani     and    he    niusi     have    aurmded 
In  convincing  many  of  our  frieada  oa  this  atda 
of  the  Hoiiav     tnat  we  win    oa  th<i  verge  •(  ». 
V,,;    great  eala-  lity,   that  uu  awful  abvas  wom 
yawning  Uifor.-    m,  that  «.•  were  lookiug  donu 
a    pre.  ipice,    and    were    on    the   eve   of  bcanc 
preciMltat.d   to   its   .l,.pth.s   in  ev,.;u«ting  nUi 
uiid   " """"ter.      .\nd    th.  „,    Sir,   after   my   hoa. 
friend  hud  brought  them  ii|>  to  the  eilge  of  that 
yawniiijf  precipi,-.-,   he   was  to  relieve   them  of 
their  distrees  and  anxiety  by  telliag  them.  <iim 
have  snve.l  y„   by  our  nimwurc;   we  have  rea- 
died   you     fr,.m     the     .Ircadfiil    danger     which 
W.U.  thnatemnK  y;.'";  wo  arc  going  to  give  yoa 
au    alKnnadian    lino,    which    is   going    to   M«« 
you   from   the  possibili-      of  having  your  enn- 
iiierce   destroyed   and   y.oir   b.isinesa   riun.-d   bv 
he  uetiuu  ,,i  the  people  lo  tao  south  of  youT' 
U-t  me   refer   to   the  language  which   tlie  ho«. 
gentloman    uso.i    in    tnat    connection,   in    order 
that  I  may  quote  hiui  with  absolute  aijcuracy, 
'liuckily,'    he   Hays:  ' 

Luckily  Sir,  up  to  thn  moment,  we  have 
eaeai*d  the  .lunger  with  which,  oa  repeated 
.Hcasions,  we  have  b.H.-n  threatened.  buZ  sir 
what  woiil.l  hap,«.n  if  at  any  moment  theri 
S1....1I.  ionic  one  of  those  frenziea,  one  of  thoaa 
periods  of  excitement  which  wo  have  seen  inme- 
inies  amongst  nations,  tho  American  nation 
ii.clii.led  At  any  moiii.nt  we  may  bo  deprive.! 
o.  the  lK"iding  i.rivilcgo  which  we  have  ba.l 
up  to  tin  pr,.«.nt.  The  only  way  whereby 
we  can  oonicmplate  such  a  eontingen-y  with 
.'.|uaniniity  is  to  provi.le  against  it,  an.l  to  have 
up.m  our  own  territory  all  the  fa.-ililie.  by 
which  we  can  go'  access  to  our  own  harboun. 
These  are  the  r-  u...ns  why  we  apply  f.,  pa,u^. 
ment  to  give  its  countenance  to  the  pol.  y  wkbk 
1  have  outlined,  a  policy  .vh,,!,  will^v/t«  gS 
n-w  Tranfcontinental  Kailway  at  oiir  <>»■  hw. 
b<.ur,   by    in  Bll-t;aca.!i,.n  route  to  rea.  I      t 

iVj'v,  I  want  to  ask  tlio  calm  r.a*  .,  jn.1 
ludgmen  (<f  this  parliament-and,  if  n  .^  bZ 
the  appeal  will  have  to  be  made  to  tic  cal^ 
judgment  and  8ol>er  reason  of  the  people  of 
( ana.Ja--w..,.n  we  have  hud  the  bonding  priv, 
lege  between  Canada  and  the  United  8ta  tit. 
in  existence  for  all  these  years;  when,  if "^ 
there    was   a     danger,    that    danger    has    beew 

n!,1i^'i"  «/  7*"'"  *•"•  •^"^"•'"ioM  existing  in  the 
United  States  are  just  as  potent  to  prevent 
the  Po-^'b-lity  of  any  such  action  being  taken 
by  the  Lmted  States  government;  when  tho 
number  of  American  railways  crossing  our  ter- 
ruory  from  one  portion  of  that  country  to  an- 
other, and  the  shipping  whi.*  comes  to  tha 
lpa.ling  ports  of  the  United  States,  are  car- 
rying to  the  merchants  of  Canada  and  from 
the  .lealers  in  (Janaila  goods  which  are  a  proflt 
to  them;  when  they  would  ue  a.aually  strilt- 
™5JL  and  de-tioying  their  own  trade  aid  cem- 

Zr^tJ  *5*''u"''?f ^'  '"<•''  »  eourst-wty  my 
hon.  friend  should  feel  impelled  at  this  late 
l^te,  after  all  the«,  years,  Tnd  after  we  havS 
been  seven  years  in  the  government  of  this 
country  and  have  never  felt  even  a  thriU  hy 
reason  of  that  posaibility-why  my  hon.  friead 
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Sb.Iv.  J.J      /"*'."«''  """  •"/  term  of.    fL„i"'    ,''''''  *""  "'■t  w..  n«.d  .b\i|. 

fo^tl;  "!'•   "hat   foundatfon   in  there    I  a.k     "";'"""""'.    I    have   h..:,r,l    „„   .ir«e„'"^ 
republicf     Whv    Sir    w«T.„     .         An'^i-'i-an    I  thought  mv  rLl       '  "'7  .""•,""l"-"«""'n  that 

mmmmmMms 

ta  Canada.     TW   ■  «.~ii       ,'""'''  ^-o^truet,  tion?    WV  „  .^ht  n J       .     ■  L ''^  "''"  i^PKca- 

merpial  lino  if  it  is  n,.    «  lin.  "'  ^'l'''  » 

oonUnp   to   tho     li l,"i   nf        ^""^'ted  «.. 


DT  Canada  of  one  hundred  ax.?   «,)  i      -li- 

ttrsv;'!." ';  r  ^i"  ^  ^"  -^"h?n\' 

r«.r.]  .i  ^^'  '""h  qne«tion  today  to  be 
W  T^Sp't  ?bro^tion  of  the  hon.lin^g  prf^ 
lege.  The  penod  when  we  might  have  fewed 
ithas  long  aince  pa«ed  away;  and  whate^r 
•n«7C  be  the  merit,  or  demerit^  of  this  gov^^^! 


«e.timenfal  line    but  iiTo    Ml^T"^  H"*'!  * 
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hon.  fri»nil  <lo»«  not  ii«-m  ir.  hi<  willjiii  tn  rnn 
tiiUtr  it  rntirfly  the  oint  or  the  other,     [t  in  » 
corapouDil  of  hoth.     lU  wn  It  )■  not,  in  thr 
onllntiry   m-ntr,  ■  rommrrriitl   lino,   hut   in    nn 
all''  -Indian  Hm.     Weli.  iialcm  thpre  Ixt  annu 
ptevunn  iHwil  for  it,  I  .lo  not  me  *hy  the  |»o 
plo  of  tlitii  r.Mii.iry  ihoulil  h*  nn.l  i'.m|  witli  an 
oliliipition   of   tlOO.iNiii.iMH)   of   III'  ui-f    inil   an 
adclftlon  to  lliHr  liability,  aa   I  iiball  xhow,  of 
•n    aiHoiinl    rxrpvdinit    that.      nnl«>M   thiTP    (»■ 
•ompthinK  h  '  'nA  whirh  hiw  not  Urn  ili*rlo»'il 
anil   which   r    ilt-m  it   nrcfmnry,   I   inn  teti  mi 
rraaon   now    for   tin   conNtriH'tion   "f   thia   pro- 
wowil  nntinnai  line.     Hoth  the  t'nnmlinn  I'mifli' 
Kailwar    ami    the   ('Hnndinn    Northern    Railwi.y 
•re  nntionni  linn  in  the  wiileat  HPi-P|itntion  i.'f 
th»         in.      They    do    not    traveme    the    whole 
touuuy   from   oeean    to  ocean,   but   if  you   will 
look  ncroan  the  border,  I  think  it  will  give  y„„ 
aome  ilWBculty  to  point  to  any  tranM'ontinentnl 
railway   there   in   the   iicniie  mentioned   by    thi- 
right    hon.    gentleman.      Yon   cannot    And   any 
railwny  in  that  country  which  atnrta  from  the 
Atlantic  nnil  end*  at  the   Hi.ciflc.  and  which  i» 
under   one   control.      I    do   not    know   of   any. 
Their  great  lincti  east  and  went  meet  about  the 
•«entre  of  the  continent,  and  are  the  reault  of 
m     proceaa     of     development,      (hir    American 
neiKhboura    have   not    N-en    trying   to   perform 
any    siieclicnlar    feat     by     Kpendlng    a     large 
•mount    of    money    unnecemarily.      They    have 
-done   what   the  buiincm   neeila  of  the  country 
called  for.    hem  than  that  we  ought  not  to  do ; 
more  than  that  we  would  be  wrong  ir.  doing. 
These   are   the   four  chief    ren(,ona  which    I 

father    from   a   careful   rending   of   the    right 
on.    gentleman's    address     why    this    measure  I 


•houid  commend  itseW  to  our  approval.  But 
there  is  another,  a  ganeral  reason,  which  he 
gave.  The  country,  he  snyr  U  crying  out  for 
another  transcontinental  ra'  .  Mr.  Speaker, 
my  ears  have  been  open.    I  been  a  willing 

listener  to  any  demand  of  f  ;ind,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  T  have  not  heard  any  great 
outcry  for  another  transcontinental  line  from 
ocean  to  ocean.  I  do  not  know  where  the  cry 
was  made  that  it  reached  othcrH.  It  was  not 
made,  at  nil  events,  so  that  it  reached  me. 

I  may  have  occasion,  before  concluding  my 
Temarts,  to  refer  to  this  question  again,  and 
therefore  will  pass  from  it  for  tho  moment. 
Those  who  have  been  criticising  this  measure, 
myself  among  the  number,  as  an  opponent  of 
the  Bill,  are  taunted  with  being  timid,  with ! 
being  deficient  in  pluck,  unable  to  grasp  a ! 
large  problem,  somenhnt  provincial  in  our ' 
.di'HR.  i>nd  in'ioHhlo  of  n'ipre<'i->tini;  the  in- 
creasing growth  and  progress  of  Canada.  T 
•deny  this  charge,  and,  aa  far  as  my  denial 
mcy  be  of  any  value,  I  want  to  make  it  em- 
phatic. I  am  net  open  to  any  such  reflection. 
I  do  not  ndmit  at  all  that  a  well  digested, 
well  considered  scheme  of  railway  development, 
•  scheme  called  for  by  the  needs  of  the  conn- 
■try  and  to  be  p">ceeded  with  a<i  soon  as  it 
could  be  reasona'  f  proceeded  with,  would  bj 
opposed  by  me.  I  would  not  be  found  plac- 
ing any  opposition  whatever  In  the  way  of 
•nch  a  scheme.  I  am  as  willing  that  the  re- 
-•ources  of  this  country  should  be  taxed  to  the 
■full  ability  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of 
-railway  development,   reasonably  necexaarr  ti 


develop  the  illimitable  mot<ree«  of  th<<  _ 
oount.-y,  u  any  man  in  this  House.  I.  ,  Mr, 
I  am  not  thereby  prttveiileii  fvuni  saying  to 
Iho*.  who  SKk  le  to  give  my  assent  lo  tkia 
project:  flow  do  von  re-  '  your  ennrlue|»Mf 
On  what  infornintion  ai  u  goinyf  JlaTO 
you  exhausted  the  ne>-,isi>.  .,■  source*  if  in- 
formation, and  where  is  this  thing  going  |o 
omit  It  is  only  the  part  of  reainniibtu  pjo- 
•lenee  for  a  mnn  to  d  i  that.  Nobody  i»  worthy 
"f  the  great  trust  which  the  ueo'plu  of  tlM 
cmintry  is  re|HMing  in  those  to  whom  tbejr  iuiv* 
intriiNli-d  the  adniiniKtrHtinn  of  ihcir  uirnini 
unless  he  is  prepared  to  nuiiit  iimwtire  brought 
on  him  to  act  hastily,  and  unless  he  i»  dvter- 
mine.l  ♦■>  ^'v.  to  the  siiitject  that  ciirefiil  study 
and  •  eration  wlii<  h  Mill  jiwtifv  him  in  ■ 
sun  ■  ti  1  res|Hinsiliililr  of  propoaiug  the  Ii  - 
isi  ■  •  'ked  for.  I  f..|t,  Hir,  as  one,  ami 
PH.  ly,    as    Minister    of    Railways   in   mf 

hon.    (fiend's    guverninen'     that    the    country 
would  expect  mo  to  apply  my   judgment  to  (ho 
i|iit'Stii>nM   which    came   up.      tliiving  soi.iewhat 
mow  ex|H'rience  in  the  matter  of  railway  con- 
struction   and    railway    o|M'rntion    thtm    many 
of  mr  colleagues,  and  being  charged  t>artienL  i- 
ly  with  the  government's  buviness  in   that  ro- 
gnrd,    I    felt  that   on   mo  would   rest  ii   larger 
measure  of  n>s|M>nsibility ;    and   I   was  entitled 
to    know   enough,    and    to    see    into    the    me*. 
tfr   far  enough,   to  justify   me  in  asking  , 
iinment   with   a  clear  conB<'ience  and  well  ' 
tied   conviction   to  give   its  assent  to  th«  pn- 
posirion    to    he    laid     before    it.      Rarely     aU 
months  ago  this  questiou  was  first  mooted.  Six 
months   is   not   a   long   time   to   consiiler   aBd 
I  weigh    and   look    into   a   project   of   this   kind, 
which  had  not  been  mooted  before ;  pnrtienlar- 
ly  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  these  six  months  hax  been  occupicil  Wy 
the  sHting  of  parliament,  when  every  minister 
hiis    hir    hamls    full,    when    his    thoughts    aro 
fully  engroaaed  with  the  buaimas  of  the  m«- 
sion,  and  when  some  have  particularly  import- 
snt   measures  pending   before   the   House.     la 
that,  I  speak  for  myself,  because,  as  Minister 
of    Railways,    I  was   charged    with    the   carry- 
ing forward  of  a  piece  of  legialation  which  waa 
very   im(>ortnnt,   and   which   required   the   beat 
thought  and  attention   I   could   give  it,  in  or- 
tler  that  it  might  be  perfected  at  every  point. 
Thi?  tieing  the  case,  was  this  the  time  for  ono 
to  endeavour  to  comprehend  and  shape  nnd  ad- 
vise upon,  and  think  out  a 'proposition  of  thia 
magnitude  f      Why,    you    hate    only    to    dwell 
upon   it    for  a   moment  to   see   how   ucreaaon- 
Jilile    such    a   suggestion    is.      Every   session   of 
parliament  we  put  off  things  of  the  most  trivial 
moment  because  we  have  not  time  to  deal  with 
them.      Every   session,   Bills    that   are    presnd 
upon  us  are  put  by  until  the  following  session, 
simply  because  we  have  our  hands  full.     Yet, 
right  on  the  eve  of  the  sitting  of  parlinmeiit, 
aft«'r    we    had    taken    up   large    policies,   after 
we    had    arranged    to    propose    large    expendi- 
tures,  when   it   was   known   that   we   were  go- 
ing   to    have    otir    best    thoughts    and    acntest 
judgment  strained  to  the  utmost  to  do  juatiee 
to  the  subjects  with  which  we  wool !  have  to 
deal,    we    undertake    to    grapple    with    a   pro- 
blem  of   this   immensity   and   complexity,   uid 
one  involving  such  great  financial  and  other  re- 
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in«  privilege  up     ,  ,'  .■  tfr»  k"',  "•"   '~°"J- 

preued  anylKNlT.  •  V'"^   •>«»!  never  im- 

forced   iteelf    up,  ,    „^^  .  ''"*  • ''»''     "ever 

*»  •  few.  weeks  P„  f  7^»^  "   """l-      Witt- 

«^  thing  irfln,     „  7.,?"*'2«  »',  P""«ment 

»ow  putting  the  („  '««   ^"^  '•«™  we  «« 

P««ed   iS,    beyond  '"''•  "*"'"  "  ' 

I>a88e,l   is  ao  irrcx 
of   Canada   will    h 
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Whether  thia  thin" 
eonmicn  founcil  ^ 
My  hon.  friends 
—I  <lo  not  aay  tli. 
precaution,  but  th. 
—ot  making  a  con 


_ —     tM.   we  snail 

which    when  it  18  once 

''1,    which,    when    once 

•r  done  that  the  people 

no   more   to   say  ^   to 

"   b"'  Oil,  than   wiU  the 

"     fri'''""^..'''    "■«   land- 

taken    the    precaution 

"ve  unfairly  taken  the 

'  ■  "t'on  hm  been  taken 
with  somebcly  repre 

«     Pacific,     a     >.ninr.. 


'nting  the*Cra„d  'r."nk  P  ^""*<><'y  "pre 
not  e»*n  yet  in",  .,  ,  '  ,  ^**'""'  "  eompany 
dertake.  to  ap^  •    ;'     :.''h»°™/bo<Iy  „h„^,n^ 

«■  to  what  thTcf  M,  ,,  -.V^  ^""n'  Paeiflc 
with  «,mebody  wl  '  J/'l '"  <*°'  o"-!  »•«» 
the  Grand  TruV  i ,  ' '"f ^„'''«''  '"  »«y  what 
?ffl  do;  and  the  ,  \°'"'f"y.''' Canada 
M  all  its  details  ■  ,  ■  ;,  *'?°n'  "'"  ™''"-'«^t 
ditiona,  and  Sey  h  ,  .   ,."      ^J^""^  »°<1  con- 

..^  .h ."•'  I    •  that  upon  the  Table 

<     ■•pt  this  or  reject  it;' 

>;    't;  you  have  but  one 

■    "nole,  or  reject  the 


— ■•-— •,  auu  Miey  11. 
■M  they  say  to  us 
*«ke  It  as  it  is,  or 
alternative,  to  swaf 
whole.  ,    -  — jv-^v  i.uc 


Vf";  '   ''ant  t. 
■nd  aU   frankness 
parliament,  froin   .<l 
and.compnlsive  pn- 
anve  this  thing  thi. 
never  mooted  befoi. 
■0  action,  until  th« 
eeived  that  it  wonM 
IP  nave  .the  railwm 
the  parliament  of  i 
to   promote.     That 
Business;   that  is  w( 
other  consi.lcration. 
AU  these  dangers  n. 
■eem  to  Imvc  entpi 
never  occnrre.)  to 
imminent  peril;  it  , 
one  timt  the  greaf 
Jure  of  (;nnada  wa. 
Trunk  Railway  Cor 
tneir  proposition   h, 


'11-i 


fvjl 


\-'i    in 


,,-  i""i'u»iiion  h,  j,,r-.  .,,,  hnn  t  ■  — ,  " 
colleagues  of  the  gnvrnment  T  u'*^'"'' 
*o  say  that  then,  i     ,,,,      ™°'-     K  ""»'te   bold 


: — -»■""   Ml    me 

to  say  that  then.  i. 

pie    of    this    counhv 

i   will  commence  vii 

J'Olimihia    iind    nsV 

loud    or    weak    fro., 

Columbia   that  aiiivi, 

tnroiigh  the  passes    , 

to    i\,Tt    Simpson* 

neard  it.     I  wnni,- 

«an  be  brought  in 

n»ent.     Such  a  fori' 

no  doubt   that   the   ,, 

British    Columbia      V 

gwuff  on,  would  ill,. 

their  province.    Ri- 

to    th"    OnoHtinn     r 

BOB  in  that  provinc 
■«™t    of    Hallways 
•■ejr  want;  and  an" 


— ,  .„  <u,  calmness 
If  members  of  this 
"r-es  this  irresistible 
"nder  which  we  must 
''"»     The  thing  was 
he  government  took 
'  '  Trunk  Railway  con- 
'"   their  own  interest 
■    '    liberally  aided  by 
which   they  desired 
"ecret  of  the  whole 
onginated.     All  the| 
i"in  unheeding  ears. 
'■«  our  minds,  never 
"  "ur  calculations;   it 
e  were  un.ier  such 
;'- sugg^ted  by  any. 
■f  Canada,  the  verv 
■le—until  the  Grand 
""ade  a  call  and  laid 
"■'    hon.    friemls  .ind 


«"d  tha't  thi  ^X  Sl^jTet'  "^^Ji"'  *"» 
are  those  that  ^  ffTti,, '!  ^''  5"«"y  w««t 
Columbia  and  rive^^n^S^  *"!!  ''"°  ^^tish 
eral  products  S  th^  „"  ^7  "'"<■''  ^^^  "in- 
to market  Th^t  is  wh.f  *S""^  "»°  •*  t^" 
Therefore,  I  «'  t^aT^L^'^u""  """«  '•>'- 
cry  may  come^llin'V'™th. ''''"eye'  *!••  th» 
a  Une  as  my  hon  ^fri^Lt^  building  of  snob 
does  not  proc-eed  from  fh  P'"'*"*'  """  ^'T 
Columbia.*^  w7n  h^ve  t»  J"""?""'  "'  ^"^'"^ 
peal  from  the  sistpr  ^t  ^  ''^•"^  ""^  '"ud  up- 

we  heard  even  a  XC.7/ltt?"^r'  ""^^ 
was  sugcestedf    nr*^    "'  i*  '^^o'e  this  thinir 

the  vefy^'^roment  U^u'^ioVil^r*."""^  «■" 
ernn>ent  of  the  country  is  determine"l  "■"  «"^- 
i-ying  out  this  project  you  linT  "''""  '"' 
numerable  in  tlyouTo/u  ri^'lTr  •°- 
pers  and  all  the  mo„  „u  -*"  "•  the   pa- 

Kovernment  wm  T4e  i'„°  ?™/riendly  to  th. 
udgment  or  thelr1^Lc"eP„e^"'  ran ''  *^"' 
to  do  80.  When  the  n^Tw  ■  "  """w  th«m 
the  cry  win  erist?  hfrC.'?  """""need,  then 
was  no"  vo"e,X'^  w"L'no'^wor"ror^''J5"* 

a  transcontikentaTrailwavf"'^  'i"  ""*  '^**'  '"'' 
be,  taking  up  a   do^/;!I°'    u    ..''^'■''  '"^  ^  "'ay 

myi«If.lScauVlSmve^rt/f  ?'"«"""•  ** 
li"  Pre«  suggesting  a  ,Uh7l^ '".""' P"^- 
si'v  „r  advi^bil  tf  ",''°"'"  «»  to  the  neces- 
W.  T  hare  H   fj:,.^^J"°'e   ™ilways   in    th» 

and  I  do  not  know  lit  h'  •'"''"''°  somewhat* 
;?  the  future  fhe  urmiZ  T"  ."'  """^  '»^ 
line  as  this  would  h«  „.«  *,  I  ^  when  such  a 
but  now  or  in  ?he  imm.H^'r*^ /■"  ''^  «•>*  West; 
have  been  no  demand  for'  '"*""  "^'^  ""^^ 
project  as   this  '"'   ""^   «"'h   railway 

•Vf"-     McCREARY<      Does    th»    i 

"HornV-BL^^r^™;^-^^^    '''°"''" 

year.  *'*  million,  of  dolhira  last 


If 


-'■■IT' 


■..|.|. 

iiii 

I.,    . 

.    ki„, 
.m/u, 

■.     Hi. 

•vii! 


'^ncp  that  the  neo- 
'•"<!    this    legislation. 

•  province  of  British 
1^    there    any   call 

.•■wince  of  British 
'  >,ay  should   be  put 

I'ockies  and  carried 

'■'«    in.    I   have    not 

■i?e  the  proof  that 

'    '^  any  such  state- 

•  -   not  exist,     r  have 

■f  the  province    of 

••■ihvnT  venture  is 
it  pushed  through 

fliat  when  it  comes 
>  nd  and  construc- 
flles  of  the  Dopart- 
liow   what   railways! 

'  M  not  included  a  I 


-re"r")'wi„'^L1[«i,,«^  'Z  ^-"^  (^^r.  Mc- 
i'f  sight  of  ,h  H  quest  on  o7  T'  "'^"K^fher 
of  whi.h  he  speaks-  he  , rill  fi  "'^  '""KestioB 
considered  it.  WheOier  I  hi  ''  '  "'  ^  ^"''^ 
H'l.l  proper  conchfslon  or  not  win"-""''  ■"  ^^ 
those  who  consider  the  sublet-  """"  *"'' 

Mr.   Mc(;RRARV         """Joc— 

"on.    .Mr    BLAIR      v"'  ''?"• 
"^^everyonewh^,::^:,'^,-the.Usc.e.^ 

■!"■>■  v.s  a  ^rp„t  C'-  Metreary)  says  that 
he  f.ken  ont  last  vear  VV '  '^u  '''■""'"•ing  to 
the  lack  of  anothlr  lailZ'"  ^'"'*  '«'^""'"  "^ 
un.l,  vel,>,„.i  n'rthe"  ^'^^  "F  ""-""Kh  «,. 
.•""intryt     .No.  Sir    that  p.^°  """    "^t*" 

pie   hare   had^lSoSifficX  at^.l '?'"*'  ^■ 
oth..  cause   than   i^r^^^^  ^^  '-^^a^ 
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la  the  equipment  upon  these  railways.  If  juu 
have  read  carefully  what  haa  been  aaitl  by  these 
people,  you  will  And  ;lr:it  there  is  a  general 
canaemius  of  opinion  Hint  that  was  the  trou- 
ble, and  not  because  ikvy  n  anted  other  railways 
to  be  constructed  just  now  in  the  unpeopled 
territory.  The  traffic  was  congested  but  I 
think  the  congestion  will  very  soon  be  over- 
come, I  think  perhaps  it  may  be  pretty  well 
pnnided  agi>inst  now.  But  I  state  now  that 
the  thiro  railroads — and  I  am  including  the 
Mmnitoba  and  North-wc«tern,  for  although  they 
are  brunches  they  arit  still  extending  largely 
lag  that  r-ountry  with  all  reasonable  railway 
facilities  that  are  needed  at  present. 

Now,    there    haa    been    no    press    agitation, 
I«t  me  ad<l  that  I  have  not  heard  of  any  agita 
tion  in  the  maritime  provinces  or  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec.     In  the  city  of  Quebec  and 
neighborhood  there  is  quite  a  feeling  in  favour 
of  some   assistance   being  given   to  a   railway 
that  was  to  travel  over  much  this  same  route; 
and  so  far  as  that  sentiment  has  been  expressed 
it  ia  entitled  to  consideration.     I,  myself,  have 
been  in  sympathy  with  it,  and  I  am  going  to 
atate  fully  what  my  opinion  ia  in  that  regard 
before  I  conclude  my  observations.     But  I  do 
Bay    that    there   has    been    no    demand    in    the 
North-west   for   a   grand   transcontinental   line 
from  ocean  to  ocean;   there  has  been  none  in 
the  maritime  provinces.     I  never  heard  of  any, 
and  I    would  have  heard  it  if  it  existed.     No- 
body ever  heanl  of  this  project,  at  all  events, 
ontil  this  session  of  parliament  was  half  way 
tfarongh;    no   one   ever   heard   it   mooted   as   n 
■eheme   that   was   under  consideration   by   this 
government,  or  likely  to  be  submitted  to  parlia- 
ment for  an  extension  of  this  line  to  Moncton. 
There   has   been   no   press  agitation   in   favour 
of  it  during  the  last  six  months,  no  platform 
agitation,    no    discussion    in     parliament,     no- 
body  has   arisen  in   any   numbers,   or  even   in 
nnits,  and  said  that  we  want  another  transcon- 
tinental  railway,   moving   motions,   urging   the 
government  to  that  course.     Nobody  has  been 
eiUling  for  this,  therefore  it  is  a  mistake,  it  is 
misleading,   to  say   that   there   is  a   great   cry 
In   the   country   which   im{)els   this  government 
to  adopt  the  policy   that  has  been   determined 
upon.     Moreover,    Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  fair  to  add 
that   when   this   matter  did   first  come   up   for 
eon^'Meration,  when  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Company  first  moved  in  this  direction,  it  was 


the   duties   which   duriug  a  parliamentary  ses- 
sion are  cast  upon  members  of  the  goveriiment, 
I'lit   would   have   hesitateil   to   take   a   step   of 
this    magnitude    during    the    present    session. 
However,   Sir   we   have   the  scheme   before   uSr- 
iiiul   nc   must   deal   with   it  as   it  is.     I   think- 
that  a  different  scheme  might  have  been  with 
greater    advantage    to  the  country  derised.    If" 
«•(■  were  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  being  paramount  to  any  desires  or  any 
wishes    of    any    railway    campany,    I    think    a 
ilidVrent  scheme  from  this  could  have  been  and 
would  have  been  devised.     The  whole  proposal 
strikes   me    as   ill-considered.      There   are    facts 
which  should  have  been  ascertained  and  whicb- 
wlitn   ascertained  would  have  au<iice<l   to  show 
us  whether  the  step  to  which  we  were  commit^ 
ting  ourselves  was  one  which  we  could  safely 
t.'kc.      The    fact   when   available    which    would 
hiivc   given    us   confidence   in   either   not    mov- 
inn  nt  all  or  in  moving  forward  in  the  direction 
we  are  now  asked  to  take.     But  we  are  in  the 
(Inik.     We  cannot  say  that  things  are  not  so, 
li'cnuse  we  do  not  know;   we  cannot  say  they 
•ire   so   because   we  have   not  any   information 
Hlii;h  would  justify  us  in  saying  it.    We  may 
finil.   if  this  thing  goes  on,  that  it  is  a  huge 
blunder,  that  it  is  a  grave  mistake.     We  may 
find  when  it  is  too  late,  that  the  best  interests 
of  this  country  would  have  l)een  better  served 
!.v    n    iting,   by  putting  off  till   to-morrow,  by 
ilel'iying  long  enough  to  make  a  proper  investi- 
gation and  inquiries. 

N'ow,  we  have  this  session— and  I  think  that 
iinght  to  be  borne  in  mind — ma<le  large  pro- 
>isiois  for  a  western  railwav  extending  tiirough 
iilmost  ine  whole  of  the  fertile  belt  to  Edmon- 
ton i)t  all  events.  We  are  providing  this  year  a 
guarantee  of  bonds  for  600  miles,  and  another 
idilitional  100  miles  in  another  direction.  Now, 
thnt  is  a  considerable  thing  for  parliament  to 
liitve  done  in  one  session,  seeing,  if  I  am  not 
in-orrei-tly  informed,  that  the  country  through 
which  that  railway  passes  is  not  settled,  that 
it  remains  to  be  settled,  and  we  hope  to  invite 
sittlcment  by  me^ins  of  it.  That  railway  tiOO 
n  il.'s  long,  benefiting  a  tract  of  country  15 
lo  '0  miles  on  each  siile  of  it,  will  ultimate- 
ly be  settled,  but  it  will  take  a  great  many 
|"i>l(le  iind  it  will  take  some  time  to  cettle  it, 
I'M  n  with  all  the  railways  to  the  south  of  it. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  you  need  to  make 
I   new  railway  to  the  north.     I  think  the  case 


;( 


not  for  this  scheme  that  they  moved ;  they  |  is  abundantly  clear  that  we  have  <lonp  amply 
moved  for  a  much  more  limited  scheme,  they  i  well  this  yenr,  at  all  events,  in  the  way  of  giv- 
moved  for  a  scheme  which  invohTd  aid  to  a  ing  .i  guarantee  amounting  to  $9,000  000  to- 
railway  to  North  Bay.  aa  they  told  us  publicly,  wards  the  construction  of  the  Canailian  N'orth- 
That  was  their  idea,  these  other  features  have  cm.  W-  '.ive  done  that  after  two  v-rs  of 
been  added  since,  and  I  suppose  it  was  con-  ...nsidcration,  and  only  came  to  a  final  con- 
ndered  necessary  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  elusion  during  the  prrsent  session  of  parlia- 
these  bonding  privileges  hnd  been  imi)erillcd.  nicnt.  Now,  my  own  view  would  he  that  if  we 
and  other  direful  consequencesi  seemed  to  be  \  -  ntod  to  pass  railway  legislation,  if  we 
imminent.  ,  wnri'ed    to   do   something  of  aiivntnge  for  the 

Now,  Sir,  when  we  consider  all  thiiio  facts,  trnnsportation  of  the  cnnntrv,  if  nc  wanted  to 
f"**  j.^uf  ''*''**'  '*  """'''  ''*''™  '"  ^  almost  secure  to  our  Canadian  sea-porti  the  trans- 
Inrredible  that,  under  such  circumstances,  no  portntion  of  western  products,  we  "mild  have 
Iwed  should  be  paid  to  an  «iii>eal  that  we  extended  the  Intercolonial  to  Georgian  bay  by 
Bhnnlil  go  slow,  that  we  should  see  what  we  ncqniring  the  Canada  Atlantic.  Of  .  ourse  Mr 
mn  doing,  that  we  should  carefully  study  the  Si«^!.ker.  that  involves  a  continuation  of  the 
beanngs  of  the  question  in  all  its  aspects,  principle  of  government  ownershin  n  nrin- 
I  would  have  thought  there  is  scsrcelv  one  cinle  to  which  I  know  a  great  many  peo- 
minister  in  the  government,  burdened  with  all    pie  are  hostile.     It  would  involve  the  govern- 


\i-:: 
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visit  «.|.ieh   tl.e   riKh?  hon    'J„''"L!':!'°'"'."?'»t^l  n>o»t  ,houT7L.lrI  f°  "I?.*  »'  '!«»  «»«  gOT.^ 

i>riaB 
'  govern- 


visit  which   the   richt\nn    '      .?'    ""'"'''""atp    moBt  ghm.l,?^;  i.  ^°  °°*  "^  *•>«»  the  con 

Depot  Harbour  o'^'^fh'erc  Jon  '^r^  t'"^   4^^^'bistt^S  Z  Tf''^^^^^^ 
-boned  in  his  speeeh      I     w?  .       <"''  ""^  m^n     ment  mieht  v^^'^"'i  *>  ""y  ^l^t  the  gov« 
_Ji".presaiou   "pon^his"  n,i„a^'*J^%7'«'li;?We    and   a    fuV'l^e   Z^e  T°  "  '™."^  "»»  ^ 

reason,  no  amount  of  «nT,'"''  '"'  »"""■■"  "'  way  I  ?i";iLT"'*  "'  «'«  intercolonial  Rait 
lift  fro™  my  hon.''te^rSd''tt  ?*"^'*"^J  "■«''  «-  a'-po^Hey^l/r  •"'?»  an  ,v£d'^ 
conviction  that  was  brought  1^  81%^''-°'    ""*  •""'  ""e  Xe7cannofh  """".*•  ""''    ""*'• 

bour  I  am  not  at  all  clar    h„f  ?  ^f""  Har-    hon.    gentleman    on     »I  '"  '?»"  *  PorUon^ 

«bip.    The  i„,preL?rt  ,at  h..fT'°"'''''*  ''«•'«■'•    hear  That     he  Z  ^''".^''  ^"^  »«*»  anrio^to 

question  of  the  Interco  onial  HaHw    """'"  """Nrenee  to^this  rTilwL  Z  "'"'"?  '"^  "  "^ 
a  battledore  and  shuttWnrOr  ?"!''"y  "^  ""eh    that  no  noiicv  w^.^1^    ^  ''■°"'**  ''«''«  heard 

:!::....have_beeome    «„ed    fb^^.Ji°"?«./'-     '   ■^^^^^'5'^'  "  "^ 


they  have  'leeome  fi.ri  "'k  "l*  "»"««  'h"' 
P'eju<Uce  andTis  t  ''^f?'"'^'^  'ull  of 
then,  or  remove  tL'^  'E  'if 't".  ■'°"«''»'^° 
to  .10  something  which  wn.?"„-  '""ej  «ante<l 
a    response    to    the    nafionn      ^"•''  «"'len<-P  of 


Hhall   he   owned   ,ml   on.™V''[\'"'""*'y   "'""h 
"•ent.     Now    we  hi  .T.™***    .V   ""»  ««"«™- 


>vo„,,r  ,,,ve   ;,,„r.  °T,'°     •  ""P^^tions     they  .;„„   of   i.       *"«.  I°t«'eolonial    Baii;,;!^ 

^oul.l    have    found    the  3*''^^''.''^    •""'    ""-v  r  gh     hon     len,'.""'"'"'""^    ■'''""'•    "»'»    w^f  tS 

opinion  that  IZllZ  Sedl^.  "'   P"*'"'-  "'^"'"tX  e?r.°crVl''H'\'''''*   "^'^ 

them  in  goine  there  n:i»i^tu"  "'"'  '"PPorted  over  and  nv„,  „    ■  ■     •       ^^^  ''■'at  I  have  sai« 

lal  Raihvi.y  was  extended  f^w!  Jntercolon-  extend  he  rond  int„  '  ..-^u  '?'"■''  ^e'ritory  yoS 
that  that  'would  be  the  next  r'*H'/  *'^'*  ^^e  bettoT  ^  w  „  /"  f'l^.t  'Y".  ^  ""X^net^v^ 
would  make     I  felt  .k  f  ■?         '"""'''    that    we    wav  «n.l   t!>  "e.for  the  Intercolonial  Rail! 

^tep   ,o   tak"      I  hL\.  Ten  Cr"  V  P"-P"    "P  ''''  inerar^^^^^  -d   b^ 

»tn>Kpli>iir  vaiinntly  in  order  to  f , .  '"  ^'""'■''  *>"'''""»?  a  road  thrmi.hfh'"  ^°"  *»*  «»»»* 
■uccess  in  that  direction  Th  ^"^"'''^  some  the  province  of  N„w  if  *''^.  •■''"*™1  Part  of 
taken  thongh.  Other  ie«  J  ^i  "l"''"  ''■'"  ^''M  ^•""  "'iffht  get  a  The^n  """,'"1"''  '"  ""l^'  that 
potent.    tl,4  mine    hn've  ""„  I  .T"    "!•  ">-H  "-    Int^orcn^i^V^ir"  »"V'  ^_':""  ."»■*?  than 


— --^«n    111    inn 

taken    though.      Other"  v"ie«/'l^i  •"1!"''   '''"'    f'-jvou  might  Jet"a  Ph»=,.""'"Tl'"'  '"  ""^"r  tha 

potent.    th4  mine    hnve    b7e„  lilT*'    ""  •."""^    "'"    '"^"-loniM    S^ICv""?  ^'•*7  '""*•'  *»' 

in  It,   nnd   if   must 


perienoP  of  f  .„  n   ™' "•»?■   I   point   to   the  ex- 

winter    „n,I    summer    for    t^i^       ■    ""'"  '«"■»"    in  one  snnse-nt  nil  .     Railway-g  contest 

product,  nf  our  oTn  cm  nt  t'    ?",^'^:„°'    •'-    ^^"  ™"«' "  ha/tnk "n  Xe '  "m"  •^f'"'?'"  ^^ 

=?vrr i^a  liSf^^^nd  ;:;^  htl  BS"" "-  ^^ 

erence  to  mv  railway  eStl^    f^u""*"  '"  ^"^^    f^e  "t'tte  of  "  .'ine      w   "'""»  '""'«  """"KH 

vrui-weat— thejr  Me  provid- 
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In  le»»  time  than  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
eoulil  haul  their  cattle  trains  over  their  own 
line  2,1!)  milcH  shorter  in  difitnnce.  That  Ih  n 
fact,  and  therefore  I  say  that  we  can  ivlth 
tgood  reason  claim  that  the  Intercolonial  Bail- 
way  can  hold  its  own  against  the  competition 
of  nnv  orlier  rnilway  whiiji  may  be  constructed 
in  New  Brunswick,  except  the  railway  whieb 
will  ri'n  friiiti  !<i^i"r:  ip  F 'iiri  uirvtrv  down 
the  valley  of  St.  John  to  the  city  of  St.  John, 
which,  of  course,  has  very  much  more  favour- 
able grades  than  those  on  the  Cnnadian  Pacific 
Sailway.  I  was  going  to  add  that  it  is  clear 
from  the  information  which  is  easily  obtain- 
able, and  some  of  which  I  have  iu  my  hand, 
and  which  I  would  perhaps  not  be  warranted 
ia  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  reading, 
■that  there  is  a  very  large  traffic  done  by  the 
Canada  Atlantic  Bailway  in;  shipping  from 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  that  Ihri':  busi- 
nen  could  unquestionably  be  increased.  It  fol- 
lows then  that  it  could  have  been,  but  as  the 
offioars  of  the  Canada  Atlantic  Bailway  will 
*«11  you,  they  have  been  in  neel  of  addition- 
al locomotives  and  cars,  and  perhaps  they  have 
"been  at  some  disadvantage  owing  to  the  single 
traek:  I  am  not  clear  about  th'it.  At  all 
-events,  ears  and  locomotives  are  much  needed 
hf  them  if  they  are  to  increase  their  traffic, 
and  if  they  diil  increase  their  equipment  in 
that  respect  their  business  would  also  corre- 
apondingly  increase.  Now,  then,  the  naviga- 
«on  at  that  point  i»  very  much  later  than 
it  is  through  the  canals.  I  understand  from 
Mr.  Booth  that  Depot  Harhoiir  is  open  at  least 
a  month  or  six  weeks  later  in  the  fall,  and 
»ome  two  or  three  weeks  earlier  in  the  spring, 
than  is  the  navigation  on  the  canals,  so  that 
they  could  take  shipments  across  the  lake  dur- 
ing a  period  when  the  canal  system  is  not 
«pencd.  Therefore,  you  have  advantages  over 
that  road  which  you  cannot  got  in  any  other 
way.  and  yon  would  be  picking  up  the  traffic 
«t  the  points  where  it  can  be  had,  and  from 
which  il  is  seeking  carriage.  The  traffic  comes 
•down  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  on  both  sides 
of  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  getting  water 
transport.  Irecause  they  allege  that  water 
transport  is  very  much  cheaper  thnn  rail  tran- 
sport under  anv  circumstances,  and  by  this 
means  you  wonld  be  able  to  secure  fhat  traffic. 
Uow,  sir,  so  much  for  the  Georgian  bay. 

It  has  been  my  first  hope  and  my  first  desire 
thitt  the  government  of  the  country  should  take 
up  that  question  of  the  Canada  Atlantic  Bail- 
way  and  acquire  it,  as  they  could  acquire  it, 
I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  upon  reasonable 
terms,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  very  moderate 
amount  of  money  wonld  have  connected  it  with 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  you  would  have 
then  a  railway  which  waa  running  through  our 
own  territory,  which  was  picking  np  the  traffic 
just  where  the  people  wanted  to  have  it  picked 
up,  and  which  would  have  given  you  an  ojjt- 
let  and  a  gatewey  through  our  own  porta. 

Now,  Sir,  addressing  myself  to  the  present 
acheme  of  the  construction  of  this  railway 
from  Quebec  to  the  west,  I  am  not  going  to 
■ay  that  it  is  a  project  that  has  not  very 
much  to  recommend  it,  and  perhaps  a  project 
which  I  would  gladly  see  carried  out,  and  which 
T  would  hoW  up  both  hands  to  aupport  nnder 
^(qper  conditions  and  in  a  proper  way.    If  we 


could  be  satisfied  that  the  country  to  be  tra- 
versed bjr  that  railway  from  Quebec  to  the 
prairies  la  a  fertile  country  which  will  invita 
and  support  settlement,  and  wliich  will  sup- 
port a  railway  from  a  local  |  .int  of  view, 
then  I  should  siiy,  let  us  go  ahciul  and  build 
it  aa  rapidly  as  the  occasion  arises,  as  rapidhr 
as  the  settlement  of  the  country  wiU 
call  for  it,  and  as  rapidly  as  we .  «aB 
justify  it  uuiler  a  proper  aaiiiinistratioa  of 
affairs.  I  would  not  put  any  obstacle  in  tha 
way  of  the  rapid  construction  of  it,  after  yon 
have  possessed  jnurMclf  of  all  information  with 
regard  to  it;  after  you  have  found  out  what 
it  is  going  to  cost,  what  is  the  limit  of  the 
liability  you  assume,  whether  or  not  you  can 
get  a  suitable  route,  and  generally  possessed 
yourself  of  that  information  which  any.oidia- 
ary  business  man  would  put  himself  in  pos- 
session of  before  he  would  embark  in  any  sneh 
undertaking.  So  far  as  the  construction  of  thn 
Quebec  portion  is  concerned,  I  would  heartily 
favour  its  construction  by  the  government,  I 
would  heartily  favour  its  operation  by  the  gov- 
ernment, provided  they  had  taken  these  ftio- 
per  precautionary  steps,  which,  however,  they 
have  not  taken.  My  quarrel  with  the  (^vem- 
ment  so  far  as  this  portion  of  the  vader- 
taking  is  concerned,  rests  almost  entirely  upon 
the  consideration  that  they  are  plunging  head- 
long into  this  thing,  in  a  most  unwise,  in- 
judicious, and  unbusinesslike  way,  when  by  a 
little  pause,  by  a  year  or  two  of  delay  to  get 
information,  we  might  be  put  in  possession  of 
facts  which  would  justify  us  in  proceeding^nd 
surely  a  year  or  two  Ls  not  a  long  time  in  tha 
life  of  this  Canadian  nation;  surely  Oaaads 
is  not  going  to  come  to  an  end  so  soon  that 
two  years  is  a  term  of  any  importance  to  be 
considered  in  our  national  life.  I  apprehend 
that  we  would  have  needed  two  years  in  or- 
der to  have  obtained  a  thorough,  complete,  and 
correct  survey  and  exploration  of  that  whole 
country.  And  having  that,  the  government 
could  have  come  to  parliament,  and  thejr  could 
have  gone  to  the  country  ami  given  reasons 
for  the  faith  that  is  in  them,  and  given'  sub- 
stantial ground  for  asking  the  people  ,(0  en- 
cumber themselves  with  a  liability  of  ♦40,- 
nO(l,onn,  or  »50,000,000  or  $60,000,000,  or  per- 
haps more  for  the  const  ruction  of  Ulis  •  rail- 
way. If  you  delay  it  in  order  to  obtain  thia 
information,  you  could  have  come  Ui  '.parlia- 
nicnt  upon  solid  ground  with  your  proposi- 
tion, and  if  you  had  that  solid  ground  the 
country  would,  1  am  sure,  heartily  and  really 
sustain  you.  But  as  you  aie  going  now,  as 
you  are  plunging  into  it.  you  may  possibly 
plunge  into  what  is  going  to  be  a  disaster. 
I  cannot  say;  no  man  can  say  that  that  -coun- 
try is  not  of  abounding  fertility.  No  man 
can  say  that  that  iwuntry  will  not  aff<<rd  the 
amplest  amount  of  traffic.  No  mna  ean  say 
that  it  is  not  rich  in  all  the  varied  irMOnrcc* 
which  distinguish  other  portions  of  .<^anada. 
No  man  can  say  that  there  would  not  be  a  mint 
of  money  made  by  any  company  that  .'would 
operate  a  railway  through  that  country,  Bn* 
the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  we  know  noth- 
ing about  it.  We  have  no  information  abont 
it.  The  government  is  not  in  possession  of 
any  information  about  it,  or  at  all  events  U 
thej-  are  I  have  never  known  of  it  and  tkay 
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BOX. 


'II 


»upp»rt  for  a  rniliav-  iJ  u  M''T  "  ""   '°'»I 

try;    if   it    l"    that    fL         !*''.''''•'    ^^^  '""n- 

fill    „p   ivifh   80    ]^Ll\*'  J":*   "^    <^'«»»<l-i    will 

*to   i,.;,,   i       irth^n     nnfr   t"'«™"f-^" 

in   that  co;mtrv  ;hr.-,\TnJ:f  .^"V''",''''^''"'! 
unfit  after  alltho  ^.i  "'"""*   ^  hauled   out 

to   fho  „"rk"t    ,   ta^ke„P"ri  ""^'"'^  '"  '"■«'""" 
vast    ..n.-H    of      -ina.iM    in    ^v,?"'?'    ♦''"   "'h" 

l.m.l.e;  t),.nt  ',  ;„       Zertt^  *'"""  •^^'-''^  t"- 
th,  lumber  of  British  .LiK-'^'""'^""""  ">■»'' 

out  of  tint  eonntrr    Xt  «  "I    '"''"    ^"^^ 

this  g<^vernn„.„f    ,?;,     ,^*  'l','?."""**'""'  P'""«'' 
taking   in    lon.ling   s,„  p"  Z"''"™''"*  """h"   be 

represent  tl,;  peo^f,  'T^'  '"  '^'^  ""  '■'••r  n-,  T 
and  the  people  of  \wn,  •  f"!"  '•""■''titwney 
to  «.sk  a«  nnv  other  ^'^""'""'k;  lam  entitlefl 
on«tIe,l  to  a  V  t  at  ;",7o  ;■;  "J  *'''^  """^^  *' 
Oe^oe  before  me  thUTm'  ^T  ""'"'K'^  «^'- 
order  to  rifrive  at  an  hoLT"'^  ,^  ^^tisM  in 
I  rtall  feel  tha?  T  L  nof  h'"''*""^"'"  ":'  ♦'»" 
coininittinff    a    cmve^n?)    a    '^     "^  possibility 

:^l;;''> -">"'-- to -^e^r^f^j^; 

other   western  Trnffi/»o 7,*' J""^  '"'•  whatever 
that  road-wLt™er  otTe    '^   \''  ''"'^'•*«'J   »'« 
find  its  way    here  L  „«''""    "°  *'*"'<=  '^°"''' 
outlet  from^the  heart  oP:V,"^"i«  '»  "^king  an, 
our  friends  eonfidrnHv^ext'o  ''n'd  y}t  ^"  ^^'^ 
regard  to  the  future  proswet  o?  /l  ^^L'^"^  ""'' ' 
which  would  come  to  th!f       °J }^^  advantages 
way,  is  fullv  reXed    so^J'l*  '![<""  '^at  rail- 
we   will   all   be  able   to   «n  ""'•*'"'  ''«»«''  "<< 
results.     But  we  do  nif  /'''P'''''J«te    such   good 

posBibility  ofTuctbetficTaTr'^uuf '^  V"^ 
JH>  information  that  wouI.l^L  i  J  J*  ''=^« 
opUion  on  the  matter  ?n,i  i''*"*  '"  *"""  ■"• 
the    governn,ent    „  ,v'  ?a  111  "'^  ^  "V  '•"" 

they  ought  not  to  L..^  •     .r'"'«"l''r    "tether 

the,  are^jskin-g' :s%nrpro%!''''  P'°^-'  ^^^^ 
to- haT;  comr-Lrrr.^'J?  "  *"•=  W«  ""ght 
meot,  and  we' oSTto^'Savrs:?}  f  "  P^*"- 
*n(l  to  the  country  wt  ^"1*0  parhamcnt 
preyed   with   fv.  •    '      "*  *"■«  'STourablv  im- 

itSn^of  ano'theTtr^^^  ?■'  *■"«  '"'^^  <="" 
lut,  .,  busings  men  ^'t^^ont'-ental  railway; 

inen  we  think  thaT^e^P""^""'  ""^  '"""""^ 
-take  is  to  get  an  »nni  P-^J**""  =«'»''»«  'or  us  to 
in  order  that  thU^w^?."**"""  f""""  ^"^'^^'^ 
proposed  the  raiwavi'hifl  iT*"^  r^'^  '*  » 
-it  has  not  been  offidallr  il^f"'*,"*  '"  «''  *«■■  »" 
*•  we  have  notTen  mt^'T'^'-,'!'"'  '"  "o  '" 
^ooditiofls;  shaU  S  «!,*  """j"""  '^«'  i« 
kao^n   fo'the   peopl!   oTT.    T"^  , '"'^    ""'<1« 

"■M  waaonably  and  aj  tSl^  Ji^i?. '"  «  *« 
J«^,  and  whe^n  we^go"?  t'h'i'ou-grrhTp^^tr 
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w«JtereooX''''^''.\ruld"f "   »""°«"^ 
on      the       alert        .    .1.   ''"''  °"r  offieUIa 

when      the     growing   „    >       ''"'"''     ^ 
"'     the      eoifnTrv    ''wo  n*^'   •  ""'      P"»^t. 
ther  exteasion    a/d  wL     i  ^•'"•'""y     »     f"- 
if  nobody  else  .ntlt^  ^*^."  "'"«'  """e,  thea 
did,  my  idM  would  hTTh^'*'  '""^  ""•""  ''  »••" 
r.ur   road  afonr-    1      'u"*  "^  "'^''"'d  eoiitinS 
"ong  .iustfS'   feV"f;to"'d"^t"!"";r''    "^ 
interest  of  the  country      tL*.-'  '°.- ""  '"» 
"hich  T  have  sai.I  r. ,  ^'     ^'"'  *■""  discusalon 
taken  place      The  n'u.r"  "^''^'O'^-  would  h«». 
i-roject    „p'     the    pSbHc     'J':??'  '""'•'  *"*«  *"• 
hnp«,  be  Li  to  sC  e^teit    n'°l-  "''«'■''    P"" 
'lixcnss  the  matterTn  an  ?t,V^    •'"""'"'  '""'^•' 
would  get  the  idea,  of  A  '"'»"''Rs,  an.l  you 

government  owtrshn  an/""'''"  "^  »»  '^'""h« 
'  ^i»n.  or  .ompanrowrrrsM,^^  government  opera- 
tion would  ^  the  mo^r  P-''"u"""'""'y  "Pora- 
n>?nt«  would  be  bror,/"™^'"'  ""'^  t*""  »nfn- 
would  have  Ihe  pe";  e^^t'f  Kl ^f"  ""'■..  «■"!  ^ 
sion  of  all  the  faet,  n^M  '!"  f"'  '"  I'o™«>- 
'0    be   a,i,X.T/;„;/  t'':  «eheme  which  wa. 

eommitted'Joit.adopLn         ""•   •"•'*''«^»"y 
^_  The  points  that  I  think  o„„h*  ..  v.  .       .     . 


T,; V   •"  '"I  Booption.  — ' 

intolr-^Vtt'r/  :"'/■"  7F"  '»  »*  -<}-«* 

route  north  of  the  heUr^;''^  ?;!  P'^'t'caWi 
I'ec  and  the  prairies?  Wh.f""'^,*"""*""  Q°«- 
••ostf  What  are  Ihe  „r  °'*"""  ">«  railway 
What  are  the  natural  r?/""'  °^  settlement? 
toryf  Ts  there  a  -nn.l  ""^  "'  ">«  terri- 
<l>ere  will  bi  a  loeaftraffiTt"'"  *?  •'"■"•'^''  »»"»* 
These,  and  cognate  'uestTon^°  h^'^V"  *'"'  '•'>»'>» 
first  inquired  into  tw^."'  "'"•"''''  ^  think,  be 

responsible  goieSme'nt"  of  Th'"*'  "^-^  »>'  '^» 
n-it  ourselves  to  a  work  of  fh"  '"'""*'^^  *°  «»■- 
>fow,  Sir,  I  am  wf,„u.    *•""  ™aKnitude. 

tention'to  some  ?eatu°ef  o,Th':^'"T  '"  "=""  '*" 
nection  with  the  observ^t"onH^h°K"r''t'  "  «°^ 

".tw^;^  "asi  ?'»i""  ss 

of  the  western  Mrt  thL^'V"'^'  ""d  especially 
to  the  opentng  an  of  new  V  """.  "'"'  »  ""^ 
for  settlement  both  in  rte  ^"'»"^  availabl. 
and  in  the  wwt,  and  the  «fl-o  v""  P™'"'"** 
portation  facilit  es  for  .,,  h  T  "  1"«  °^  trans- 
other  reasons  tenecessHvM""''!'^'  •»""»  '»' 
eonstrucUon  of  a  NaUon^a.  ^  ""*»  '"'  "«• 
Railway."  National     Transcontinantol 

tha?;o„1';etroceed"to%h'"'  *"'''  '"'  '<»"ta 
a  National  TrCco„t1ne  '  I  %''°f""^'="°»  «' 
operated  as  a  common  raUwivh1!,r^  *°  ^ 
the  Dominion  of  Canida  fl^  highway  acnw 
and  wholly  within  (tl.^-"  '"''"'»  to  oceu 

to  that  partcTular  featn-e  fh,^"'*'"^-'  "^ 
desire  to  call  the  ntt.  .*        .   '"'  »  moment  I 

Of   the   fundamttTgrnd/ in", '!''"'••    °-- 

which  this  scheme  is  fonnrtLs^        1   *'*'"«   "P<»» 

:  th«  consequen.^^  *f 'this  ^i.     w"*^  ^'"'  «»  «• 

ther  advance  ^th  Mt  .      *  '■'^'■'  "•'"  I  'or- 

neee«,ary  t^Vraish  to  tS5i"?""*-r'  ^^"^  "  '" 
are  one^ing  np"nd  devdo^!,"""'^  '"«''  »« 
'»ay  highway.  developing  a  common  rail- 

been  choLnX^'tTe'pur"!*''''*/'"^'^   ^ 

"P~i«=iaa.  rtiVi^Prt.-.'„r/4»«^ 
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way  in  any  sense,  not  a  railiray  wfaieh  could  be 
owned  and  controlled  by  a  corporation,  al- 
thou(;h  aubjcct  tu  all  the  powera  uf  control 
wbivli  niay  be  exercised  throuKh  any  tribunal 
which  parliament  may  constitute,  but  a  govern- 
ment railway,  to  bo  used  in  a  different  aenac 
from  an  ordinary  railway— ^nmetliin);  in  tho 
nature  of  a  highway,  only  with  raila,  go  that 
•rery  railway  company  which  came  along  would 
have  the  right  and  opportunity  afforded  to  it 
of  traversing  this  railway  with  its  trains;  so 
that,  as  my  bon.  friend  said  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  a  train  could  start  at  St.  John  or  Hali- 
fax, run  to  Moiietiin.  get  on  to  this  railway,  ■mi 
come  out  at  Port  Sinipson;  so  that  your  loco- 
motive, you  train  and  your  train  bands  could 
go  on  a  long  junketing  tour  across  the  conti- 
nent i'roni  St.  John  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  That 
is  to  say,  it  would  he  a  railway  common  to 
•very  railway  company  to  use.  That  is  the 
meaning,  I  apprehend,  of  the  language  used, 
or  clap  there  is  no  meaning  in  it  at  all. 

Now  let  me  call  attention  to  clause  24  of  the 
contract,  whiih  contains  two  or  three  sub- 
clauses which  point  to  the  same  idea:  First, 
•ab-clauac  (a),  and  next,  sub-clause  (b).  On 
reference  to  these  clauses — I  need  not  read 
them— ycu  will  see  that  they  fortify  the  idea 
that  train.if  might  come  along  and  pick  up  this 
railway,  and  run  along  it  in  the  ordinary  way 
in  which  a  man  with  a  horse  and  cart  may 
travel  along  the  highway.  To  show  that  this  is 
the  idea  that  underlies  the  measure,  I  will  read 
a  brief  extract  from  what  was  said  by  the  right 
hon.  leader  of  the  government  on  this  subject. 
At  page  7692  of  'Hansard,'  my  hon.  friend 
■aya  this: 

So  that  under  this  agreement  an  fntercnlonial 
train  can  leave  St.  John  or  Halifax  and  iiroreed 
all  the  way  to  Port  Simpson.  Under  t'.m  agree- 
ment, a  train  of  the  great  Northern  nr  of  tlif 
Canadian  Northern  can  enter  r.pin  this  road 
at  ai'v  pcii't  and  go  as  far  a^  the  m<r:lii>'e 
provinces.  So  we  have  giiar<led  this  print  in  ' 
evfr\-  way,  and  I  believe  that  in  th-s  respect 
the  provisions  we  have  made  will  crmmdnd  the ' 
full  aati.sfaction  of  the  Canadian  p'  opie. 

Jt  it  were  possible  to  produce  the  most  con- 
clusive ond  striking  evidence  that  si  me  featurca 
of  this  contract  were  fnirel  without  c  .nsnlta- 
tion  with  and  without  the  advice  or  the  opin- 
ion of  inybody  who  knows  anything  at  all  about 
Tajiroading,  these  clauses  in  the  contract  ai.il 
this  clause  in  the  preimb  e  afford  that  evi- 
dence. A  more  absolutely  unworkable,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  every  raiiwav  maW  in  the  country, 
a  more  senseless  su^westinn  it  wou'd  be  dilB- 
eult  tn  make.  The  idea  of  commen.Mng  a  scheme 
involving  all  the  millions  of  expenditure  "hich 
it  is  nroposed  that  this  scheme  shall  Involve, 
and  then  saying  yon  will  do  It  in  order  tn  estab- 
lish a  eoirmnn  railway  highway,  so  that  'a' 
eorrrnny,  'b'  comp-iny,  'c'  company  «nd  'd' 
•eompcny  may  have  their  trains  travel  thousands 
•f  iri?eB  over  this  railway,  r  have  endeavoured 
to  ufpe  the  view,  but  without  the  slightest  suc- 
cess, that  that  was  not  railway  usa-^e  "»  prac- 
tice or  possibility;  but  it  is  here  all  th*  same. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  my  hon.  friends  had 
appealed  to  the  honest  opinion  of  the  genernl 
manager  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  himself, 
lo  wrnld  have  pofnted  out  to  thorn  the  utter 
CaHaey  of  saeh  a  snggestion  as  that— the  abso- 


lute and   utter  impossibility  of  any  such   plan 

fceiug  worked  out.  Just  li  ok  at  it:  What  ikies 
i:  ii.wjivef     It  involv0i  that  a  train  sh  ill  iMve 

he  Interc<donial  Kailway,  with  its  train  hajicls, 
its  loconiotivoB  and  its  rara,  and  shall  start  out. 

:t  lur.s  its  first  dfly;  what  w  11  it  dof  It  bus 
.nthor    to    lie    at    aniiie    particular    puiut    nver 

light,  or  get  irtsh  n:i'n  ami  a  fresh  Ijcoin.itxve. 

1  ou  have  to  have  your  locomotive  looked  afior 
and  repaired ;  you  have  to  have  yi  at  men  aieep 
and  your  engine  cooleil,  and  -.cher  t'a.igs  at- 
tended to.  Or,  take  your  time  and  stay  un  the 
road.  In  that  case,  you  would  jave  to  javyinir 
board,  or  be  looked  after  in  that  wjy.'  5Jou 
would  have  to  provide  rest  liouEes  fir  your  men, 
and  engine  houses  for  your  engines,  l-hiery 
-■(.nipany  would  have  its  mg  ne  houses  and  its 
rest  houses,  and  every  i  ne  of  its  train.i  would 
have  to  lie  over  after  it  l.ad  gone  as  far  as  it 
could  in  a  day,  until  it  rested  and  ivaa  ready 
to  go  en  again  the  next  d.i.v.  Woulu  n.)t  tiuit 
be  a  very  comfortable  way  of  conducting  th« 
railway  business  of  the  cnuntryf  You  could 
not  do  that,  you  say;  that  would  be  absurd. 
Well,  what  else  would  you  dof  There  would 
haM'  to  (;e  some  authority  in  charge,  which 
would  have  spar?  locomotives  and  spare  nieu 
whom  you  could  utilize  to  look  after  and  rejiair 
them  at  every  120  .,r  '  'n  miles  along  .his  rail- 
way. Then,  that  thing  would  have  to  be 
repeated  .ill  over  the  line.  Why  is  that  not 
done  nowt  Because  it  ia  utterly  impracticable. 
The  only  practicable  way  is  to  have  some  rail- 
way comuiasion  or  some  general  tribunal  dx>al 
with  the  matter.  When  different  railways  are 
anxious  to  use  a  road  in  common,  they  constitute 
themselves  into  a  board,  wiiich  board  apptiints 
its  officers  and  raiploya  its  men,  who  will  b^ive 
general  suj  ervisicn  over  the  common  road  so  as 
to  ensure  its  cuitable  use  to  all.  This  associa- 
tion would  have  to  own  the  locomotives  and 
manage  cverythii :g  in  order  to  ensure  fair  pLiy. 
But  auch  a  body  could  rot  operate  a  transcnti- 
nental  I'ne  rnnning  its  tri'ins  three  thousand 
miles  to  the  Paiiflc  coast.  Kight  of  way  is 
3oi!:etin;e3  gi\cu  Vy  or.e  riniivav  to  another 'over 
its  line,  but  only  for  abort"  ilistanceJ.  The 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  use  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  h?twten  Toronto  and  Hamilton:  But 
that  is  a  very  short  mileage;  and  when  you  lalk 
of  giving  various  railw^-ys  flie  use  of  a  line  <• 
thousand  miles  long,  the  thing  is  not  possiblu. 
A  con:mon  railway  highwav  is  not  feaaibie. 
You  cannot  w^  k  out  any  sueli  idea.  The  iiiea 
is   however   p  rward,   aa   one  of   the    gteat 

merits   of   (  i  ,.mc,   that   it   will   provide    a 

common  rrdh.  ghway  which  may  be  used  by 

all  the  railway  .liinfiauci  that  n:ay  desire  to 
connect  with  this  lino  across  tj  the  prairies.  Jt 
is  claimed  that  all  thca^.-  other  companies'  may 
senil  their  trains  rver  it.  Tl:at,  Sir,  can  never 
be  worked  out.  There  are  good  reasons  way 
the  latter  feature  of  this  scheme,  involving  the 
lefiaing  of  this  road  to  a  private  cnrnoration, 
will  defeat  the  pn««ihi!ity  of  this  road  bei-jg 
utilized  to  any  extent  by  any  other  compi:iiy 
doing  business  in  the  western  country.  The 
same  rcas-ns  which  wou!d  .justify  the  constriic- 
tion  of  this  road  by  the  government  call  for 
its  operation  by  the  govfriiment.  There  is  no 
other  way  in  which  the  advantages  whieh  are 
supposed  to  accrue  from  government  ownenbiu 
can  accrue   to   the   people.     When  X   speak  of 
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us: 


▼ears.  Km  l,a."L  ^f  ;,  L  fiff  ''^"'"'  "'  ""^ 
fenl  t"  tlu.ir  ^i,in;  .  '."''y^'''"'««'^'«iva• 
that  porn  I  I  Zh?,:*"  ""Tr^'P  """"« 
opera  r  it,  and  [n    h?,  «,      ""2    ""'   '""^'l   ""J 

x,:';.K-7S  •"*•'■-" '''=^ 

sir!  rE3' "=«'.£*:;: 
n.™,.i/,  ;V  ta'i.™";  ;•*■'  "•  — ■ 

comnai  v.     Vou  oannnV  .n^  »■    f"""'    of     that 

a«e8  to  tli,..n.,(.lves  •fn,)  BiH,h,i  i  '       .   a.hant- 

pr.eti.,.1   owner      EvoTyn^an/'"'   ^/*'""^    '^ 
".d  will  be  in  tl,e;r  i.p,"orWkfr'  t^o"  th';'' 

no  delay  owura  in  ti,»  »  *°  f™  '"  see  that 
tmws  and  he  ca?ri  ^p  ff  "fh'':'''"/  °'  "'^'' 
i»oW8  that  if  he  dop.^fL?^-''*"  *?«=•  H" 
preoiai..  ,,i.s  zeal' ,„  the  'tte;«t'^h^I^;'^'".."'*- 
«re  keen  eompetitora  « V  allThe  nthp""  *''7 

^l  "whTaTtV-otr-'l  "^^  ^^'«  ™^-»^' 
Th^  vriU  all  b.  competitor,  of  the  aranlxTuik 


user  of  single  or  doubh.  tr .  t      foncrn'ng   the 

'Afferent  elpani™  and  X  '^  "  "■■  *''™* 
ousies,  suspicion" 7'd^fjl/'',^  ""'"""'   "f  jeal, 

Retting  thi«e  eompanii  f„  "nif  "l'"'''"^'^^'',  ia 
au  aK?eeD,cnt  ,Zroh?  come  to  any  sort  of 
aUowed  to  hand-  t^«  T  "^  "'*'"  "'"^  '«  »>• 
others,  one  couKl  .ardiv  LT'    ""t   ""^^    "••• 

,«s;ici:,n?,h"r;  ixirTuTi'tt  *'.v  "r-  '^^ 

ean.iot   be  allayod-it  i.  „  f  •''\"''">'''''    "-er 
Therefore,  I  fed  a.  th  n.Jl"'! '"  '"?"""'  "»'""- 
I  that   it   is   perfo^   „,„„??''  ^  "■■"  ''°""''  »"  M^ 
the  people  ^f^thTs' co"  rry""?;'*;;  t'o'  ^fJ'^^f  "^ 
suppose   that   they   are   »„   i,       ^        '"^''^  "'e™' 
^•ontinental    hiLh^y   at   thn   '  v    ^""^'^  ^"""■ 
used   in  common   in  »h«    '''"r,'^"P»?al,   to    be 
and  this  contract  contemn  ate,      «  ^'"   '^"'^"'" 
bases  on  whi.h  this  th^Z  i    k  •  ^"^  '""'  "*  '!>• 
>^ard  now  with  th  s  nrnH^-    '  ''"u"'^  •'"'""'J  *<"■ 
"o  weigh;,  by  reason  of  ?i!"»  ''•'"''  '"'"  ^« 
ity  of  working  u  out  in  «      '7  "".P™<=tioabU. 
tice.    Tlie  nav  k,  ,i^  1-^  '"''"''   railway  prac- 
be,  if  you  l/i'e    to  nnt  «'  ""  '  ''»^''  "-•''''  "^"'4 
"f  the  road     Then  you  « .'=""'"'»''i'>n  i"  charge 
'^ith  a  commisdon  that  Ta^n   ""'^  ^"''"^  *""'- 
of  the  c<,mneting  raflw  «  ^  '"*?'''  '"  "*•>«'' 
traffic,    wou  d    haye    th!   »^'  ??  '"*""'  '"    'he 
railways  that  n^t  ,t  vant  n       "m    "^   ''"    *•»» 
the  way  they   wm     I    ,  "*  ■'"  "'",  ""^  road.    And 
they  could  use      'woJl 'h-  1""' u*"^^  ""'^  '^•J' 
loaded  cars  ,,p  to  t^e    '  inf'  1"^  '"'''«'''«  ^^'>"' 
handing   then    o  er   t"     u    °^  "'^"'■•'"ion  and 
|h,i„Iedovertheroadtn»i,        """""i^ion    to    be 
But   wh.-n   weore   told   ttr""  ""  ''-^^'tination. 
I  trains  at  this  place  or  thaVLT  '^   ^''^    "P 
j  necessary,  with   their  own  L'"''  """-^  *''*""■  *' 
or  thousands  of  mUes     ".    ^"\°?""'  '•"°'lrcd»       ■ 
kiml  of  hysteri-arfre'rzrir!  •"""«  '«''  '"  » 
i  adopt  idaas  that  .,„  ti  ^n    '  ^'^""'^  '«  me,    to 
:nufti,.-,Ne     and     whrch"":H """  fb"""'"'/  i™^ 
thought   and   a     iftet^l,  ''"'",    *''■>,*     "     "ttie 
thought  an,:  a  iit  e  m,  t    ,•■  °"''  "   ""'«    More 
more  thought  and  a  Uttle  Jl"""'  ':"''  """  «  ■"»• 
^^"ve   .  eon^a.°ted  !f  devoted'^to  ^^  '''""■',  »''* 
fon   of  this  scheme.     Now    w  ^2  '^<'"-''<!«ra- 
I  "m  unahle  to  under«j«„T'  /.      '"^^*  reasonir 
ea  the  priDcic?e  of  /o!n,"i''""  ""  ^ad  adopt- 
to   this  point    what  are  r/"'  "'""'"'■ip  down, 
'lie    cnfrrrt   and  ^L^-     -^^  rea.ions,   what  are 

^houl.l,divLce  Ve^pTrnTprof^'l?'    ^"^    ''» 
from  the  principle  of  d,M  ""H^-'"  °"<'"tion 

the  road  iyer  o  the  o»e«f  °'"'2"'"''  ""J  hanj 
-ny.  There  is  no  %Tr,^ t\  "^  '  •''"""''  '"'""- 
'II  ou<Tht  to  commeud  tZ  il?%  """J.'^hich  at 
^ble  judgment.  Thermo™  t*  '"  "."^  '  "■«"»»«>- 
«?ature  ?f  the  «;Iemf  'f  thiT  v"  "  "^^  *»"* 
respect,  radicajly  defwtiye  in?\,''  '^  '"  "^ 
^e  worked  out.  sWeiftiUy '  I  thil'lf^''  """■•>' 
Ujfects  which  will  im„.i"Ti.„L''''"t!.'  l^'"^- 


.i^feci  whierwmTmT.""^i.„'  """^  ''  '-•''"- 
'  of  the.  railway,  in7XL^!?,«p-J,"i -«-e 


rather 


l^ite^ 


»*gfeffM!tW"  ■'■.— — - 


'^HI^'tNMfMMi 


than  promote  the  iucces»fiil  workinn  out  of 
iUanctal  results.  And  it  will  itrike  a  blow, 
which  I  regret  to  lee  itruck  by  the  government 
«f  this  country,  ot  the  principle  of  KO»ernment 
ownership. 

Of  course,  this  contract  contains  a  very  great 
many  clauses  for  the  purpose  of  securing  this 
And  assuring  that.  But,  I  hav  yet  to  learn 
that  you  can  frame  c'.  uses  which  will  meet  the 
ingenuity  of  company  officials,  or  prevent  a 
company  which  may  be  operating  the  road  from 
having  very  much  its  own  way  in  the  premises. 
And  when  you  consider  that  railway  interest 
in  this  country  has  become  ao  powerful,  that 
«ven  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  present  session 
of  parliament,  they  can  get  a  scheme  sprung 
upon  the  country  involving  many  millions,  what 
reasonable  ground  have  yon  for  expecting  that, 
in  these  minor  things  which  affect  only  indi- 
Tiduals  doing  business  with  the  road,  you  can 
enforce  the  clauses  and  provisions  which  you 
iave  incorporated  in  the  contract  in  order  to 
bind  and  hold  themt  1  think  we  are  building 
upon  very  slight  foundations  th»  hope  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  expressed. 

Now,  passing  from  what  is  called  the  eastern 
section.  I  wih!  to  make  a  few  ob>^erviitiou»  upon 
the  question  of  the  prairie  section.  A  curious 
condition  of  things  is  developed  here.  Thr 
policy  of  even  government  construction  and 
ownership  is  abandoned  when  you  come  to  this 
portion  of  the  line.  Why  should  it  be  thrown 
aside  here?  I  fail  to  understand— that  Is,  I 
fail  to  reconcile  it  with  any  interest  which 
Canadian  people  have  in  the  matter  or  with  any- 
thing calculated  to  serve  the  welfare  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  If  it  is  simply  because  a  railwav 
comp.inv  (1(  -ires  and  prefers  to  or.n  the  prairie 
section  "tliiit  we  think  it  is  proper,  oi  if  we 
-think,  on  b.nlnncing  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages it  is  better  that  a  company  should  own 
and  operiite  it,  very  well;  I  can  sen  the  force  of 
that.  But  these  reasons  have  not  yet  been  made 
apparent.  If  it  is  a  sound  principle  to  own 
your  railroad  from  Moncton  to  the  prairies,  to 
the  confines  of  that  portion  of  the  country 
■where  you  hope  the  business  will,  in  course  of 
time,  ilevoliip  to  a  payinor  point,  why  should 
yon  virtuallv  give  away,  and  not  onlv  that,  but 
also  suhstnn'tiallv  aid,  the  line  through  this  valu- 
able and  fertile  countryf  What  are  the  com- 
pellinc  reasons  t  I  see  none,  none  whatever. 
There  is  no  reason  in  the  experience  of  the 
Intercolonial  which  will  justify  the  inference, 
that  such  a  rrsd  being  owned  bv  the  govern- 
ment and  operated  bv  a  commission.  Could  not 
Tjc  U'ade  as  mnch  a  success,  so  far  as  the  gen- 
e-sl  intereats  of  the  connfrv  are  concerned.  It 
mieht  not  yield  us  l.irge  dividends,  because  you 
mifht  not  ilevelnp  the  same  Inrpe  amount  of 
■business.  But  the  people  of  the  counfrv-^and 
jt  is  the  neople  whose  interests  we  are  supposed 
■f,-,  p,-,n!:i;^^T— wniiM  ho  fnr  better  served,  their 
Tights  would  certainly  be  better  secured,  bv 
■eontinninf  a  policv  o**  p"blic  ownership  and 
also  carrvintr  out  the  prineinle  of  public  opera- 
tion when  von  coire  tn  the  fertile  belt,  that  por- 
tion of  the  Toad  which  is  woin"  tn  create  tra^c 
for  von.  Now.  on  the  vc-v  th'-e''h"1d  of  this 
•qnefrtion.  T  make  this  inonirv  of  mvself:  Is 
"there  now.  or  is  there  like'v  to  be  i"  the  imme- 
^ate  future,  any  need  for  our  embarking  on 


another  railway  tkrongh  t...>  tiortii-^ 
country »  Are  we  not  actually  auticipaUng  tiM 
requirements  of  that  country  by  a.  comadeiabto 
number  of  years*  Now,  the  idea,  if  it  is  «««- 
tained,  that  the  whole  western  country  eaa  to 
ttlled  with  railways,  and  that  it  «'".^'»»'«** 
innumv-rable  millions  of  people  to  ttll  »t  "P  " 
once,  is  not  well  founded.  Yet  that  is  the  id«» 
that  seems  to  underlie  this  proposition.  JHere 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  impression  that  yo» 
may  be  putting  a  railway  into  that  eouBtry  long 
betore  the  time  when  it  need  be  put  there.  AJ» 
you  or  are  you  not  doing  thati  Aly  hon.  inenda, 
if  they  have  not  information  on  that  subject 
and  they  cannot  have  it— might  well  have  in- 
quired into  the  matter.  Thoy  might  well  »dTia» 
the  House  as  to  what  are  the  facts,  and  wliM 
are  our  own  necils.  Where  are  the  men  who  are 
competent  to  speak  who  have  advised  this  govern- 
ment that  iinother  railway  through  that  country, 
north  of  the  Canadian  Northern,  is  required  at 
this  time,  or  that  it  will  be  required  in  the 
immediate  future!  1  have  no  means  of  knowl- 
edge myself  on  that  point.  But  is  it  not  a  nat- 
ural query  to  raise  f  How  many  transconti- 
nental railways  do  vou  want  to  construct  ui  one 
yeart  One  has  already  been  ranctioned.  to 
there  no  limit,  or  is  that  limit  only  the  n-unber 
of  demands  made  upon  us  by  intliiential  eor- 
porationsf  Is  that  the  limitt  Now,  that  is  not 
a  proper  Umit,  that  is  not  a  legitimate  limit, 
that  is  not  a  limit  that  this  parliament  ought 
to  listen  to,  that  is  no.t  a  limit  that  this  «o»^n- 
ment  should  respond  to  for  one  moment.  The 
question  is,  whether  there  is  real  n.  .ul  for  an- 
other road  through  that  fertile  cimntry.  I  can 
understand  that  it  it  was  thought  desirable  to 
construct  another  govcran-..~at  r:u!-.vay  you  might 
run  it  down  between  some  of  these  roads  that 
are  now  in  existence,  so  as  to  have  some  effeet 
uiion  their  rates;  but  to  run  another  railway 
north  thirty  or  thirty-five  miles  from  the  tost 
railway,  will  bi  o  encroach  on  its  territory. 
We  ought  to  have  evidence  as  to  whether  sneh 
a  condition  of  things  exists  in  that  westerm 
country  wu'  ■>  renders  it  necessary  for  ns  to 
rush  with  '  llong  has.e  to  authorjr.e  the  con- 
struction a  p.ormous  cost  of  two  lines  of  rail- 
way throufe  tl.-t  same  country  at  the  preseat 
time. 

Now  I  wish  to  direct  attention  for  a  moment 
to  the  question  of  the  location  of  this  new  rail- 
way. I  have  spoken  of  it  as  drawing  to  the 
north.  T  have  heard  it  said  by  people  who  pro- 
fess to  know  whereof  they  speak  that  the  Gran* 
Trunk  Pacific  have  some  .assurance  or  expecta- 
'inn  that  they  are  going  to  be  allowed  to  run  south 
of  the  Canadian  Northern,  and  through  some 
of  these  roads  that  are  alreadv  constructed  in- 
that  section.  Well,  if  that  be  true,  and  T  can- 
not believe  it  is  tme,  T  think  T  find  evident, 
conclusive  evidence  that  it  is  not  tme — but  it 
'<t  is  true,  then  T  say  unheaitatinpiv  thril  no  rail- 
way company  that  comes  to  Parliament  an-1 
tfia  A  charter  to  contsmct  another  line  between 
them,  south  of  the  northern  line  and  nortn  of  the 
southern  line,  ought  to  get  one  dollar  of  money 
'rom  the  public  exeheqi'er.  or  one  dollar  of 
diarantee.  I  si-v  it  wn"l(1  >>e  nn  outro^re  upon 
'he  people  of  Canada.  After  that  conntrv  i» 
l^eginp-'ig  to  be  peopled,  after  a  traffic  exwts 
in  a  rich  country  like  that,  if  a  company      *- 
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n-hat  are  the  reason"  wfah-h  L""  -"^  P'O^pecS; 
to  ask  ua  ♦„  T„„:.,-.     '^"'cn  have  indn..«,i  *i.-^ 


J^""-  ^n«•  not  onlv  do™  th.'  ;-"  7'.""'  f"''^ 
Bill  oont.nin  lanRnaee  "Cf„ .*^-  P/Mmble  of  the 
the  interpretation  that  T-  ^  *'"''''  "  "Pen  to 
tract  „„^^  alHo  lit  '  J  «^'?  it,  but  the  con° 
J"''  r  ask  v,n,  f  ft  V?/  '"f^  """e  >ines  of  °  t 
I  state:  "*  ''"•'•''  ""t  mean  exactly  what 

VofpZ'JZ'Z  S'./°    *•■«   ^'".-th    of 
prodnetion    a_nd    trade  '^'o'f  ''^?i?J'™_«»t  of    the 


;vhat^a;;  ;h7rr;  Xh'L""  ^'f^-p-S: 

to  ask  us  to  legislate  in    £«  ^'"  '"'^"««'J  *»««« 

Now,  in  bri«f    ^       V.  °"  ""^y  «  St  to  dav 
<"  'he'prair[''^,7f„;''j;f''°»'.  »"  '"«  b^g 
premature,     j   .ay  ?t   it   „«**!=     *''"".  «t5 
have  taken  some  pa  ns  tn'^/^*!"'*   ^^^^o^i  X 
*fy  own  mind  haa  W„  ?  ascertain  the  tZtl 

because  I  have  taken  sS J'"  *?  '*■"  '"-dwiS 
coEivPN.af:»._      .:.*^"  some  vAtn»  ♦«  «-*i..    , " 


production  and  trade"'"n"*  ""^'rn^ent  of  the  I  '^y  own  mindTa/K™  *?  ascertain  the  IZtl 
North-wost  Torrih"';,.  »„/.!" '"''^  ""J  the  because  I  have\aken'"sS  ''"  *?  '»'"  ""dS 
.?f  fertile  and  nrodurt  re  ]  ,  ■  *''^  *fMt  area  """^^^ations  vith  nl,  ,  *  P"'"»  to  gather  b» 
ince,  „„,,  territore,^  a,  vl"t  I-.k""  *•""  "'oV!  fo^-ethin^  about  this'^I^S'  T""  ""e^^tob,^ 
/ae.ht.es.-  ^et    without    railway    "r  with  the  weste4  eo„SC  L"^  "J"'  ""  '«^* 

^^"'v   that   is   clear      Sn   »•     k  i      ■• ,   '^''«  «"t  fact  wh^'i.'"'"' '»<"•  "latinit 


"ill     iS    Clpnr         C  1 

-outside  the  ranjre  nf  fh        '^^  '•«^"«  8° 
Pjied  With  railXtrW^ee-r!"',"''"''  "  ""P" 
lf<>  "^^»    X  thinktbat  is  a  slmLr""""  "'"  «'>»t 

yw-  as  to  the.needsV  Wher'e"''  ""'^  '^''"«  "e  n^'*",  ™».  «»  there  and  flnd^*  •"""  "'aav  poo- 
reqmrements  of  a  railJ^^.  *  ^T®  ^°"  •«  to  the    ""/', ''^""blo  Bettlenienf.-t^   *'."''«  '""J. 
•lence  of  »  „J.,  ".^•'"'a.vf    Where  i«  th«  M:     settlement  h.J„"  .""'"  '['ti"'"  the  ar--.  tL 


-orth  of' the  k^^li„^''^hero  isT,  -tt^e^i 
we  have  authorizer'foK  *''*"'  Railway,  whieh 
present  ^ej  TLllt^fT'"'^  '""»' t^ 
"umber  of  people  frnm  ?fc  f^  ""^  Question  of   « 


Rw   .ii.rtn  of 
you  as  to  the  needs  f    Whe?-""'  """  "■""«  areli",  ;;*•".  fo  there  and 
re .        ^.^here  are  you  as  to  the    ""'« ''«""blo  settlementL 

iiwayf    Where  is  the  evi     settlement  bejrins  t^^^  Ji"""*"  "■«  ar--.  befow. 

ano  her  railway  traversing    ^ '"  ""^  hfThe  ,o,,ere'?t-''  f"^  """ad  f^? 

Will  Itself  d»M=.-_.         K    ffiven  m.  h,  -_„    ""'ft  estimate  that  ha.  1,^ 


=™*"rn^^U«t:;j;Wher;i-C^ 

w  s  :rV^' ^""^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ouifbt.to  influence  ThZ"  J::::""  """'"^  ^  """'' 
ernment  wi.en  a  questTon  .Tf  t","*!:  "'  "ny  gov 
.solution.  You  hSv'e  a  ^re/*  '""'  '"°''  arises  for 
>n  our  western  domaiS  '^ifL^"^'""'!'"^  """ntry 
that  the  irovernmenT  should  e^r'-"""  ''^«"^' 
ItTV^  the  direction  of  settl™-^  «"''^''"' 

-  i^  ^aV  ^^rca^edt  tt^T^^^^^^^ 
*'*  -"'-y  aud  of  the  '^:X  wr  a'r"/rX' 


'  bef ofs 


|jiba».; 


«nd  dlsirfbVXrnt'''''.  ••»">"« 
settlement  beAn. T^"'"  Jj'tbin  the  ar 

ther  norhf  The  ,o\Vr'""?''  ""'^  ""' 
Piven  m,  bv  anv  „n2  ■  ^- '"""«  """  ha;  b^;^' 
addressed  The^Ve  fion"''v'  .^«'  '<>  whomi  ^ 
of  people.  X  do  not  know  „k  .v"  "''''  million 
or  wrong,  j  >„  gW„  I";:  t^'it*^'  *»■"»  «  ri^ 
;ust  ui  it  has  be^n  ri  len  t  ""  ^J""*  ''«nk^ 
the  question  and  the  .f„j  ^  ■°"-  ^  ^■>ve  aa^ 
five  millions  of  n.onJ«  ^'^v'^"'"''  «<>  "e  ia  S* 
ed  within  the  area  Vffc'^  con>'orUbly'i,Sr^ 
which  these  two  ^tlwava'^v*    7,'^^"'    iotu^ 

''aciliHe.,„J."/;-^--.n^pr^d~^rJrg 
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if 


— .^  it  wonld  b«  capable  of  bcioK  vary  cuily 
MMwaMd  MthoriUtivdy  and  oiBeiAlly  juat  wliat 
Ml*  MpabUitiM  of  tbw  Mutioo  of  U>«  eonuuj 
tot  MtUement  are.     If  that  itatement  ia  any- 
thing like  the  trnth,  then  it  i«  unreaaonable  to 
•Cf  tiiat  with  room  for  five  miiliona  more  to- 
4^  vitbin  that  belt  there  can  be  no  oeeaaloc 
tot  lu  !:o  ipeoil  niuro  niuutt^'  m  order  to  provide 
for  ffealeaii'iit  much  further  nurth  at  the  preaent 
liiiie.    At  the  rate  of  100,000  a  year,  aa  they 
are  now  going  in,  buw  many  yearn  will  it  talie 
to  settle  that  country!     Double  that,  and  you 
h*T«  over  25  yea'.*   beforR  you   get  your  five 
nMllions  of  people  iu  thvre.     1  hope  it  may  bo 
doibled,  and  I  hope  it  will  still  further  increaie ' 
kief ond  that,  but  at  all  events,  many  yeari  muit 
iiiipM  befure  you  will  be  required,  it  appears  i 
t*  me  from  what  I  can  gather,  to  lay  down  any  { 
Boc*  railways  in  that  particular  section  of  the 
country  for  the  accuiiiinoilatioa  of  the  settlors 
!*•  will  be  going  in.     We  have  been  told  that ' 
settlers  , are    leeniinK   inlo   this   district.     They  i 
■Mf   be   teeming   into   a   part   of   the   country  | 
forty,  fifty,  seventy  or  e.glay  miles  away  from 
tfca  railway;   they  may  be  teeming  into  another 
p«»t  of  the  couutry  altogether.      vVe  are  told 
Ihat  this  eountrv.  wh;eli  was  ouce  the  home  of 
tbe  buffalo   and   wiM    tribes,   is   teeming    with 
aetivity.     If  this  activity  is  in  another  eection 
<rf  the  North-west  and  not  giving  any  evidence 
a*  its  existence  in  the  uurticular  section  of  the 
«D«iitry  through  whic'i   this  railway  is  to  run, 
wty  build  the  raili-.ay  now!    It  appears  to  mo 
*»»  ou»  duty  is  plaiu  now.     Why  are  we  rush- 
ing into  thih   th'ng  with  such  Boeed  as  if  our 
verf  life  depended  upon  it,  as  if  the  very  eaist- 
•BC*  of  Canada  dependeil  upon  itt     I  want  to 
at' ,  ia  there  any  dark  cloud  overshadowing  us 
♦li*t  lue  r.i    lii'...io.i  oi  t.,u  c  iiuaci  win  111.1111; 
fliately  lift.     If  there  is,   1  du  not  Itnow   .t.     Is 
there  a  wellgnmuiied  fear  that  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Cmnpauy  will  not  alhiw  us,  two  or  thiee 
fears,  hence,  to  build  and  make  them  a  present 
o*  this  lint',  >hat  they  will  not  accept  itt     Is 
there  any   ivll-grounded   justification   for   that 
reart    I  think  not.     I  think  we  will  find  them 
«■  jnst  as  receptive  a  frame  of  mind  two  or 
tliTOe  years  hence  as  that  in  which  they  are  to- 
«ay.     Is  there  .nny  congestion  away  up  in  this 
country  which   requires  a  Tiiilway  to  be  built? 
Is  there  any  depression  iu  busineesf    We  hear 
about  the  employment  of  the  toiling  thousnnds 
IB  the  workshops  and  fields  of  Canada.     They 
are.   happily,   nnw   all   em)  loyed,  but  is  that  a 
leaaon  why  we  should  start  now  to  build  another 
ratlw«vf    I  think  not.     ^'   is  not  a  cogent  reA- 
soo.     I  do  not  henr  that  labourers  are  seeking 
•mployment  in  vain,  noi   do  I  hear  that  there 
IS  any  depression  in  the  mnnofacturing  indus- 
tries of  the  country.     I  could  understand  that 
If    Uie    conditions    were   entirely    different,     it 
■iisrnt  be  desirable  for  the  government  to  •.•.nder- 
t*e  R  work  a  little  in  advance  of  the  time  that 
It  wm  required  to  relieve,  if  possible,  such   a 
ianreesed  condition  in  order  that  p>'opIe  might 
bs  occupied,  but  I  never  heard  yet  of  a  govern- 
ment feebn?  that  they  were  in  duty  bound,  when 
•verrthing  u  booming,  when  times  are  prosper- 
««s  and  when  men  are  employed,  when  wages 
•re  high  and  when  conditions  are  ae  favoarable 
••tbsy  ever  have  been  or  can  be,  to  expend  a 
maga  amount  of  money  for  such  a  purpose  as 


this.    Why  not  wait  aad  ba  turef    If  thia  b  s 
wiae  policy,  it  wiU  b«  wis*  two  or  thrsa  yaais 
hence;  if  it  is  a  defensible  policy,  it  will    km 
aaaily  defeaaible  then.     Then,  it  may  b*  thM 
ona  of  those  eyeles  which  coma  about  ia  aB 
countries  will  appear,  when  business  will  b^ 
coma  less  aetive,  when  depressed  conditions  wiB 
occur,  when  the  public  exchequer  mar  wall  b» 
opened  and  when  great  works  mav  ba  uadaiw 
taken  for  the  purpose  I  suggested  a  moman 
ago  of  helping  to  tide  over  the  period  of  Im4 
times  until  better  times  should  appear!     Bafc 
I  am  told  by  one  of  the  leading  organs  of  pa^ 
lie  opiiJon  in  thia  country,  which  seems  to  b« 
most  extremely  anxious  to  see  this  project  g» 
through,  that  we  must  build  this  road  now  o» 
never.    Now  or  never!    What  does  this  maaaff 
Is  it  really  a  fact,  now  or  never!    What  -iro  the 
conditions  which  exist  now  which  may  not  f«i«t 
five,  ten  or  fifteen  years  hence!      Then,  it  saya 
further  that  it  matters  not  how  we  have  diiftad 
or  have  been  drawn  into  it,  we  are  face  to  tuem 
with  a  grave  crisis.     '  t  the  time  this  anaounca- 
ment  waa  made  by  tl  id  leading  organ,  I  thought 
it  waa  striking,  and  I  took  it  to  ponder  over, 
and  I  have  pondered  over  it.    '  It  matters  not 
how  we  have  drifted.'     If  we  had   drifted  we 
would  not  have  moved  with  such  celerity.     W« 
have  more  than  drifted.    We  have  been  draw« 
into  it.     This  editorial  article  says  that  we  are 
face  to  face  with  a  grave  crisis,  and  therefore 
this  railway  shnuid  be  built.     It  must  be  built 
from  the  east  to  the  west,  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
even  if  ♦150,000,000  has  to  be  expended  upon  it, 
because  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  grave  erlsist 
I  would  like  some  one  to  tell  me  where  or  what 
the  crisis  is.     Where  is  it  located!     Surely     t 
there  is  a  crisis  we  would  all  like  to  know  aboat' 
It.     If  it  is  a  tangible  thing,  we  would  like  ta 
feel  it.     Let  somebody  who  does  know  Io"\te'it. 
If  somebody  has  it  in  his  pocket  let  him  pro- 
duce it.    But.  Sir.  we  have  been  left  in  :. useful 
Ignorance  down   to  this  very  moment,  that  w* 
were  in  the  midst  of  anv  crisis.    Somebody  did 
try  to  make  a  little  political  crisis  out  of  the 
recent  changes  in   the  Department  of  Railwava 
and  Canals,  but  that  is  a  very  small  thing.   This 
one  we  are  speaking  of,  we  are  told,  is  a  grave 
crisis;   it  is  a  grave  crisis  that  we  are  called 
on  to  face,  and  because  it  is  a  grave  crisis  we 
must  build  this  railway.    I  do  not  wonder,  Sir, 
that  such  strained  advocacy  as  this  could  find 
expression  in  one  of  the  leading  organs  of  opin- 

,  ion  in  this  country,  and  that  it  ever  coald  b« 
considered  as  carrying  any  weight  or  impresaina 
people  successfully  into  the  supnort  of  thiapro- 

!  \^.''*:    I  think,  Sir,  that  the  crisis  ought  tobe 

j  disclosed.  If  ther»  ia  a  crisis  we  should  know 
the  trnth.  If  it  does  not  exist  now,  but  if  it  ia 
impending,  it  would  be  well  to  warn  us.  If  ij 
IS  a  crisis  ot  such  grave  character  as  it  is  said 
to  he  and  if  it  ia  liable  t.->  be  attended  with 
Ruch  di-nstrons  resrlts  to  f-e  internets  of  Can- 
ada, then  I  for  one,  and  I  am  quite  sure  tbe 

j  general  body  of  this  House  will  be  prepared 
even  to  support  a  proposition  of  this  charaetar. 
If  It  IS  r.oing  to  relieve  us  from  such  direfal 

I  consequences,  rather  than  have  that  «*i«mifa|M 

'  v.-nsis  come  upon  us. 

I     Some  hon.  MEMBERS.    Hear,  hear 

I     Hen.  Mr.  BLAIH.    We  are  further  told  fros 

the  sRme  onarter  that  we  have  got  to  decide 

Bov.-,    whether  we  will  go  into  tha  nndartaUac. 


lb 
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Mwk  yon;  w«  hart  now  to  doeido,  or  It  will 
•*  vJ"?  "om  ui  to  our  iuMtimabU  i  ij  Irro- 
'^""^iT-  .^*"'  ^^'  I  •"•^o  l'«wa  espr«. 
Ir»^  "i  *)"t  *"**  "•^^  *"  •<"°«  of  tbo  aoeUoa 
«pM,  but  I  cannot  imagine  how  anjona  can 
think  that  auch  kind  of  arguing  will  impreu 
tho  maH  of  the  intelUgent  people  of  thla  Tottii- 
Uy.  On,'  would  tliink  that  the  credit  of  Canada 
at  the  prcwnt  momint  wu  such  that  we  could 

i  «I,  L  ♦      !*  "^^  '"""•nt,  or  if  we  allowed 

Injly  nth  tb..  project.  «e  would  then  be  in  4 
position   to  carrjr   it  out.     Well,  that  kind   of 

win  "i^'"*?,  ?.'""'"•  ''°  "y  ""'"'l.  Sir,  Canada 
wiU  be  all  the  etrongcr  in  the  estimation  of  the 
anancial  men  of  the  world,  if  before  entering 

cr'tion  '  '°  ^'  ""'■  '•"'«■»'""  and  ««»■ 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  a  o  .eetion   which  has 

•onKf.nK  of  a  now  ..haraeler",  .omothing  rathcj 

Mrt'mtnf    ?        '•"'•'•"n-  more  .lirectlv  the  ,1c- 

LrviZ  "^r"""l?'  '"  "••''•''  I  had  l,cen 
iier\inK.     I  ref,>r  to  the  extension  of  this  rail- 

7>h  l7  ?":'"''  *"  '*'"°''""'-     I-t  ">e  »y. 

'i  h  r,       .'/'".u""*  '"■"^'"'"  «»  k"«"  anything 

Mith  reKnr.I  to  these  otl.er  things  nnd  ear  onlv 

em..iecture  as  to  Khnt    woul.l  be  the  re  alt   of 

acm  1  .I„  profesH  to  know  something  about 
the  extension  of  the  railway  fr„m  Ouebe?  ,0 
Moneton.  p„,|  f  ,Io  r.rofesH  to  knowlon^thine 
about  Its  effeet  n,.on  the  public  interest  in  r.l 

.on  to  the  Intereolonial  Railw.y  Myobet" 
ton  Ims  been  stale.I  i„  i,en,T«i  terms  in  my  letter 
to  the  premier,  in  whi.h  T  stat,.,l  that  it  wal 
paralleling  the  Interooloninl  Railway       I  tr,^t 

letter°Li;''""",  T^  V^''"'  """*  "t^fment  in  my 
letter  imng.ned  that   I  meant  the  word  '^aral 

Iway'^irot  T't  T  '^''  "'""'  ">-t   havinfgo 
away  from  the  Tntereoloninl  Railway  for  a  short 

ronr&M"  /■""•   """^   th"TlfB*c."'the 

■  whTeh  thi  T^r-  ""t  '".T"'  P^'"""  °f  the  traffic 

Which  the  Tntereoloninl  wouM  have    an,l  whieh 

was  going  to  be  a  competitor  and  a  riyal  for 

zL'Xr'r  ^e-^iri^^t^'th""^  ^^^^^o^tz 

.etting-^up  ano,l;';r,:^"y^  tl^ulirjTiT. 
own  means  a  rri  Iwav  wIiofoK^  h.      '^        . 

j:.tr;'rh^rT^r'""^«-^ 
s:;t  Lrairrrr;e,^r':^T;,«t " 

«licert  nnf!  impfiirnl      TI,«i  :,  _i,,,  ,         '    ''"^.i" 

eare  to  hear  me.     T  r.m  not  go  ng  to  say  thnt  thl 

t&n"  "'  Y'"'^  '>n«^^'t^ot^o  h'yVcom'Jl' 
tition  n  any  form,  because  it  haii  nlw.v.  w 
eomnetition.    nnd    n.,    comneting    HnA^  hayf 


ajurjr.  AU  that  haa  been  done  I  prwuM  is 
the  iBUrMt  of  U*  prople,  an,l  therefore  nottiw 
ean  be  laid,  I  aaiume  an.l  believe  that  la  wwiuT 
ease  in  which  anr  little  line  or  braoek  Um 
aiverUng  traffic  from  the  Intercolonial  BaU- 
"''*•■  ■"'^"'iMJ.  there  was  r,nson  bebiad  U. 
or  otherwiie  It  would  not  have  been  done.  Bat! 
Bir,  I  maintain  that  in  rcspe,u  to  thii  dupUea- 
tion  of  the  Intercidonial  Railwav  by  tbo  atan. 
•ion  from  (Juebec  to  Moncton,  there  is  no  Mem. 
wy,  there  is  no  reaion,  there  is  uo  justifleaUoBL 

Ii7tt:fin°ed.°''-""-''  """''  ""'  "'  ""''»"-'•  »• 
Some  boa.  MEMBERS.     Hear.  hear. 
Hon    Mr.  BLAlh.     Ves;  it  is  absolutely  nee. 
Ie«i.     It  is  a  total  and  absolute  waste  of  tiM 
tZ  i-.ir~"r'--  /'»'■!. ""^  ""'y  "  ''""truction  of 
h^titS-hf^    ""'".i^-"''"'"'  •""  "  i"  »  sheer  M. 
.instiBable  squandering  of  the  public  money. 
Some  hon.  MEMUEH8.     Hear.  hear.    ' 
lion      Mr.    BLA   R.       1     cannot    ,p«ak   laM 

this  1  fee  .trongly  because  1  can  realiM  aa  no 
gentleman  ,n  this  House  ean  realize  the  eObrto 
which  haye  been  made  ,Iuring  the  paat  few 
years  to  improye  the  character  of  that  raUw 

„»  •  'J"\  *^  P'-omote  i»,  e.-irning  capacity  u  i* 
never  had  been  promoted  before.  ^ 

An  hon.  MESfBEB.    What  do  the  CoBMtvar 
fives  say  to  thatf  v/OBMf»». 

Some  hon.  MEMBERS.    Hear   hear 
^.  Mr  OOIJRLEY.     You  fellows'' arf^'ryin^  ^ 

thJJ"!!;?''-  ^It5t^^-  ■^e  have  expended  npo« 
that  railway  $70,000,000  of  money,  and  1^ 
the  government  proposes  to  spen.l  »1.5  CWOOTO 

Zlrr"i  ".""*".,""""'  ""'  expen,litureZ'tK 
Intercolonial  Railway  les,  valuable,  and  I«2 
effective,  and  in  or.ler  to  injur,,  materially  2! 
people  who  live  alon-  that   line    """"'«'V  "«• 

Some  hon.  MEMBERS.     Hear,  hear 
.    Hon.  Mr.  ULAIR.     YeH.  Mr.  Speaker    T  «.' 

some   IHtle  :o'^t*  t!l„'\h\t"'t  rpeTp?eX^ 

a^o    n'\^         ''"•'"'  ^'''""   •■"•".'•ins  the  adyaatl 
asres  o.    the  service  it  afTnr's    „n7l  it  h..  fc~. 

a    go„.l    service-lheae    pen,,|e '  4"'    biiil"    „^2 
the  line  of  railway   at   , liferent   points   i"^ 
Poe  ,tion   that   this   condition   of  Kg,  '°  ^i 

r>    to  be  <1enr>VBfl  of  tho,p  n,}vnntR,rZ.%^ 

aTa- i."  ^4.it^Tt';-o;';r  '"^ -^^^ 

eration    a„,l    adysntag^.     '>„,  ";:;"'-s?'"«°,''- 

«~  .»  iv    "^  fO'erament  is  doing  this    tW 
«re  at  the  same  time  w«stin<-  a   yVt  fmtnS^ 

Tou  w,n  notice.  Sir,   that  the  1   "      j^uj 
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Bailwa/  tiu.-  ^ruittly  imiiruvtU  lU  bwiiMM  In 
tha  iiiitl  li"'  .t.'.ira.  Hvvi'O  >citni  a|{o  tba  i.otiii 
•mouut  (It  Liiiiiuts  (lone  ui  tUe  lutervul'iuiul 
lUUwajr  Mil,  tibuut  «a,lHH),0UU,  aod  to  «1h;,  it 
Ity  itiviKi'r)  -uiWi  II «  UKtit,  it  U  Learljr  |7,UU0,' 
OVU.  The  liairvuliiiiittl  littilwiij  eaoie  to  Muut 
raaJ  to  k"'  liuaiutMii;  it  extended  ita  line  to 
Mcure  tbiuiii,ii  iruffic,  and  we  expended  a  lAtg'' 

amount  of  i vy  und  uwunind  cun.'tidi.'rable  oli 

Ut(ation»  tu  ■  uucv  tiun  uitfa  that  vxtcojioii.  Wc 
liave  HX|u  ii'i  i  « 15,0(10,(10(1  at  kaat  in  cxtenaiuiiM 
and  iuiiirot  I  '  uU,  in  ilio  betterment  of  the 
Jntereuliii '  .  the  muiierniiinK  ot  the  Inter- 

eolouiul.  '    bax   liven   tlie  poliejr   contiuued 

fur  »e\eu  ,>  <  ,  Lim^tuntly,  without  variation, 
HI  iforiiilj',  •  ■  Hit  u  (liiubt  expruxiied  un  thin 
aide  of  tin  I'  'U.^c  u»  tu  the  windum  of  that 
policy  until  lu  .lajr.  Mjr.  hon.  friend  the  leader 
ef  the  o|i|>ii.  uu  xuid  tho  other  nijibt  that  w(> 
were  rev('r>:'  ,  the  jiiilicy  which  wo  had  pur- 
aund  durii.;i  ;  moie  years.  I  |{u  further;  1  miv 
we  are  dnii  ..  iuore;  wn  are  condeninina  that 
policy.  Wf  le  not  only  cundemniuK  it,  but 
we  are  writiii.  uur  own  ooaiUninati  >u  in  letler-i 
which  will  III  r  be  obliterated.  We  're  sayiiiK 
that  we  dill  ..t  know  what  we  were  doing— 
that  we  did  nut  care  what  we  were  d>  ag.  It 
auits  our  pu'i  use  now  to  destroy  entirely  what 
we  have  done,  und  to  belittle  all  that  ^aa  been 
the  rexult  of  i  ur  past  policy.  That  13  what  is 
being  propoaed  in  this  poh'ey  to-day.  I  protest 
■against  it.  !  think  1  can  show  this  House  that 
a  little  thought  and  consideration  would  hnve 
led  to  the  stiiying  of  the  handa  of  my  1- 
leaguei  who  were  determined  that  this  thii'i; 
should  kie  carried  out. 

Sow,  Mr.  ,..:  kcr,  it  is  a  curious  qunstion  bh 
to  the  origin  of  this  idea.  We  had  this  grand, 
from-oeean-to-ucean,  transcontinental,  all-cunu- 
dian  line;  we  had  all  that;  we  were  told  about 
that,  and  the  newspapers  were  adviaed  that  the 
Grand  Trunk  liailway  Company  was  going  tu 
make  this  ap{ilieutiun.  When  the  transvunti- 
Bcntal  scheme  from  (juebec  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
was  in  conteniplutlon,  wc  hud  diseuued  it  for 
a  long  time  before  we  heard  of  the  idea  of  this 
Moncton  extension.  When  did  we  first  hear  of 
itf  We  flrat  heard  of  it  when  the  soasiun  was 
half  through.  It  was  first  mooted  when  the 
Grand  Trunk  I'acific  liill  came  before  the  House. 
1  am  told  by  those  wl  -^  profess  to  know — X  do 
not  know  myself,  and  if  it  is  not  true  it  can  be 
contradicted — that  the  reason  why  the  .Moncton 
extension  was  proposed  was  that  when  the 
Grand  Trunk  l^aeific  Bill  was  going  through 
the  Railway  Committee,  it  was  thought  by  those 
opposed  to  that  Bill  that  it  could  be  defeated 
by  a  proposition  of  that  kind,  because  nobodv 
Kould  swallow  it,  and  the  whole  Bill  would  be 
thrown  out.  That  ia  what  I  have  been  told. 
What  is  the  fact  f  The  fact  is  that  the  proposi- 
tion first  Rppoared  on  a  motion  to  amend  the 
BUI  by  re<]uirinK  that  the  line  should  be  ex 
tended  to  Moncton,  and  the  farther  proposition 
that  construction  should  rnroijionce  on  that  sec- 
tion at  the  same  time  as  on  the  other  portions 
of  the  road.  A  few  days,  possibly  a  few  /eeks 
— I  did  not  count  the  time— are  all  that  are 
aecessary  to  pasp  h-  r  ^„^  thj,  Moncton 

proposition  as  oi  jsential  elements  in 

k  grand   transco.        i  all-Canadian   line — 

•omething  thitt  w.  ver  thought  of  before. 
Vhat  would  have  become  of  this  scheme  if  the 


Monctoa  adililiim  ha<l  nut  heeu  made  to  it,  I 
■lu  not  know.  It  would  certainly  have  beoa 
Hunting  in  what  is  now  regiirUed  us  u  muai 
essentui  element  in  the  wlmle  whemo— tho  all- 
•  uiiauian  mea  of  it;  muiI  prul  u  ly  it  was  in 
this  connertiou  that  the  right  Ih  i.  Iiinier  of  tha 
government  found  warrant  for  his  tear  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  bonding  privilege.  Hu  that 
idea  waa  given  birth  to  uuS  after  the  miision 
hitti  been  pretty  well  iidvancel,  and  within  two 
ur  three  weeks  after  th.it  it  it  adcjpteil  soh'mnly 
and  seriously  by  the  nuvi-rniiient  of  tliW  country 
as  a  part  of  their  trunsountinontal  scheme. 
Whatever  time  or  thought  iiiuy  have  been  de- 
voted, in  quiet  or  in  secret,  to  the  character  of 
the  scheme  generally,  certuiuly  before  that  time 
no  thought  WHS  devoted  to  thi.-*  feature;  and  wo 
have  this  clenient  of  it  determined  upon  within 
tho  short  period  which  elapMed  down  to  the  pres- 
ent from  the  moment  when  it  was  flrst  intro- 
duced in  tho  Railway  Cummittce. 

Well,  Sir,  where  is  it  proposed  to  locate  tbia 
iiuef  I  understand,  from  the  explanation  that 
was  made  the  other  day  by  the  ri<>lit  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  the  road  U  to  run  baci;  from  Lovia 
across  the  height  of  lau''.  until  it  gets  some- 
where lietween  the  United  States  boundary  and 
the  height  of  land  south  of  the  lnterc(iloni.ti; 
then  it  is  to  run  easterly  by  some  route  to  be 
hereafter  determined  until  ft  reaches  Edmund- 
ston;  and  from  Edmundstun  it  is  going  to  pa» 
by  as  direct  a  course  as  possiblb  through  the 
centre  of  New  Brunswick  to  Moc^ton.  J  know 
nothing  about  the  section  from  Lievis  eaal.  to 
Edmundston.  I  do  not  think  the  government 
loes;  that  is  my  impression.  I  have  a  suspicion 
— it  is  a  little  more  than  a  suspicion,  but  I 
cannot  verifv  it  convincingly,  though  it  haa 
taken  a  strong  hold  upon  my  mind — that  if  my 
hon.  friends  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
the  railway  as  they  are  now  contemplating,  they 
will  administer  to  that  grand  all  Canadian  trans- 
continental line  a  very  back  eye  before  they  get 
through;  because  I  believe  it  will  lie  fuund  that 
in  order  to  build  a  line  at  all  capable  of  carry- 
ing any  tratKc.  they  will  have  tu  slip  into  the 
American  territory,  run  clown  a  bit  and  como 
back  into  ('nnadn,  before  they  get  throi',;h. 
That  is  my  impression;  it  i-i  unlv  my  impies- 
siiin;  I  would  nnt  \i\»  to  give  it  as'  absolute 
verity;  but  I  venture  to  hazard  the  prognostica- 
tion that  the  rainvay  will  not  be  built  by  any 
such  route  as  proposed.  In  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick  the  great  bodv  of  the  popala- 
tion  lies  either  to  the  north,  along  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Linrenoe.  or  to  the  south,  along  the  Bay 
of  Fund,,  and  along  the  valley  of  the  St.  John 
river  on  the  west.  Su  that  tliis  railway,  in  go- 
ing through  the  centre  of  the  pro\ini'e,  ia  leav- 
inff  the  population  far  removed  from  it  on  either 
side.  There  are  a  few  settlements  here  anil 
there  on  the  rivers  which  will  be  crossed,  but 
these  settlements  are  mostly  all  reached  by  rail- 
ways constructed  alone  these  rivers.  The  coun- 
try which  ia  to  be  traversed  ia  larfely  a  wooded 
country,  or  has  beei.  wooded.  Very  much  of 
the  timber  has  been  cut  away.  The  lumbermen 
h»v«  been  forced  further  hnck,  and  there  is  not 
much  promise  of  a  lumbering  bihiiness,  because 
lumber  would  not  be  taken  by  tho  railway,  bat 
by  the  rivers,  as  it  is  to-day.  You  would  hare, 
therefore,  a  railway  crossin**  the  river  and  the 
height  of  ground  at  right  angles,  and  yon  hare 
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Ill  iL""h'*'"'  "•*'  ^  '•'"'y «» bTth.  ^: 

P«BM,  ttw  rliMniet«r  of  the  utm.ium   >.  .1    ih     i" 

^r^nu,^  u,.u«.  Which  .u?rr.:.r,u'i.;o'';i'.; 


tkat 


M7  hon.  friend  mMtioned  to  lu  tba  othar  ,1^. 
-^t  .  .u-v.,  h..  b„„  mad,  b",  Mr^rty 
S^uUta'ni^  couid'^*"'  c»n.id/r.bl»  -v^T;';' 

to  «i":rb'  r.«rd't";;^n ""."  '""'""• 

•niaiant         1   _i.>>k.         "  ""*  »roin  tM  gov- 
Kovernincnt  aid.    7  ""?,?'. u""."- «    ^  T^'"!* 


«L  vaii-  '?..*';„,  "n-  /"-if 'is  IS: 

ttint  very  Ihll^Tr.'  ""«*»~'-     Mo,«.v„  \' 


ih«  Kuvrmiiieai  !„  „,.     y,    -,,.1  '.V  .  k  J  *    . 
"r  120  mil,.  .h;,rt„  thfn  ^"tJe     H„y  SST 

to  bear  oa  the  rlm-torat,  w  I  lilu,'   .V*'*? 

KovernniMt  will  h.'e    hi,  r,    „^.  ''••'"'"'•  *^ 
on  it.  hand.  ..„,|  l^7„ Id  tha"   t  hu  i'^T"  "^ 

road  w.  alrraX  m.^rl      J    '   t''  Mcrifc,  «„ 
"'   77  n,il„   or   I  .     !^'     '  "•'"'  'hat  »  .i,;,- 

through   thrVeaturrof'^h^^K"'    '"    P'*-*»« 

neopi,..  own  rS  Z  „",  '     ''Lr'''!  '*   "- 
niinintppi -L.  '    .     ""'  "  ''""ml    n  the  wbuW- 


iL-n^ud.  that  «:l^urve/rra"^l^S;^    IllX^i.::;  V^'-ill  "^^  Ha^^^d^— 
lo  nut   iln.)  thn»  ..»_      Ph .J.    .    ..      V.  "■*-    -     •       -    -- 


from  U'O  to  HO  rrilM".     j  jo 

rLr^K-f^T'i'^'ff-ted. 


niiniiitprial   riinkii       i    ,.-. '*  '"  "'•'  ^^ 

«l«..d  t,r  it  while  I  ,r  P"",*  »'  ""  '^-nt.  to 
knowin/whari  do  of  t"^;"  '"''"*>»'•  "'«.  and 


the   ridht   hon    ffpntl.m.-  the  ten  milei   which 
But  th,.  mileLe  fJom  M     !""'.  ■"•«  ""'''   «•»«• 

that  thr  Mvingby  the  fve^n?''  838  mile,  gi 

not  ILV  or  140  M,  n  ,  *  '^  ""'«'  «nil 
•We,  and  if  hon  ^entW  "' "."P'""'  «  -"^i'- 
•t  all  erred  my  .tate^lnr"  ""°^"'•t  I  b.ive 
corrected.  Now  I^ZJ  '  "P"'''^  "'  being 
"Wn,,  of  77  „mo,  un^.Ah°e  'f"P''^-°««'  to  a 
*;"W  notattach  m^h  rmfor  ^T'"""''-  ' 
«f  greater  mileage  undw  th  ..  "  ?"""" 
rtaiTeea  ft  -mmt 'Lot  C  forgotten  ^LT'"'",: 
to  emnhasiM  thia  fact— th.f  »u  7  .  "^  ^  ""''' 
>«»ilw«y  has  i-nch  „~A"*  "^f  Intercolonial 
irradc,    is  ,0  well  I-.r    P'^^"?""'     'avaurabl,, 

'•Ion<r  the  co,"t   Iin/?h«\    •?'    '"?*'•    '"""''•V 

eiflc  Railway  in  Si  'tt,  "'^'f'"»''""  P^- 
fore  aee  how  umall  .  «_  --  ^"^  <^«"  there- 
under ...chTirTm  u„^?r7'  '":''"  """'"  ""t 
ion.  without  fear  of  r:,  ^  /?*""■  "'•"  ""'■''■ 
that  fhare  i,  no  new  railway  wh'  r"'^"!'"''""- 
•nt  in  the  nr.iyinee  of  vr.'n"''' .'""  •>«  '""' 
«»«•!>  St.  John  under  «^  *  "ron^wick  that  can 

.-the  T.ter!loV"n-;',"R!  .;Jr""v'''  """'"«""" 
•ty  or  aixtT  mile*  .„  jtT!        .    "  """^    we 

'••n  the  Tnten-ninn,,,  R,"^rX'  ^""^rsWe  gmde. 
line  r-rv  m„.h  ahortor  ?„  J  "l"  """'<'  ""•♦ 
««n  thia  uew  rold  '**  "'^  operation 


•i)t  And  that  any     They  think  that'thry  ZZ  !?"«'»'■,",' .^'""'••"n- 
r.  Davcy  tells    thing  about   the   r,7..rK?l-   '  ""* '' '  knowany- 
fo  Halifax      '  H?,.  f^re.  .he,?^„  1  l-'j  '!•  »"''   P'"babiiitie 


'^"  f..t"re,    he,?  ;,".'?  '/!''   P'"»""  - 

they  had  nev;,  got  »  nr.L'n''  """  l''"''  "'"''•'' 
"i"  not  do  them  any  .,007  Ve""""  ■n™""^ 
another   poun.l   nf  t,.«^  """*  *'"  "ot  b* 

;;ity  "hic'h  w  „M  •  t  ;',rrhr?  '^•"«''  "^ 

^rand  Trunk  I'r.cifl"  R„'^?w„  '"^''  "  "  ""• 
Bit,  (h,.re  will  be  thi.  re.?,?f^'  T/"  "*'''«  •■"»• 
a  (treat  railway  oentre  Arl  '"""""  '»  "*"» 
contemplation,  inf  *,,.i^7".'lK!'''''-'>f''  "ei*  te 

I  "".for 'the  manufacture  0,  .'a',;^r„?."'''  P^*'' 
and  other  olant  mn^  i,„?  "  "•"'  '"'"moHTt, 
Railway.  'JtC  to5r^l,r"t^"""  T"t'"«'^"W 
would  be  required  h„.ei  her' hJ''^*** 
or  contr«.,ed^  for.  What  ^Ir,  r'"  ''.'""h-d 
we  might  employ  the  labour  nJ  „  """^  '**' 
■n  provi.line  car*  ami  i^  {  ""'  "'"    people- 

the'lntercobnTaT  rXLT^^B  ^'  '^"''^^ 
to  diamantle  thn,e  w'TkTa,^  le^^eL*'"  '"^ 
quence  of  thi,  new  schoSi-e  """"'^  ""-^ 

wome  hon.  "'l'^"^F|}s     oh      h 

.nffertheL.?tT^?r  ^"tercolonial  h^  go*  ^ 
abont  thtt^  VS;  tZ  -r  ""  '"""'"■•  "'^^^J 
throu^h-tr^fflcla^^onl^f/;"  ;"''*  ^'^  »*♦ 
and  leaye  it  i  local  rZ?,"'  ^'T  "■••  "«»S. 
the  din„i„a,*„r»'  Te^'  ,?"  "">*«  ««««? 
»-.>i;W  lay  half--of  fh/'™  *'f"  Pr"Portlo«-l 
work,bip.^„Moa:t'orC"hor?a- 


IftSiSS-rr— r- 
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M*  man;  iblsKi  that  hav*  oeenmd  ta 
tkia  wholv  Diatirr  that  woulil  proTuke  laugbtar, 
bat  nut  Utiglttrr  inch  a*  that  uf  my  hua. 
ffiMiila.  Tbtin  m  tba  laughtar  which  luggMta 
Iba  «<nt  of  kniiwieilge  of  facta.  Ana  1  ut 
(bat  want  of  koowleilga  ciiitt.  I  ap|i«al  to  mv 
bun.  friemU  txety  foe  at  thvni,  to  knuw  irbather 
th«tjr  ever  tunk  u  niinjln  rmiilnytw  of  tb*  later 
coioDiul  into  their  iinilMem'e,  whether  they  ad- 
viieil  with  11  iiiikIo  ninn  of  tketn  aa  tu  what 
would  be  tho  vileH  of  the  conntruction  of  tMa 
line  iipiiii  il:i'  III*  lima  iiml  iritrrcata  and  condi- 
tion of  that  IntiriKJotiiiil  Kallwuy.  Tbii  whole 
mattrr  wna  il.ii.l(>(l  u|ion  nitknut  a  lingls  In- 
tari-ciloiiiul  onivial  liring  called  into  conferencu 
*od  iMkeii  til  i>iiy,  I'lilnily  and  of  bia  knowledge, 
what  would  Im-  Ihii  |.iiiliiible  effect  upon  the 
Interi'niuniiil  nf  the  iido|itiiin  of  auch  a  polic} 
aa  tbia.  Tluit  in  the  eoiivictidn  of  the  official* 
•f  tho  IntiTii.lonial,  and  I  think  fhejr  ougb* 
to  know.  It  ii  my  eonviction  that  it  will  Jia 
aaatlo  the  ruud,  it  will  cut  off  ita  buainen,  it 

will  r»dui-i'  tl iidif-r  of  mi'n  employed.  There 

would  lie  n»  nrnnd  Trunk  Tacific  »hopa  in  that 
locality.  The  |i,o|de  of  Momton  ought  to  wake 
mp  to  a  knowlcdKe  of  the  facts  that  if  they 
favour,  lid  thfv  !iii|K'nr  t«  favour,  the  ronatriii'- 
tion  of  Ibis  railway,  tbey  favour  u  policy  which 
would  be  nioHt  iujuriouit  to  their  interest  and 
which,  undiT  do  clrcumatance.-!,  can  poeaibly  bo 
«f  tile  alighteKl  advuntiige  tu  them. 

Now,  aa  to  Ilaliiaz,  I  do  not  hiiow  what  the 
attitude  of  Halifax  ia  u|  in  tbia  auhject  Tbia 
muth  I  do  knoH— that  n.ibody  hna  better  wiaheii 
for  ](alifax  than  I  have,  and  nobody  nioie 
wlchcg  to  sen  the  trafBe  of  the  Intercolonial 
■nrreiMe,  and  iiu-rea»c  under  auch  conditiona 
that  Halifax  will  net  a  fair  nbarc  of  that  traffic. 
But  I  fail  to  gee  how  the  intereats  of  Halifax 
«an  be  in  the  ulighteat  dcKrec  kubaenre.)  by  the 
policy  propoHed  in  these  rc-solutiona.  There  ia 
not  going  to  \<e  more  traflii  over  the  two  linea 
than  there  v»iiulil  be  over  oui .  I  will  ub  .  be- 
fore I  ait  liown,  why  I  say  that.  The  ro  liona 
will  be  exictlv  the  snme  na  they  are  to-day  aa 
respects  all  the  possibilities  of  traffic  uai'ri'id 
oior  the  Rovernmcnt  railway.  Now,  y,iu  talk 
about  the  distances,  and  about  the  building  of 
tianscontiuental  railway.  My  hon.  friend  aas 
aaid  in  bis  opening  address  on  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill,  the  ereat  oliieot  they  had  in  ti«w 
waa  to  get  a  railway  which  would  give  to  <he 
whole  Canadian  people  the  shortest  and  eheao- 
est  route  between  ocean  and  ocean.  I  want  to 
know,  if  that  is  the  obiect  and  the  design 'with 
which  this  pre.it  undertaking  hai  been  pro- 
moted, why  he  haj  not  followcil  it  out  and 
•fTected  the  object  to  the  fullest  poiaible  extent 
in  his  power.  Why  is  it  he  builds  the  railway 
to  Moneton,  if  hia  object  is  to  get  to  the  ocean 
by  the  neari^st  wayt  What  is  he  proposing  to 
do  with  St.  Johnf  8t.  John  ia  a  port,  I  appre- 
hend of  some  importaiiee,  and  doing  a  very  eon- 
■iderHMe  husine""  undsr  existing  pirrnTn 
stances,  and  oap»>>le  of  doing  any  amount 
more  if  increaaed  buaineas  ahould  offer. 
The  h-'hour  is  onen  all  the  rear 
ronnd.  No  man  questions  the  adyantagea  of 
St.  John  as  an  ocean  port.  It  b  free  from  fog 
im  the  winter,  a  great  soarce  of  trouble  to  mauy 
•tber  ports.  And  it  haa  also  this  great  adyant- 
•ca,  that  there  ia  a  staple  product  which  is 
atways  ftyailable  to  make  up  tha  balane*  of  a 


eargo  if  raquirrd.  Yoa  mm  alwaya  maka  np  tb« 
baianca  of  a  cargo  with  luatbar,  if  yuu  esnaet 
get  other  thinga.  Tdia  is  aa  ailvaatage  wbiab 
.-<t.  John  p<HMii'>«««  in  a  grvaU'r  ilrgree  luan  an/ 
othtr  port  on  the  AiUatie  coast.  Why  ia  Bli 
Juha  paased  orart  U  tba  ahorteat  lias  ia  tb* 
object  why  do  you  go  100  miles  out  of  the  wajrt 
at.  John  ia  only  fiS  milaa  from  Moatreul  b/ 
way  of  Ivevla,  Kiviere  du  Luup  and  thai  8U 
.lubn  valley,  liuy  tbat  road  if  you  naut  to  gat 
to  the  ocean,  or  aspropriata  it  if  you  eaaaot 
buy.  Accurijing  tu  the  shortest  statement  ol 
Mr.  Devcya,  the  diataoce  ia  I'M  miles  longer  fajr 
the  centre  line,  but  it  ia  ranlly  17U  milea,  aa  I 
shall  ahuw  you.  Why  do  you  w^nt  to  travel  179 
<n  further  than  la  mvemaryf  Tberu  ui  aa 
ni  ity  for  it  m  any  buitiuviia  intereat  8t. 
.Iiiliu  1  iiiiswmI  l.y.  'I  lie  iliHtaui'i'  fnuii  Ht.  Joha 
III  1,1'vis  1  V  the  line  I  have  spoken  of  ia,  aa  I 
have  aaiil,  4'.'R  miles.  Kmrn  I.evia  to  8t.  Joba 
by  the  Intercolonial  it  ia  S'H  milea.  By  tb* 
Danya'  lipe,  taking  hia  own  figures  tu  be  cor- 
rect, it  ia  501  milua.  And  from  Levia  to  Hall- 
fax  liy  the  Moneton  nwl  centre  of  .New  HruuiH 
wick  line,  ia  597  miles.  You  beve,  therefore,  M 
niilea,  by  th«  best  poaaible  figuring  you  eaa 
make,  by  Uie  Moneton  ami  centre  of  New 
Krnnswick  line  i)t{  luilea  further  there  is  any 
neceaaity  for  going  or  any  justification  for  go- 
ing. You  are  telling  the  weatern  people:  W« 
are  giving  you  the  ahorteat  and  apeedieat  roata 
to  the  sea.  Why  tell  them  this,  if  you  do  not 
intend  to  give  it  to  themf  If  you  do  not  nieaa 
to  give  them  the  short^t  route,  do  not  tell  then 
you  «re  giving  it  to  them,  do  not  spread  it  >>ttt 
in  voiir  Kill  or  announce  it  your  iiolicv,  hut  tell 
them  the  truth:  It  ia  not  a  commercial  linew* 
are  building,  it  is  a  political  line.  I  do  nut 
object  ao  much  to  these  hon.  gentlemen  doian 
that  if  they  think  it  proper,  and  if  they  think 
they  are  going  to  make  tricnda  in  Nr.v.i  Scotia 
by  doing  it.  But  let  them  not  pretend  to  tb* 
iieople  tbat  they  are  giving  them  the  shortest 
line  and  then  withhold  it  from  them  by  tbair 
own  will  and  determination. 

At  aiz  o'clock,  Houae  took  recess. 
AFTER   RECESS. 

House  resumed  at  eight  o'clock. 

Hon.  Mr.  BLAIR.  Mr.  Spenkrr,  as  part  of  tha 
new  line  which  the  government  ia  proposian 
to  construct  from  Levis  to  Moneton.  a  portioa 
of  it,  aa  the  Honse  understands,  is  to  be  built 
to  the  south  of  the  Iniercolonial  Railway,  be- 
tween what  miebt  be  described  as  the  mountaia 
range,  if  it  is  a  mountain  range,  and  the  Ameri- 
can boundary.  On  a  portion  of  that  line,  1 
have  been  given  to  understand,  though  I  do  not 
speak  from  positiye  knowledge,  there  are  consid- 
erable settlameats,  and  a  good  deal  of  buaineas 
ronid  be  done  alone  that  section,  at  all  evenia 
railroad  accommodation  would  be  afforded  to  a 
number  of  persons  who  are  now  without  it.  It 
does  not  aonear  to  me  that  in  order  to  ghra 
railway  facilities  to  the  people  1b  that  settloa 
it  is  at  all  neeeasary  to  proceed  with  the  ex- 
tei>^ed  line  down  to  the  centre  of  New  Brans- 
wick,  because  che  people  who  would  be  serrad 
by  anch  a  portion  of  the  line  are  people  wha 
would  look  altogether  either  to  Quebec  or  ta 
Montreal  for  their  connections,  and  who  woaM 
desire  to  reach  these  points  to  transact  tba 
bnsinaas  which  wonld  ordinarily  call  them  ia 
that  directioa.    All 'the  goyemaoent  would  nee4 
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tc  10.  ar.(!  to  that  I  appTih.n,!  there  wo..U  k^ 
no  on.,.,.,i„n  in  ..arliaZut.  JuSS  U  to  Irivo 
am-h  as«stan,-e  to  a  railway,  ,b,^r^i  }"„/    " 

J..I  w.'i.      ^■'"''  ■"  "  "*"»'  ""d  customary 
«...'  vrieh  ra.lviay  would  Herre,  if  it  wa/^n 

neniai  imp,  to  the  fullest  nccessjry  extent  tliP 

1   have   stated    to    tlie   HouBe   wiiat    was     A  r 
Bavev,    es,„„,,,e  „f  th^  j,      ,^  ';   "■;^-^     ^  •• 

tlie    iinrr  :i,,r   i.f    Miil..-    u,...  *"  ".     ,    . '    f"-"'..-'"! 


You  tike  thl!  nr""?,   *"«i"K    -avin/indeel^ 
i»nce  bettreen  Biviere  du  Loup  and  Levis   amS 

ri  Hiing.     lie  pvps   the   miknKe  of  bH    theaT 


ip"'  tla^  K„r-'l""'''\''''''''k"Pi»^'>""'    o^^  We   'H'P»»''««'"'   «>"•   otandJng  S 


of   the    H...SO   V.VO   alwady  ,Ua     iV  w  'l  '.™ 
rene„,ber.d    that    Sir   S^nf^rd    J?e„,^'    ",    /" 

'"ho     in  '  r"^  '"  ^""""-    Sir  Sanford  has  f  r 
»«.ts   with   respeet   to  Ibe*  d^ffS«S  lurve  T 


<1er    the    best    „o,si),u   J^-ilL-iA"  "'""■  'i"'    ':'»«'  "^  ""»   new  railway,  the  Z,-„*„°  '°   '^2 


«1er    the    best    pcssiM.'^^,^^  "^;''-  ';"- 
saved  in  „,i,eag'e  bv  the  X^JtS:' .,ew  eon" 

.^^rhe-^;aii^i:;;rx'!;%r' ""'  -'""'"« '» 

'1 1.19  18  unq„esti.>niid.T  «a*  of  fha  ..o^t  .'Ire.t 

om  lint  It  IS  imposihle  to  tptmk  with'.^.r 
to.nty  «„h.,„t  more  intern JTth.n\Vt 
prisent    possessed  "* 

ui.U  in  l,Sh4  no  lesn  tMn  Tfl  .iiff,Tint  snr 
»«YS  .rf  10  difTerent  lioM  mat  mlZ  L  T 
^■njrineers  jln»n  thrnnS^tU  .^Tt  ,.f -V''*^ 
Brnnmviek,  in  order  to  tin*. 'J^*.  "t,  A'!"' 
»■„)•   .>f  ..n   *i  ^^       ■oww;    and   the 

thn   lir  I    *^'"''^"';''   >'l«»ri»lf,  line   N'„.   i„  „,,s 

line  \o  I'l  j  ''?*''\^  'T^'  i""»  «'""'<"1.  that 
iinc  No.  10  showed  a  total  Jenifth  from  Riviere 

f'mt    lx>    a    eorreet    «tat*ii«at   ef   th«    mileJf 

on   .hat  route,  and   I  tak*  i»   ««.  1„   k1   *^ 

reason  to  do.d.t  t^.x1t:uL^tTl.o%,Z 
made    ho    complete    an    ^ginrering     invest!^ 

n"  n;w  n;,:'"'"'l'";'"  •'  ^'^  -."trnT^oTs 
in  i\ew  nrunawiek  from  a  raUrond  point  nf 
view,    it   appeared    that  k.  ii<t   not  fTnd   any 

oordinK  to  the  Htateme.t  .Jmt   B^.lVVou 

atotal  of  63  miles  diflrerant  between  the  mile 
»««  of  the  IntercolonliJ  Bailwar  «oiin7]  n 
oirouito™  route  a.  it  U  ^TLa*ZtiC 


some   of  7h„  ' -"""K.  H|.pi,orted  as  he  was  by 

£t4i^^S^45Sirj^ 

•Meh-:^d  Z  ^Vofthe^'SS^thrS 

tion   wi.i'^'^jK*''"  proposition,  taken  in  eonne*. 
HaUwr  is'te°S";  Tlfin^lt^^lrr^ 


,     ,  .       "i"""    iiie   exeneqiier.      So   in    »ha 

that   roa   "tT  '"''"^y-  the' maintenance  Si 
that    road    must    necessarily    be    exnenslve     «. 

"•■-.'''"K     0   these   grades   there  wHl'T  a  l<^" 

and   whatever   the   loss  is  it  will   fall   d!ree«S 

upon   the   exchequer   of   the   countiV      Th^  i' 

terest  upon  the  money  which  is  ex^nded  U„ 

t  by  the  government  will  not  in  all  probab  litr 

!   P""'   ^heii   the   roari  is   being   operated   J^ 

fer  */;„^^'«'"'v'"'tage8  which  this%old  wfij  ,S?- 

In  so  far  as  the  Intercolonial  Railwry  itself 

essitv"for\ '*•'"'"   **■"*•  "   "»  cartel;  „e- 

essity    for    having    another    railway    th?ourfi 

that   country.      The    Intercolonial    Railway    Km 

been    fully    competent    to    take    all    the    trafS 

thi.t   has   N-en   offered   up   to   this   date      Th^ 

Kai  way,  and  whom  I  have  consulted  unon  fM- 
I  Bubject^  while  the  improvements  and  extension! 

without  having  a  double  track,  except  at  one 
or  two  minor  points,  the  Intercolonial  rS' 
vny  can  carry  four  times  the  amount  of  trX 
that    It    is    carrying    to-day       Therefon.     i',™ 

J  am^  ;K' ^^  '"^  -pacitrro"hrd.e"ss 

tranic  that  question  is  absolutely  settled  and 
settled  nccoribng  to  the  judgment  of  m^'  who 

!«„„  7"". ''"'"'  ^^^  o'  these  lines  om" 
Whal  ""^'t^relinK  one  against  anoth^ 
Whatever  business  one  may  t^e  it  wiU  tolT.; 
It   away   from   the   other.     Yon   will   h^yo   tto 

mg  both  roads,  of  operating  one  and  of  tei^ 
atTcn'"o1^.'°'*r**'^  '?  ^^  ""''^'"J  o^- 
ita  own  property,  impairing  the  va]„«  nf  ita 
own  property,  whether  it  bf  one  oT- "e  oth^. 
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Such  a  spectacle  T  do  not  think  has  ever  been 
presenteil  to  the  knowlei1{;e  or  obaorvation  of 
any  human  being  «in('p  the  world  began. 

rt  nii^ht  U'  a  fair  matter  for  counideration 
Where  is  this  going  to  land  the  govi'mment 
■of  the  country?  What  will  be  the  consequences 
of  such  a  stop,  which  undoubtedly  is  going  to 
•entail  an  annual  burden  upon  the  exchequer 
of  the  Doiiiininu?  Will  anybody  be  able  to 
look  forwiird  with  any  hope  or  expectation  of 
the  lutercoloniul  Railway  being  able  to  pay 
ita  working  expenses?  We  'vill  relapse  into 
the  ]iprii)d  nf  large  deficits,  because  the  heavier 
the  opposition  -.vhieh  is  brought  to  bear  against 
U8  by  this  new  road  the  larger  will  be  the 
deficits  tliiit  tliiy  will  have  to  face  on  the  Inter- 
colonial Kailwiiy.  It  requires  no  stretch  of  the 
imagination  to  conceive  of  the  possibility  and 
of  the  extreme  probability  of  the  government 
and  the  people  being  called  upon  to  make  good 
these    <leficit8    to    the    extent    of    half    million 

•  or  three-quarters  of  a  million  a  year  as  the 
result  of  carrying  out  the  policy  which  is  now 
outlined  ami  adopted;  and  of  course,  upon 
this  new  line  they  will  be  running  a  very  great 
and  very  pnilnlle  risk  of  not  being  able  to 
pay   the    interest.      I    do   not   care   whether   it 

"is  at  an  early  period  or  not ;  it  certainly  would 
be  at  a  rcnioto  jieriod,  if  at  all,  that  they  were 
able  to  p;iy  interest  Owing  to  the  dilliculties 
•ol  operating  a  iui!way  thro-ifch  that  coun- 
try, where  there  is  no  local  business  for  it  to 
do,  winter  t>eing  the  only  portion  of  the  year 
when  they  will  have  any  grain  business  at 
all  to  do,  and  with  the  disadvantages  which 
;it  appears  to  me  to  possess  from  every  point 
of  view,  put  this  question  how  you  will,  turn 
it  over,  turn  it  back,  examine  it  right  and 
left,  inside  and  outside,  it  fails  to  present  to 
me— I  do  not  know  how  it  may  appear  to 
other  hon.  gentlemen  in  this  House  -a  single 
redeeming  feature  in  any  ]>hase  of  it  from 
beginning  to  end.  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  the 
first  man  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick 
.  asking  that  this  road  shall  be  constructed.  I 
do  not  menu  to  say  that  since  it  became  the 
deHnred  i)oIii'y  of  the  government  people  are 
not  willing  to  have  it  constructed,  but  I  saj 
that  prior  to  the  time  tliat  this  declaration  was 
made  I  never  heard  of  a  single  indivi<Iual  ask- 
ing for  its  construction.  We  know  that  there 
baa  been  a  feeling — 1  do  not  know  whether  it 
-continues  to  exist — in  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia  that  they  would  like  to  have  a  shorter 
line  of  railway,  and  that  they  would  be  very 
triad  if  )>erhaps  the  shortening  of  that  line, 
even  by  the  construction  of  another  railway, 
would   bring  that   pro\incc  eloper  to   the   west- 

•  ern  country.  But  when  tliey  have  studied  the 
situation,  and  when  they  have  come  to  real- 
Ue  that  there  can  be  nothing  done  in  the  way 

•  of  now  construction  that  will  give  them  better 
conditions  than  they  have  by  virtue  of  the 
of)eration  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  I 
think  that  if  there  is  any  enthusiasm  over 
this  project,  it  will  rapidly  abatj>,  because 
there  is  no  railway  that  can  be  constructed 
that  can  give  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  port  of 
Halifax,  the  same  thorough,  complete  and  adi 
Tantageons  service  wlii"h  thev  are  netting 
and   will   get   from   the   Intercolonial   Railway, 

'if  left    without  this  ki'cn  and  destructive  com- 


petition. You  might  go  down  to  my  own  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  where  there  aro  masj 
men  who  are  perfectly  able  to  take  advantage 
of  such  an  opportunity,  and  1  believe  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  find  one  single  in- 
dividual who  would  be  willing  to  invest  one  dol- 
lar in  this  enterprise  if  it  were  put  forward 
in  any  shape  and  with  any  reasonable  assist- 
ance that  the  government  could  give  it  as  a 
commercial  enterprise.  They  know  there  ia 
nothing  in  it.  They  have  never  asked  for  it; 
yet  we  are  toM  in  some  of  the  newspaper 
press  that  this  railway  will  be  a  gift  from  the 
rest  of  Canada  to  New  Brunswick.  I  dis- 
claim the  gift.  I  think  I  si>eak  the  sentimenta 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  right  thinking 
people,  of  people  who  aro  considerate  and  up- 
right in  n'y  own  province,  when  I  say  that  we 
•lo  not  ask  for  any  such  irift  at  the  hands  of 
the  people  of  Canada.  When  we  do  ask  for 
something,  we  will  ask  for  something  that 
has  merit  in  it,  for  something  that  can  be 
justified  upon  ita  merits.  If  we  want  a  rail- 
way, we  will  ask  for  a  railway  which  will 
serve  the  people,  and  which  will  not  dupli- 
cate and  destroy  the  roails  there  are.  Wo 
have  existing  roads  which  are  possessed  and 
cp.tiatxd  by  the  government,  and  therefore 
I  have  no  thanks  to  offer  to  those  people 
who  say  that  we  are  getting  this  as  a  ^ft 
from  the  people  of  Canada.  If  I  expressed 
my  own  mind,  I  would  say:  I  decline  the  gift 
with  thanks.  We  were  also  assured  by  the 
same  authority  that  not  a  mile  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  will  be  disused  or  discredited 
if  the  new  line  is  built.  I  answer:  Disused, 
perhaps  not;  discredited,  unquestionably.  No 
doubt  the  road  will  continue  to  be  used,  no 
doubt  the  people  living  along  the  line  will 
continue  to  be  served,  hut  with  a  much  re- 
duced and  inferior  efficiency,  and  therefore  the 
railway  will  be  operated  and  maintained,  but 
that  the  road  will  not  be  discredited  cannot 
be  said  by  any  one  who  has  studied  the  sitn- 
ntion  or  who  knows  the  facts  as  they  exist. 
We  are  told  again,  and  I  shall  make  one  or 
two  more  references  to  the  journal  in  ques- 
tion, that: 

The  proposed  trunk  s<'heme  will  tend  to  bene- 
fit t!ie  Intercolonial  Railway  and  all  other  rail- 
ways by  promoting  the  development  of  the  pro- 
vinces, increasing  its  population  and  infus- 
ing new  hope  into  the  whole  community. 

I  woulil  be  very  glad  indeed  if  any  such 
condition  of  things  was  brought  about.  I 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  province  further 
developed,  I  woidd  be  glad  to  see  its  popu- 
lation increased,  and  I  would  like  to  see  new 
liope  infu'^ed  into  the  community,  but  if  we 
have  to  wait  for  this  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  province,  in  the  hopes  of  the 
community  and  in  the  development  of  the  pro- 
vince until  that  road  is  constructed,  or  until 
that  road  is  able  to  bring  about  these  ends, 
we  will  have  to  wait  until  the  crack  of  doom. 
Then  we  come  to  the  last  assurance,  which 
certainly  is  interesting  to  all  those  who  have 
read  it,  but  I  think  it  will  appear  to  be  the 
product  of  some  one  who  does  not  really  know 
anything  about  the  situation  whatever.  It  ia 
this: 

On    this    through-line    through    New    Bnms- 
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1   be  both   tbrouKb   trains    and 

1  most  cmbarnuMing  abundance. 

iiluHtration   of  the   fliniHj  argu- 

tretfh  of  poetic   fancy  that  U 

.1   .npport  o*  great   propoMtion. 

tfore  u«    of  great  meaauVro  sup- , 

promoted    for    the    advancement 


wick  th«>r.' 
local  tnu.ia  i 
That  18  :i, 
ment,  of  i 
relied  up<m  ; 
■och  aa  thif  ' 
PO"ed    to    III    ,..„uiui«u    lor    the    advancemAnt 

per   is'  itf     "^''^  (Victoria,  N.S.).    What  pa- 

Some   hon.    MKMBEK8.     Hear    hear 
Hon.    M.     „,AIR.      But    tS"e    r;    fl„a, 
Md   to   mj    m,nd   a  conclusive  answer   to  thi« 

i-  pro„,„tioK  Z  enteiire'%n^erourr:? 
the  corrP8|)on,i,.n.e  which  I  had  with%h«  p  • 
Minis^r.   I   enlled    attentLr  to    the   conrirr' 
■tion  I  am  now  about  to  goeak  of  ■  T  ,1M 

^ooTed""!";''  T'"  "•'•"'"  "h-  5"-Hj„t'LXt 
mUt^of     hf  rr*"*?  •"  '^^  R»"'«'y  Com- 

^?  moa^' rid^j:?Tbj^°tirn''rti:i^;efr^??»' 
s;rn::^;:r^;i,hr.3SHi 

Ufied  that  t„oro  Z/aX""^^;  l^LlltZZZt 

this  questinn   was  boinff  discssfd  in   ti.e^il" 
wajr   Comrmtfpi.   and    when    T   wn/sf-.f  L 
o^,o..Mon    to    i,,    T    took    „,..Lir  to-*^lf  ,57 

part  of  the  On.nd  Trnnk  Pa    firBailwny  Co.n' 

^^.p^^i^h^'ihXt^s^.S 

-iKit^sr  dit.?.rv  ii;'^r,e"r;;:,  '^"^^or  s^f; 

nnV    that    arr^ngemont    the    tmfflc    couid^ 
earned  as  -.jlvantafi-couRlv  for  the  Tnterco  onial 

u'ihTnff  •■"'^•""^"'^'"•"'''.r  ami  more  beneficial: 
ly  than   It  conid  be  carried  by  nnv  new  rail 
way  that  conM   p„„ibly  be  Jmt^c^or%\ 


"tellwlv  it^T?"*-i?""  th«t  of  the  Intercolonial 
at  ar^th.^ll"  T  "f""  '"  ""  """'"'■'  ot  doubt 
prewnt  sn^P„  r",  ^°'?'<='""««1  KaUway  with  it, 

i«nu  every  form  of  machinery  adaoted  for  th. 
purpose,  could  transfer  this^  f feX  down  ^ 
rates  lower  than  is  possible  under  anroth^r 
now  sys  em,  I  do  not  care  what  it  may  U, 
If  the  interests  of  the  .country  required  thai 
this  traffic  shouhl  be  carried  at  era?  whv    W, 

nilU  *1.),000,000  or  *17,i)Oi»,(miO  of  debt  iu  «/ 
<ler  to  build  another  railway.  If  you  „'.„ted 
to  enforce   the   idea  of  tho^.tilizatTon   o?    S^ 

outlet  for  western  traffic,  why  not  .!o  it  in 
that  way  by  a  subsidy,  rather  than  by  si^nd 
'."K  .yo"  money  wholesale  in  a  useless  anTnn- 
juatifiable  manner.     I  believe,  Si^  ttat  an  «- 

XVeh^l  r-'''  \  ■"""'-  "ithouf  lifficu^ 
Whereby  a  fair  profit  couM  be  h  nerhat* 
upon  such  business  as  di.l  offer.  :  m'^aot^' 
sangiiine  about  business  to  any  extent  offeT 
mg  in  that  way.  but  if  it  did  offer  the  Iirt"-" 
coloma    Railway  wohld  be  able  to  take  it     ft 

Tal  Ballwr'^  *"  "^"S-  "^  *""  Inter  'ol»S- 
ml    Railwar,    mc  its    receipts,    utilize   ite 

machinery  which   .     available   f^r  the  p,^rp.» 

siliiJity  n  connection  with  such  an  ontsifI« 
undertaking  as  is   now   to   be   forced   upon  u« 

to  siv  thM'Tha?'  "•"  ?.-"-'-'•  lTn°tu^ 
to  say  that  that  suggestion  has  not  been  made 

not  think  It  has  ever  been  made  to  Mr    Hnva 

other  than  as  I  made  it  in  the  Bailwav  Com- 

Tl'f  i^^'  ^^°"^«  "f  Commons.    I  tlink  thXt 

iVa '.Id^f"  T"^  *"  •"!".  "i^  """'•'  "«"  ^«»5- 
ly  av,iiied  of  it;  he  wonl.l  have  eladlv  accent 

ed  some  such  plan  as  that  so  as  not    fl^  com 

pelled  under  lease  or  otherwise,  to  operate  thSi 

ine   of   rnilway   which   is   now'proiTted       AU 

that   would    be    necessary   to   do*^  W^'  1,1    be   t« 

en.hody   a   clause   in   thi«     Bill,   or  if  you   lik^ 

e^mmu'lllH  h""  '"  ""  »g^--"-^nt  before  you 
committed  the  government  irrevocably  to  the 
undertaking;  you  could  have  come  to  an  am-ei! 


j,„  ~~  .V "f  "™""  'rnna  facitic  Railway  and 

all   time.™  ''^"'''''  ""^"^  "'"^  definitely  for 

subjfcct-if  the  government   were  impressed  a» 

..ntT-h'iT"/"  ''"'■<'  ^"^  i-pressed'^wUh  th^ 
possibility  of  operatii  „  a  railway  to  advantara 
to  carry  western  traffic  to  the"  por?s  of  sT 
•Tohn  and  Halifax,  it  would  have  b'^n  well  f^r 
(h-   government   to  have  come   to  such   an  ar- 

Se"";,"n  T^  '  ''^'"'  ^".f^"^'^''  ■•"♦her  than  Yo. 
decide    on    the    prooositinn    which    is    now    be- 

crr,e  of "."•"*'•  ^?  "«'•*  •"'"•  f"""-!  1°  Re- 
course of  bis  speech  tol.I  us  that  commercial 
considerations  were  not  to  he  taken  into  ac 
count  entirely.  Let  me  use  his  ve^  words  so  m 
The'riiht  '^  P""i';ility  of  mi^uoting  hi" 
D  "?'"*  hon.  gentleman  said :  «      '"•• 

fK.f  .1.  "  ^  P"'cee<J  any  further,  let  me  rnr 
that  the  conception  which  we  hare  of  thirwwf 
fc«nt  7^^"»  ""''  '^°»^"'P'««ng  is  veAr  ,£f- 
ferent  from  the  conception  eutertained  of  it  by 
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of  our  ir'  i  ■«.  Mii^t  of  our  critics  look 
■pon  tbe  ach(i<  ^iniply  :is  a  comnicrrial  ven- 
tore  to  be  Jul,;''!  I'.v  the  only  rule  of  profit 
and  I0B8.  We  li.  'x  ii|M>u  it  u»  a  work  of  a  na- 
tional  L-harace.  jm  i' iiitateil  by  tlie  status  of 
OaoaUa  in  tin;  /r  ir  iU(i:!. 

Tbe  rit;lit  r  '  ;;<  iiili  iniin  here  announces 
that  most  of  lii>  mirH  lnnk  upon  this  scheme 
aa  a  conimcr .1 1'  nUiutiiit',  and  are  judging 
it  differently  ;■  ilir  \\!iy  in  which  the  gov- 
•nuuent  arc  ju>  i^i^iu  it,  us  the  government  look 
upon  it  from  -i  ii  iiinnal  point  of  view.  The 
nght  hou.  K-^"'  "  lisii  isst's  to  a  very  great 
extent,  if  uut  linly,  the  cmnmcrcial  iilcii 
from  considc:  ■;  u  .'Itogelhcr.  Let  me  tell 
the  right  hon.  k  ■  ••  iimn  that  it  is  absohitely 
imposBible  fir  T".  to  dismiss  the  commercial 
idea  from  the  I'-i'lcnition  of  this  measure. 
If  it  is  not  to  b<-  rnuuded  upon  business  prin- 
ciples and  on  a  iMumierciul  basis  it  will  not 
stand  at  all.  If  i'  is  not  to  be  tested  as  to 
the  results  of  profit  ;ind  loss,  how  is  it  going 
to  work  out  Buccesst'iillyt  Are  not  the  people 
who  are  goin)^  .t<  u-c  it  going  to  judge  on 
the  question  of  |  tit  tind  losst  Are  not  the 
western  people  frin-  to  judge  whether  or  noi 
they  can  use  t't'i^  loail  to  advantage  by  the 
question  of  co^t .'  A  j  e  they  not  told  by  the 
declaration  in  tli!-  "iitH-t  nnd  in  this  Bill  and 
by  the  assurance  ulri-ady  given  in  the  declara- 
tion of  the  hoii.  ii'iitli'ipian,  that  it  is  not  only 
an  all-('anadi;ni  -'it  .  lot  the  speediest  and 
the  cheapest  ti«  •  .'  Ii  it  is,  then  the  question 
of  dollars  and  ■■■n'.i.  tlie  qucKtion  or  profit 
and  loss  is  neir.>^  iii\  liuind  up  in  the  enter- 
prise. Tf  the  ;ii'\.  I'tiiiient  wanted  to  spend 
fl5,00(),n()0  -an'l  ttiii  |...rtion  of  the  road  will 
cost  that  much,  i'^  1  uill  show  before  I  con- 
elude — as  a  set-oi:  in  the  maritime  provinces 
against  the  enorn.oiiN  .  ifirnditurcs  which  nrc  to 
be  made  in  o''m  1  p/ovcu'es,  I  could  siigftest 
to  my  hon.  friii.iU  u-m  and  ''reetions  in 
which  the  money  .uiM  he  exp  1  i  1  to  some 
advantage  to  tlie  iiMitinic  provii:.;e8  directly, 
and  indirectly  tn  tin'  v.ii.le  of  Canada.  1  could 
have  pointed  ■>  ■  in  I'v  linn,  friend  that  he  i 
could  hHve  tal'  ;..  :■     ■  of  thnt  money  and  i 

improved  one  m      mi  nt'  the  grades  on  the  In- j 
tercolonial    Rnilv    >,    Mli.h    would    have    made  I 
oome    lUfTcrenee    in    t||.-    matter    of    time,    an( 
would   have   nirule    it    - 
is  now  for  thai,  lailua 
He  could  havs  t :i';.ii  ,-i 
to  the  harbours  of    Ihditax  and  St.  John  nnd 
could    have    equipv    I    those    hiiroours    so    that 
they  could  have  lit' 
for  ocean  shipn;  1 
good  with  the  injury  in 
no    good    with    i'     ii<     . 
good     that     laa       i  ■       iii 
is  in  the  conrs.    ..•'  ,\]; 
the  boundcn   di't\    'n'     ! 
were  imiiie»''eil   ».it'    ii- 
or  anv   lesser   ^tim    .;,,   •• 


nhat  easier  than  it 
>  carry  heavy  loads, 
rtion  of  that  moiiev 


tlif 


I! 


maritime  proviine-*. 
the  people  woidil  11 
laid    out,    nnd    a-: 
achieved   by   tli"    i^ 
in  the  port  of  S'. 
extent  in  the  |i<>rt 
port      the      saine 
tile  people  have  on 


traffic  coming  there 
)uld  have  done  some 
it  way.  He  will  do 
ept  the  tempirary 
while  the  money 
lure.  T  say  it  whs 
•n\ernnient,  if  they 
I.  a  tliat  $1.5,(MKI,tlii(l 
.1  "M  l>e  expended  in  the 
i<>  lai^e  council  as  to  how 
~i  iloiie  that  money  to  be 
<•  i!i.'  liest  results  to  lie 
Hii.liinre.  We  know  that 
•  n.l  perhaps  to  a  less 
■  !  Ilrlifax,  though  to  that 
:::a;!;  ran  be  ap|iUctl. 
'ii'I'.l  .if  their  own  means, 


have  imposed  obligations  upon  themselves,  have 
contracted  debts  through  their  city  councils 
for  the  jiurpose  of  making  those  ports  suitable 
for  tlie  lianilling  of  (H'can  freights  and  the 
transaction  of  ocean  business.  They  ought 
mt  to  have  been  compcllud  to  do  it,  but  they 
had  to  do  it  or  go  without  the  business  and 
the  progress  they  were  anticipating  or  desir- 
ing. Kilt  the  government  do  not  make  that 
proposition;  therefnr.',  they  fail,  it  seems  to 
nie,  in  grasping  the  needs  of  the  situation,  and 
are  giving  the  people  soiiietliing  they  have  not 
asked  for,  and  s<iriietliiiij;  they  do  not  need 
and  do  not  want,  and  are  denying  to  them  what 
they  coidil  mth  advantage  receive  aud  the 
improvemrntit  Which  they  could  make  with  that 
money  if  it   were  at  their  disposal. 

I  come  now  to  the  financial  aspects  of  this 
•'.lieiiie.  On  these  I  will  not  dwell  at  great 
length;  but  i  wouhl  like  to  present  to  the 
lloiisi'  what  my  view  of  that  branch  of  the 
question  ii.  I'irst,  I  take  the  question  of 
the  cost  ot  tlie  line  from  Levis  to  Moncton. 
I  make  that  miletige  4-o  miles.  If  the  road 
is  ever  built,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  that 
mileage  will  not  be  found  to  be  excessive, 
but  a  rcasontilile  estimate.  The  government 
estimate  is  made  tlitit  it  will  cost  $3I),IH)()  per 
mile.  Prom  what  I  can  learn,  the  cost  of 
building  the  line  through  a  considerable  sec- 
tion of  the  province  of  (^iiehec,  before  it 
rciiches  Kilimindston,  will  he  very  great.  For 
a  portion  of  the  distance  it  will  have  to  cross 
mountains,  gulleys  and  rivers,  and  I  believe 
it  will  cost  more  than  $;{(I,()II0  per  mile;  I 
would  not  lie  surprised  if  it  cost  $40,t)00  to 
construct  that  jiortion  of  the  railway.  But 
T  am  going  to  take  an  average  Ix-tween  the 
two,  and  I  think  I  am  on  safe  ground  when 
I  calculate  on  *:!.l,Oflil  per  mile.  That  will 
ic]. resent    an    expenclituie    of    $l."i,OOO,00O. 

I  II 'Xt  take  till'  section  between  C^uebec 
t'nd  \Vinni|«'g.  We  are  told  that  it  is  1,400 
utiles,  some  say  I.oOfl  miles.  1  will  take  the 
lis-cr  mileage.  The  estimate  is  that  that  will 
I'list  !?:!l),(l(IO  per  II  ile.  I  have  n;ade  some  in- 
(inirv  as  to  wluit  the  cost  of  that  portion  of 
the  Caimilian  I'.icitic  Hallway  north  of  Lake 
Superior  was.  That  portion  of  the  railway,  as 
everybody  knows,  is  quite  accessible  from  the 
I'ke;  tiiKJ  yet,  its  cost,  .apart  from  terminals, 
riillin};  stock  and  e()uii>!iient.  was  ift.'ill, 1)0(1  per 
ir.il  .  How  can  anyhndy  say  wliat  this  railway 
is  ailing  to  cot  l"iO  nr  -00  niilc'"  north  of  Lake 
Sup'rior,  where  it  is  veiv  iinich  iiioie  inac- 
ees'ille  and  probalily  therefore  very  much  more 
dilliiiilt  of  constructinii  than  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Kiilway.  ami  I  itilt  at  a  time  when  wages 
are  hi^li,  anil  when  materials  generally,  with 
the  i'Xc('|ition  | crliaps  nf  vails,  are  more  costly 
than  tliey  were  then'  What  is  going  to  be  the 
"it  iif  getting  intir  that  countrv  and  build- 
ini;  this  railwny  under  these  conditions!  It 
may  possibly  fall  slmrt  of  *."0.000.  No  man 
knows.  We  have  not  the  information,  it  is 
not  laid  before  us,  ami  we  must  take  this  leap 
in  the  .lark.  We  will  call  it,  if  vou  will,  if.lo,- 
000  per  mile.  You  see,  I  am  only  adding  $5,- 
000  to  the  i)resent  estimate,  a  very  moderate 
computation,  which  makes  the  cost  of  those  1,- 
IfW    milrs    $l!>,Ono.(>r.r,. 

Now,    l,S2o    miles    from    Moncton    to    Win- 
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but   no   .«a  ,   can  "aTtlmt     h«   ""'r'   '"'*""' 
excel    the   flj^resThat^   .ven^'a'i/";^-"'" 

addition  .oour.Ieb^r^i^Sooo"''   """   "" 

?^Mch  7f  i^"''-';'"'  -V"™   "'  "'onntafn  Sn 

8^y    d^'tlL";;.''*'  •''   '"*-'""'^"'    "uffidently    to 
»Bjf   «nttlier   that   is   very   mm-h   ,^f   »„      /     "■ 

-tinrnte,  or  whether  it  Th  T tmple%",Ci?r 
«ru.r?n   '"^  "■•■"  """  """'ntain  railway  con 
thol       M   "      -^"P^nsive       construction,       a"- 

il-jiiZ  ""■"', P"8''  to  the  coast.     I  figure  tha( 
$35  )(m  would  not  be  out  of  the  way.^  i  wa" 

mln   t  ""  !.'"■'"'«''  ""^  """"itain  section 

S%.h:n  rha';r,ottJo"it-"  '^^  --■ 

the^"v.X°-o^'^Hrc*^!^;     '''  '"   -'  ^"— 

Hon.    Mr.    BLAIB.      My    hon.    friend    savR 

J^e   do   not   guarantee   the   whole   of   the  cos? 

That  19  quite   true,  I  an.  going  to  make  mv 

8tate„,e„t    covering    H,„t    point  ^ud    my    hon 

fnend  need  not  be  in  the  least  concerned    Wc 

have    to    see    this    undertaking    through     when 

we  once  embark  into  it    even  thouM,  if '»•      m 

■cost  „  ,,r,at  deni  more  thru   ie'ttate.'    "" 

JT  ^^l  ^f^^^  (Vi.-tnria,  N.8.)  We  wil' 
•go    through    with   it.  /■      »»e  wu 

Hon.  Mr.  BLAIR.    We  will  go  throueh  with 
'*■    f-"    "'.y    hon.    friend    beside    me     I    ha! 
no   douh     the   country   can   do   it.    bnt   vou   do 
kindT,""''"  '"'^'""'y  "^  ^   statement  if  that 

f  is  "  r,ft  nnoi'"^,  "f"""  ""'  '•"""''•y  t"  ""ke 
well  Z  I  IT  '"  '•«'s""r''«-«-  It  is  all  very 
well  to  spy  the  country  c.in  stand  it.  I  have 
a.s    much    fnitli    an.l    confidmc-e    in    the    cam 

burr,:.  Vh.T"",'"  ""'  "'  "■>•  *"*"•  ^^"^«. 
out   I   s-iv    th.nt  when  you  arc   incurring  larjre 

obhgatiuis    you    should    see    th-U    vou    ar      in 

<=urring  them   in   the  true   inter^Jts'  of  ("nada" 

clause"";' or;,'"  ":'"'"-  '"^  ^  ">"» 

Clause    .14    of    this    contract- 

Inasmuch  as  tlie  b-nds  to  be  guaranteed  by 
^  t1,rcrnt"oV"'^  --de  provision  for  a  pnr^ 
division     ,L  ••'•nstruction    of    the     western 

•Grand   Trnic  'T?'"^   ^''/^^^   "K'""    *•>«*    ^e 
•virand   Trink   R-,hvay   of  Canada  shall  guar- 


ern  diviaion,  exclusivB  n#  til        i  ...^"  "*•*' 
%f  '  W^'i^rl^m^nt':-''"""'   """"  """^I* 

preLt™  ^f  ^pi'ii'r  b'v^^tiif  r- " "'"'-  «- 

the  proceeds  whi ch \v.^.i  i  t  B''*"«""nent  that 
available  ordi„ari  y  out  of  tt  fl'I^P'-'^^  »»  »» 
which  would  bT  covered  I  fu"^^  ""''  "■"" 
guarantee,  are  not  g^^g  to"^  /'".fr-'T"* 
complete  the  undertak  nL  „  "  »•-  ■  "  -" 
000  per  mile      tZ  „     '^        *'"'  ''"""'  of  $30.- 

o?  "^JiT-iir  I'^^^-'^s'SpeT:^;;^ 

Hcctions.      TV-     lead,   tn   fi,     '       •     "  ''"'  •** 

!  .'egitimate   i.,,      v      Wh„t   '  e'^Y   ^^°^^  "»^ 

■esources  out.ide  of  the  1         **"■   ^^Pany'* 

s.  s  H  H-^'™  "'-^s 

mmmm 

.f'l:inoa*oon;;;,;!^:/tnd"-t'''  *""  •"'p'*** 

'ho  .t2o.o«n.ono  Twch  i,\n^t,i  """"^  "'"  °' 

■,'"C08  to  expend   on  equipment      /Zr"^ -T 

..rp-oseTol  b:,i^^i;gTs^ir-  oTt"':.,^-,;^^- 
I  a"rnT''R:r?urt-""r''*^^"-**''  ^"^^  -^''•- 

we  fi^df  We  find:  '"  ""'"'"'  "''  '""'  -"'»»  *» 
T  "^^Z  /"ompany  undertakes  that  the  r,n„A 
t?ke"t),'*'"'Ty  of  rannda  shallacq  dr"™^^ 
*"^n(0  00n"'  '■""™""  «tock  to  the  a^molt  o? 
*-5.noo.0On     exccr.t    shares    held    by    dir„"t„„ 

same  ^  ■'■"''.u'-"""  "''"'"'•  ""'^  to  hold  t"« 
same  dunng  the  term  of  the  said  Ie-,e  vmA 
«o  long  as  any  of  the  bonds  guarantwd  bV  lh« 
envemment  un.ler  the  terms  of  tl,i.  ^      ? 

eh,ll   remain   outstandinrandu:::,^''''"'''"* 

The    agrcerrnt    does    not    prondo    tb- 
commnv  shall   subscribe   for   the-e   -ho 
everybody  subscribe,  for  shares,  but  tha 
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■ny  acquire  and  tak«  thi>m.  That  in  a  mat-  ex[H'ctatinu  of  tlic  oontraeting  parties  them- 
ter  entirely  of  arrangement  between  the  Orond  solves.  This  is  a  riiilway  which,  for  the  car- 
Trunk  Pacific  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. :  riage  of  westt'rn  tiiulic,  would  only  (i|>erat« 
The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  may  hand  I  through  ilir  Mouituu  vnd  dunug  the  winter. 
over  these  shares  for  a  mere  song.  The  Grand  180,  1  think  »;•  iimkt'  no  extravagant  estimate 
Tn-nk  Railway  may  put  them  in  thoir  pockets  when  we  say  it  would  not  bo  likely  to  pa^ 
and  draw  the  dividends  and  keep  them  there!  miUiciently  to  inal.lf  it  to  (my  inti'ivsl  until 
4fty  years,  in  their  vaults  not  available  at  allj  after  the  oxpiiy,  ni.t  .if  seven,  but  of  ten  years. 
toward   cost   of   eon.struction.     It   will   not   be    So,  we  may  assume  that  this  interest  will  r\;n> 


compelled  to  pay  anything  for  this  ato<'k  be- 
cause the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  and  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  are  one  and  the  same  red-btad- 
•d  boy.  They  belong  to  the  same  family.  We 
cannot  conceive  of  a  great  deal  of  antagon- 
ism springing  up  between  them  in  respect  of 
the  terms  upon  which  this  common  stock  will 
be  acquired.  Thoy  could  make  a  snug  com- 
fortable  arrangement    between   themselves. 

An  hon.  MKMBER.     Oh. 

Hon.  Mr.  BLAIR  Somebody  says  Oh.  I 
think  that  is  only  human  nature.  It  is  what 
they  are  invited  to  do.  They  are  invited  to 
acquire,  take  and  hold,  and  I  am  at  all  events 
justified  in  this  inference  because  the  gov- 
ernment, by  this  clause  .'(4,  lias  told  us  that 
there  is  no  n.oncv  to  come  out  of  the  common 
stock.  Kvcry  farthing  outside  of  the  govern- 
irent  guarantee  is  to  be  provided  for  under 
the  bonds  of  the  (}ran<l  Trunk  Pacific  Rail- 
Tray,  which  are  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway.  That  is  the  language  of  the 
fontract,  and  no  one  can  gainsay  it.  So  that 
we  have  this  very  nice  little  arrangement  spread 
out  right  before  the  eye,  so  clear  and  plain 
that  any  man  who  runs  may  read.  If  there 
is  any  explanation  of  that  it  should  be  forth- 
coming and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it  because 
it  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  l)e  explained. 

Now,  I  do  not  make  aitiy -point  of  the  fact 
that,  so  far  as  the  present  legislation  extends, 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  has  no 
power  to  give  any  of  these  guarantees  or  sign 
any  of  these  obligations  assuming  liability  as 
a  company.  They  can  get  that  power  if  their 
shareholders  shall  authorize  them  to  do  it; 
that  would  probably  be  only  a  question  of  time. 
But  it  is  not  capable  "f  being  harmonized  very 
well  with  the  declaraiions  'hat  were  made  at 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  Grand  Trunk 
stockholders  last  June,  when  the  gentlemen  who 
were  promoting  this  enterprise  took  pains  to 
assure  ths  stockholilers,  as  we  know,  that  there 
was  no  responsibility  to  be  assumed  by  the 
Grand  Trurk  Railway  as  a  compan".  that  their 
attitude  was  ou!y  that  of  a  '  enevolcnt  assisting 
party  to  the  enterprise.  They  may  change 
their  minds.  But,  until  they  do  ^haniwe  their 
minds,  the  inference  is,  and  the  fact  remains, 
that  there  is  no  present  authority,  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  discaver  under  which  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  can  enter  up- 
on  such   obligations. 

Returning  to  the  question  of  the  liabilities 
which  the  government  assumes,  on  the  east- 
em  section  it  will  .issume  $35,00;)  nn,>.  On 
the  prairie  section  it  guarantees  $9,7.50,000. 
and  on  the  mountain  section  $n,500,000.  This 
will  make  a  total  on  the  three  sections  of  $88,- 
250,000.  To  this  I  ~M  the  3  per  cent,  interest 


for  ten  yciirs.  This  will  make  a  total  of  $19,- 
.'5(IO,()(»0  to  In-  ailil.  .1  1.1  the  previous  sum.  I'pon 
the  mouniuin  scctiun  iTilcivst  will  be  borne  for 
seven  years,  niiiliinn  ^'i.drill.Oi)!!  more.  The  in- 
terest on  1I10  pniiric  section  for  two  and  one- 
half  years,  which  would  he  half  the  time  of 
construction,  -vouKl  Ic  *7."><l,Ono.  The  interest 
on  the  east.'rn  SLCtion  for  half  of  eight  years, 
or  four  yciir.s,  would  lie  $7,800,000  more.  If,  as 
is  apparently  the  expectation  of  tlie  govern- 
ment, the  bonds  or  obligations  to  enaole  the 
governmiiii  to  curry  tliis  l.nrge  sum,  may  have 
to  issue  at  a  higlier  rate  than  three  per  cent., 
at  say  thnc  ;iii  I  nnc  half  |H-r  cent.,  this  would 
add  a  very  laryi'  suai  to  what  I  havf  already 
given  as  tiic  gross  cost  i>f  this  enterprise  to  the 
country.  1  only  infer  that  it  is  regarded  as 
iMissible  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Kinan.  i-  Min- 
ister that  ho  inay  haxc  to  go  into  the  market 
with  bonds  iMnrinj;  interest  at  three  and  a 
hi'.lf  per  cinl.  in  oril  t  to  raise  moneys  lie  will 
require.  If  he  lias  to  borrow  at  tiiat  rate 
and  get  back  three  (.er  cent,  only  he  v, ill  have 
to  count  on  unclinlf  j^'r  cent,  of  a  (lefult  dur- 
ing the  life  of  tliis  bargain,  which  is  fifty 
years,  to  be  added  to  this  accuninlite.l  bur- 
den. If  you  add  *lh,s.-n,non  on  this  account, 
you  have  a  total  of  .*  1.10,000.(101 1  re|.r,  scnting 
the  direct  and  imliiert  liabilities  wliirh  the 
government  assun.es  in  connection  with  this 
entemrise.  But,  r\rii  if  you  strike  out  this 
♦  IS.S.'iO.ndn,  T  say  yuu  have  a  dir.  .t  liability 
of  $121,000,(1(11)  uli'i.  ii  this  ]>ro,ii>ct  rc-iiresents 
to  the  country,  Tliit  is  a  large  proposition, 
I  think  a  proposition  of  such  magnitude  that 
we  may  well  think  that  some  have  seen  visions' 
and  others  have  Veen  dr.-aming  dreams. 

Now,  wo  .ire  tnM  that  it  will  he  a  very  great 
thing  to  get  the  Grand  Trunk  R.iilway  into  the 
western  countrv.  T  should  have  had  nri  objec- 
tion to  have  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  in  tho- 
wcatern  country  long  before  this.  I  think  that, 
with  its  large  connections,  with  its  network  of 
railwnvs  thnaiuli  dn  |ro\iii,-,>  .-(-'  Crit.irio  and 
its  railways  in  other  provinces,  it  would  have 
been  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  to  have  got  into  that  western 
country  years  ago.  Hut  I  think  it  is  only  fail 
to  make  this  comment — that,  if  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  1;  'is  in  there,  it  will  m'f  in  there 
Very  much  more  to  its  own  advantage  than  tcy 
the  advantage  of  the  country.  I  tliink  it  is 
much  more  to  their  interest  to  get  there  than 
it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  cniintrv  to  have 
them  get  there,  Tkat  countrv,  T  say,  is  well 
served  with  railways  now.  With  locomotives 
and  cars  in  sufficient  number  the  traflic  would 
get  in  and  out,  even  if  the  Grand  Trunk  Bail- 
way  never  l.iil  a  rail.  Tli^'rct' ■■ro,  the 
need     of     getting     the     Grand      Trunk     Rail- 


or  (ho  cost,  which  lor  ten  years  on  the  eastern  I  way  in  is  not  so  apparent.  >!y  lion,  friends 
,  ■  '.,n  would  be  $1,950,000  a  year.  I  have  say:  You  are  sfofting  the  Gi-anl  Trunk  Pacific 
t«L  .a   this   at   ten   y^ars   because    that   is   thslBajlway  in,  which  is  a  totally  diCfcrent  organ- 
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S::,t/.;:;:"l.J-^„|^e,0«n„   Trunk 

Paeifl'^e  Ha^IiarCo^pn::""!!"^  «"""'  "^'-k 
been   inflnitelv    hptt.r    k"  .     .     '*  "">"'''  ""ttve 

than  tSat  it^h.Tul'l  ^e  Tn  Z,*''"*,'"^"' 
no  flMneial  ,CnU  '5  't  tonfrol«,  whi-h  ha, 
may  be  thrown  a,"?'.^''^'*''  "*'"•  ""''  '^'■i.h 
tion  with  any  nor  ^  •''  rfH"'"""?*'  '"  '''"""''=■ 
suits  the  pnrpoTe  of^hn  r    ^  fi'""^'  "''«  it 

written  in  the  ?o„L"?  "'''"r"  ""'''>  '-"•  be 
Which  woui.l  proto  r.hr-  "'  ^  ""''""""'■'i  it, 
influence,  the  mtur  1  «tf?  *'","''■"'  '^'''''''t  the 
which  operate  u  ,„„„"''  "''•'"""■>•  i"fl»<'nee8  , 
brought  to  bear  blr^  .""■"'  ""''  "hlch  aro 

Kreat%hi„K«Xt  in  ™rv(.rr"'?'  "'"  '" 
antaKonize  companio^T.  t^„!^f  ;'"  ""^  """'  *" 
they  think  vital,  if  i,r'r' '"'"''"'«  «hi'h 
rather  (liffi,.,.if  f  '^^"■'    '"'   avonle,].      |,   :,  ' 

cee!irnVKt'U';.;t"'wiir;''',^':  i"'«  ^ »"« :„i' 

«ny  elL\u"enrion  at  i'ns^th"  "'•"!"'  ^- 
Jlosires  of  the  Gran,l  Trunk  r;^i„'  V^'""  '" 
>n  respect  to  operating  the  ro^l  a,  ff  '  "".P,"? ^ 
necessary  that  thev  shm  U  ,Io    f  th  ""'''  ^« 

kopt  up  to  the  mark  and  of  fh''  ""  *"  '"' 
"inch   ;ippc;,r   to   (,..  7  .,..  ,   •  ''"'   "ssurances 

-e  going'to  be  re  H       ""Cl  tr^^T"'' 
what   may   be   the   vio,.,      u-  u   '  ^  ''"  "<"  ''now 
the  Miniver  of  Finance  T    '^  i"^  '"'"'•   ^^'^"'' 
*ial  question  as  I  h-u'        "•''  ^^'^  "^  "'«  Anan- 
doubt  ho  has  Kiven      '   ''T,"""^'    'l    ^  ''««  »" 
I  have  no  .l.nibt  he  ,  i     /^"'  ';"'>»">'-ration  and 
«   fi.ll   statement  ^J'^'h^"""'/'-  ""■'?<•  with 
arrived  at  in  resnect  t,   fi.-  '^""''"^'''n''    I'e   hai 
tion.      It   seenHrU"/,^'?  ''iT?  ?'  '""  '""■^• 
already  and  shall  repeat  a^ainti       ""'  '^^"'^ 
»h,.uld   show  that     t  i,  i1,^"    ' .  ''^«'>*"nnien( 
that  this  "ndcrt-  kinV  h  H        :',  '"'-^  ylV'"""''^- 
""■".r  this  liability,   ff  ,h  " ''  fj  ,.  1";,'^'^"^''  ^'■«' 
""-.Is,  then,  the  coimtr  •       ,st  L  '     ,    h"  ';"""*'"y 
carry  the  responsibilitv     R„f  r     "^  '""•'l-nan-l 
opinion  of  the  Minis tci-  .!^%-     '"""'  ^"  «•"'  'he 
does  or  does  not  feel  th.ff  ir"""'^  "•""'""  he 
to  the  "bligaUons  oVctada'l'''^  '"f""" 
rect,   will,   in   »    mpq«nr!         V''  '^'^''*  ""d  inJ'- 
"Msure.  k-riouslv  »ff^  .  ;.  P^.'^'P"   in    a   large 
otherside  o?the  wat^r        ""■"'""  ""'''  <>"  ^- 

4  ?oundittS  whKr'  ^*  "■""  -» 

credit  could  be  qSoned      Rf,t'""''"l"'  "*  ""' 
sensitive  finan.ial  men  «rl  ,  •^''"  """^w  how 

tive  the  financ  al  "arkeM '  y"", •"">«•  how  sensi- 
l-'O  millions  of  ob"^a^fon«'  T^  y""  ™"°<'t  add 

a«regate  that  an  odto^th'r"'*  '^'^  '^""''^ 
tions  of  the  c,ovl,„"  ;"  P*^  current  obliga- 
startling  finanfia  ,„  ™'"'  i'/  ^^"'"1''  without 
out  leafing  them  o  a^k"  "!''  ""'."  ''''"'  "ith" 
poing  to  e^df  But  of  en,',,  r  '%  *'''«  *''*>'« 
financially   is    ex  remelv    ?^  ^""^''^'^  P^^i^on 

revenue  is  buo'a'nrb  ft  Zl^^l""'''^-  «"' 
always  going  to  last     tL  *.*""""'  "re   not 

are  going  to  last  is  l!  J      "'*''  "*"•  "'i»k'  they 

We^vill^have  ou/rev  "»•  'Ve'r''"  I-f^'""- 
when  our  revenue  w^l/il      I^  *""^  '""  ^ome 

will  not  I.e  mainrarnel.7he%t'""-^?'"'  P"*""?" 
the  money  market  wTlInfu™*^  "'"  '"<'""'  "hen 
Canada  is  U  L  to  day   w..^^  "'  '"y^^ble  to 

experience   similar   to^'thlt   of^\''"i  ""'*  ■"> 
'o   tnat   of   the   Australian 


BLAIR  ON  RAILWAY  DEAL 


|.Tmi?ir't„*'l£Su";hth"i  "'"•^ »"  »-«-«- 

an  extent  thaf  r4'';,A''Sl^"''»H''"  '»  '"^ 
"edit  in  the  mo/oy  »",? j '  l^rV."'"'*  *•»« 
country.  I  do  feel  fh.r.i,-  •  "'  ""  mother 
which  .night  "eirniv,  ""•  "  ■  considemtio. 
•rnment   oushl   t/        ";<  pause,  which  the  «," 

-'.nmitled  t^fse.l™"?'^*'  '^""«  "">/  C. 
taking.  """>  '"  •»  g'KunUc  an  under- 

to  believe  is  share  f  'by  the  i  ""i''  '^""«»'t 
cabinet.  Is  it  poi«ible  tki*  i.""^^"  "'  »•« 
"  Hurplus  of  t^mv  ,..i  fif'  •if^l"*  they  have 
they  assume  that  th.v"aL'.Vml™n "'*•'„•'''"'• 
I  My  nght  h«n.  friend"  says  X,  .h'  "'"'"M* 
'o  cost  us  but  tw..  v«  '  A-  """K  "  Koin» 
Well,  that  is  an  e«.r,.,r.'    ^*"'^'"'''    "'illiuns. 

him  to  „,„k..'  r.;';™j;;'^""7,«"';"'ation  fo; 

I  man  did  not  study  he  fin-S-  i^^*"'""  «"""«- 
question  or  he   could   not  t  ^'^"^^  "'  thi. 

'onclusion.  We  ha  '„„,,'"""'  "''^^^^  ""ch  a 
-i^ty-flve  millions  on^theeuT'"'  "'  "«'  ""'»« 
not  that  goinjr  to  IL\  ^^'"^  *«"=tion.  I, 
friend  will'la^'tiit  we  hav"e  fH"""^^  ^y  "o"' 
«c   have   the  rod     h»  "*  "■'""'•     All  right 

a'l-ling  to  our  Ob  Lh"  ""»«">her  that  we  ar^ 
.fall  short  in  oi^dC •?%""/'  f  '.'"'"'  "«  ^"'^ 
■niportance  of  keep/^'  h^.^aUe'r  *"  m"'?"^-"'* 
There  are  lares  oMi„"f-  "^'  well  in  mind, 
incurring 'for  a  nn^h'^'L'""  which  we  a» 
and  othfrs  ^iit  be  tti'en"'  '"."J"''*'  ""'s  y^ 
things  go  ,„  Z^y'n^^^Z  nte^n'"-  ^"  «"«» 
ous  frame  of  mind   twl.  "  "  '"y  K^ner- 

large  sums  of  mon^foT  "^  "'"^y '"  «?«»<> 
"ther.  All  this  thi7«.  i™""^  ^^P^'^  "  an- 
serious  obligation  upo?  th?/'"'^•*  ""'"■"n  "--l 
s.der  where  they  ,"natur„lf"''"*'""''*  '"  ~»- 
"nr    realizing   a   chanJl   ?„     ^  '^""^  '"  <"»««  of 

?^rw^--iH5^"-u 

contract  which  I  d JfJ^"  51?''"'""«e  in  thi. 


contract  which  I  des'iV?^  "^^"  ''""»<'  '""  thai 
I  think  that  will  iZl;  *:;,%'  ««ention  to,  ^ 
erences  I  prop,we  to  mnl  J  '"Y^''  »"  t*e  ret. 
the  Bill.    (5lau,e  %  say,    '  '°  *'"'  '""tract  o, 

Par'i^s  to'l^L  ttrnVn^thTr.'  "'''--  ''>• 
provided  for  is  gmnt^d  bV  tht  r  "''^  •"»«« 
Canada  for  the  cxDre«  „ '  "  ^""frnment  of 
the  -ievelopmont  of  7,LT°'^  "^  encouragiDg 
transportation  of  tL  ?*"»'' '«"  trade  and  the 
neK,  "The  conr,fa?;°f,;,  r"'"?'!  ^''??<l-°  cha»" 
ponditions.  and  agrees  thn":ii/  ?'^  "^  '»"««» 
'"K  on  the  line  of  the  ,ai  »  "'?'"  ""Ki-at- 
not  specifically  routed  „fhL*^  "^  '*«  branches. 
«h«11.   when   destr"ed"f°^''t';T"e  by  the  shippi? 

carried  entirely  on  Canid  »     1'  '"  *'""«'larbe' 
tween  Canadian  inland  port's"  ''"'""^'  "'    ^ 

clause,  r  think  some  ded.tcfi!  *'"'  'ollowine 
from  them  which  wni  not  1,^"'  =""  be  drawn 
I'ons  which  have  been  d-'"""v  """'°'"'»«- 
fnends.  It  is  slid  that  tn„T  ^^  '"^  ^on. 
routed  should  be  carried  ove^rTl"  "v'  o»>"wise 

-  poin?  ::XT  i^i?-'^- --rct 
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fcy  thfjr  HTf  ir><ne  to  b«  mnAr  to  tptln  for 
it.    Why,  you  nre  niniply  trusting  to  the  Orand 
Trunk   I'litiflc   to   do   wliHt   tliey   Bny   they   will 
do.     Well,    1    luivi-   no   iloulit   timt   the  gentle- 
men who  lire  to-diiy  aiwoeiateil  with  that  enter- 
prise would  feel  in  honour  bound  to  carry  out 
this  oliligation.     Hut,  Mir,  as  time  goes  on,  the 
feeling    with    regard    to   this   clause   will   stale 
in  re<-olle<'tiiin,  iind  how  long  will  it  be  before 
jrou   will    find    that    yon   cannot   get   this   rail- 
way  fonipiiny   to   do   anything   more   than   you 
can  com|M'l  thoiii  to  do,  and  penalize  them  in 
case  they   fail  *•  do  itt     There  are  no  penal 
«laus<-s  or  snnotions  of  uny  kind  which  would 
force    them    to    »n    olnervance   cf    these   condi- 
tic  n».      ThfU    thev    refer   to   trnffic   that   is     lo 
otherwise  routed."    Well.  Mr.  Hoys  very  frank- 
ly stated   to  the   Railway  ("omniittce  when  tliiti 
subject    WHS    uuilcr    discussion,    that    you    can- 
not control  the  t'nflic  of  a  railway,  that  peo- 
ple have  a  riulit  to  route  it  as  they  please.  He 
franklv  anil  openly  niaile  that  statement   Now, 
1   can    iiiingine,   and    I    nee<l   not   attribute   any 
improper   conduct   to   the  Grand   Trunk   Pacific 
Comjiany   either,    I    do    not    wish    to   make   any 
unfair  reflection  upon  anyl)ody  in  ti.is  connec- 
tion;   but   T   can   well   inmgine   that   while   the 
eSrand  Trunk   Pacific   Company  might   be   will- 
ing, ns  the  result  of  a  pious  resolve,  to  adhere 
to  this  contract,   the  Oranil   Trunk   would   still 
have  its  ngents  at  work  in  the  western  country 
Touting    this    traflic.      Howf    Not    by    Quebec, 
not  by  the  Hcaporta  of  the  maritime  provinces, 
but    by    North    Bay    anil    the   Grand    Trunk    to 
Portland,  and  you  could   not  stop  them  under 
any    circuniataiices.      You    have,    only    got    an 
agreement   saving  that   this  shall  be  done,  but 
the  Grand   Trunk   Pacific  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  <'ompany,  and  the  Grand 
Trunk  Compsny  do  not  obligate  themselves  to 
<lo   it,   and   there   is   no   way   of   enforcing   the 
obligation.      And    you     are    getting    one    ntep 
further  away  from  the  possibility  of  reaching 
the    parties    in    the    matter    when    you    realize 
that    this    Grand    Trunk    Pacific    Company    are 
the    people    that    have    made    this    agreement. 
Now,  let  the  Grand  Tr>mk  Company,  as  T  have 
suggested,  send  their  agents  and  solicitors  for 
freight  into  that  country,  and  what  could  with- 
stand the  pressure  they  would  bring? 

What    is    going    to    prevent    them    from    ex- 
T   have   had  some   lit 


puny  agree  that  they  will  noi    n  any  manner 
encourage  the  traDiuortation  o(  such  trade  by 
route*  other  than  those  provided.     Of  rOMrw, 
they  agree  to  that  and  very  pas.'til.l^  will  adhere 
to  the  agreement  oa  far  an  that  h  concerned. 
But  they  will  say:     We  do  not  encourage  the 
tlivvniion  of  traffic.     We  have  ailhereil  to  the 
letter     of  our  contract.     Whatever  others  may 
have    done    we    have    not    done    anything   con- 
trary   to   our   agreement.      These    jM'ople    have 
routed  this  traffic  in  that  way  and  in  that  way 
it  must   go  and   I   rejwat  you  h!i\e  the   frank 
acknowledgment  of   Mr.   Hays,   that   he   would 
not    undertake    to    control    any    traffic     which 
wouhl    be   routed    in   any    other   direction.   All 
this,  I  think,  points  very  clearly  -n  one  direc- 
tion and  one  direction  only   w.;  ^  <l   cinphnsixea 
to   my    udnd    in   a  sens**   the    position    which    I 
have    taken    for   some    time    na»'    tinJ   which   I 
took   in  my  oi>ening  remarks  thin  afternoon  in 
respect   to   this  mcaauro.     It  shows  that  if  it 
were  so  important  that  we  shoulil  spend  *120,- 
000,0(10   to  try   and    get    the   wcsti'rn   traffic   to 
find  its  outlet  through  (!anadinn  ports,  then,  it 
is   vital    that   the   government  s!iould   not   only 
own  but  o|ierate  the  railway,  liccnuse  in  no  oth- 
er way  can  you  guarant(  j  that  the  traffic  wi'l 
go  through  a  Canadian  outlet.     We  are  spend- 
ing the  money  and  we  nre  getting  nothing  for 
it.     I  know  whereof  I  sp-ak  in  this  regard.     I 
am  (Mitisficd  that  the  jmsition   I   take  ix  sound 
and  cannot  be  controverted.     There  is  just  one 
way  of  accomplishing  this.     Contracts  will  not 
bind.     Contracts  may  be  ev:i.     I,  ingenuity  can 
be  set   at   work,   influeu.rs   c        le   brought   to 
bear,  but  with  a  govcrnrm'nt        •<!  you  are  safe 
and   sure.     The   interest   of   t        government  is 
paramount,  the  interest  of  th      ,r>vern-nent  will 
carrv  out  and  be  sure  that  t'      arrangement  is 
carried  out  according  to  the      islies  of  the  peo- 
iile  whom  they  govern.     I  think  that  if  we  had 
all  this  money    to  spend  there  is  another  way  in 
which  we  could  spend  it.    If  we  want  to  spend 
it  at  once  we  could  not  spend  it  more  usefully 
than  to  have  it  ensured  that  the  inland  ports 
in   our   great   lakes  should   be  so   improved,  so 
equipped  and  so  provided  with  all  the  necessary 
facilities    as    to    enable    ns    to    take    the    very 
best     advantage   of   our   canals   am     St.   Law- 
rence system  of  navigation.     Aiybody  who  has 
examineil   the   statistics   and   studii  -    the   facts 
knows    that    the    business    has    inci   -ised  ^-ery 


«:';xfK.rlenJeT:rnect\or;itr'that-impo..|  m         within  the  year  through  the 
lie   ex|Hritn..    •■       ^  ,._,_,  T,.:, — i,™    buslucss    will   go   on   increasing,    i 

ns  the  canals  are  less  expensive. 

tive   and   better  equipjied. 

Tf  you  do  spend  millions,  as   I 

is  the  intention  to  spend   million- 


tant  question  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway  when 
■we  had  our  difficulties  with  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Railway.  Ther  sent  their  solicitors  all 
over  the  territory  which  their  agreement  cover- 
ed. They  went  after  everything,  freight  as  well 
as  passengers.  Thev  threw  their  hands  right 
and  lett  upon  everything.  You  could  not 
stop  them.  Peonlc  were  routing  ns  the  Cana- 
dian Pacifii-  Railway  desired.  They  are  a 
wealthy  corporation  and  perhaps  they  could  of- 
fer some  inducements  to  these  people.  W^e 
could  not  do  as  arother  railway  might  do;  we 
could  not  do  anything  of  that  kind  in  an  un- 
derhand or  concealed  manner.  But,  we  had 
this  experience.  You  will  have  it  over  again 
with  the  result  that  the  traffic  which  reaches 
the  Atlantic  will  be  outpouring  itself  at  Port- 
land and  Boston  and  not  at  the  two  Cnnartian 
porta.    Of  course  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Com- 


nals.  That 
'troportion 
ire  attrac- 


mnke  this  expenditure  for  the  pni 
ping  and  improving  the  canals  ant' 
harbours  and  points  where  grain 
products  of  the  west  are  receivi  ■■ 
and  you  should  continue  this  "o' 
ment  until  you  can  present  ■'  n 
advantages  surpassing  tho  c  ■■>' 
the  United  States,  so  af  t"  -'■' 
which  you  can  secure  by  cni.  n!  ■ 
that  purpose.  You  might  go  siii> 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  iSi 
and  the  aids  to  navigation  in  the  way  of  light- 
ing which  some  people  sv  entirely 
complete  as  yet.     I  know   ili"           )  is  quite 


■ire  say  it 
on  should 

■  of  equip- 
(•  different 

the  other 
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™n^  „/*"'";*  "".''  P'«'J"'lico  file  .tatu.  of 
«^SSf  K  ?  ^  '■•■«"'*  extremely.  I  wi«h  it 
uj»vuiaaoie.      1    had    to   justify   mTwIf  and    T 

fcl"'":r„"'?''  '"• "" "''  ""'■  »oii^ir„?oJ 

oinemeM  or  of  aci  imonv  but  with  tk.  j  » 
»^tion  to  put  the  caj  ^  U^J^^  V^t^'.^d 

kUo^  '  *  ""  <:°n«eq»fi"eM  of  mj- 

Some  hon.  MEMBERS.  Oh,  oh. 

tt«e  who  have  to  deal  with  this  matter,  be- 
•M",  in  their  own  interest,  I  beUeve  it  wouTd 


to  coMider.  for  th«ii  otr^ot       ,.  '°  "*  *^«» 
qijence*    of    their    wriltLt^        ■'''"  '""^ 

pi!  oTi-jiTf  rf"iv^j  iiitrwt'h-r 

ing  my  whole  Mf,  r  k-    »'"v  ""h  which  dnr- 

that  no  man  ever  gets  credit  frnm  .  Z?°^ 
•ouree  for  actinjt  fron,  «,..!.  ,  "certain 
ani  1  exr*,.f  f„ IJ  iu  ^""'^  "'  ('"blic  duty 
"cm;    h.T  r  1    """"^  *''*^  aspersions  cast  uZ 

have   done   my   duty    and    T   i,     ^u**  ""'*  ^ 
myBelf.  ""*  *"""  privilege  for 


